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July 30, 2015, thirteen climbers hang from 
the St. Johns Bridge in Portland, Oregon, t© 


rae block Shell Oil’s icebreaker from heading to 
a) rk the Arctic. Story on page 4. 
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Prick up your ears, young wolf, and listen to the long- 
awaited self-destruction of industrial capitalism taking 
place all around us. Crouch low on haunches taut with the 
pent-up desire for vengeance, and listen as the crumbling 
death-wail of the Machine grows ever louder and more 
frenzied! Howl in anticipation of victory, silhouetted in 
front of a full moon; grasp a rusty monkey wrench in 
your jaws (as uncomfortable as it may initially seem), and 
run with the shadows of the night in the company of 
owls, foxes, and other charismatic non-humans! 

Tongue-in-cheek references to movement rhetoric 
aside, let's be realistic: Industrial collapse is something 
that radical environmentalists have a tendency to 
romanticize ad nauseam—cue images of long-abandoned 
infrastructure, crumbling and choked in the victorious 
clutches of Nature embodied by creeping vines, plunging 
roots, and dense, verdant canopies. 

And it makes sense: This mythology seems to be reflec- 
tive of a specific subculture’s shared desire for something 
other than the grim reality of inevitable climate disaster; 
of isolation and disempowerment in the face of pervasive 
state-sponsored terror; of endless, impassive expanses of 
development creeping steadily onward. In other words, 
it's a way to frame a particular brand of resistance—albeit 
an over-simplified and cheesy one. 

But we don't have to escape to or long for an imagined 
future. What's actually happening in the present (and has 
been happening, arguably, since the birth of industrial 
capitalism itself) is far more complicated—more inspiring, 
gut-wrenching, nuanced, violent—than anything utopia 
(or fetishized dystopia) could ever offer: The tail-end of a 
protracted, excruciating process of industrial breakdown, 
economic disintegration, and systemic rot, all while state 
repression rises to clash with the monumental swell of 
global resistance movements. 

Within these pages is an array of narratives that speak 
to this growing momentum and urgency. You'll read cov- 
erage of two recent cases of animal rights activists being 
indicted under the Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act, and 
a piece about coping with post-incarceration post trau- 
matic stress disorder that was originally published as part 
of the After Prison zine project. 

But as always, there’s opportunity for inspiration. Take 
the story of a four-year-old with a burgeoning passion for 
eco-defense—in fact, I’m pretty sure “No Cutting Trees 
Down March” will make even the most curmudgeony 
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of our readers feel warm and fuzzy (if only privately, in 
the depths of your curmudgeony hearts). And of course, 
“News from the Eco-Wars” is packed with coverage of 
bold acts of resistance from around the world, ranging 
from civil disobedience to militant direct action and un- 
compromising, ferocious annihilation. Our “Blast from 
the Past” section features the story of Indigenous St’at’ ime 
peoples defending their land from the suffocating clutch- 
es of industrial development—and winning. 

Meanwhile, in Germany, land defenders in the 
ancient Hambach Forest are still risking their lives to 
stop construction of an open-cast lignite mine, despite 
constant harassment from police. And there’s the story of 
a Finnish Rising Tide group organizing an anti-nuclear 
occupation, a story that is at once disheartening and 
awe-inspiring, and one that explores the subjective and 
dynamic nature of “victory.” It’s also a great example 
of an effective campaign expanding beyond the “eco- 
anarchist” subculture. Similarly, “Fighting the Leviathan” 
follows activists who put their bodies on the line to stop 
Shell from drilling in the Arctic—and are successful, 
temporarily. 

You might find some lighthearted distraction in our 
“Eco-Terrorist Watch List,” the “Wolves & Poodles” 
section, and our greenwashing-themed crossword, all of 
which point fingers at a few of the leading names in the 
Earth-destruction business. 

This issue also addresses the recurring problem of 
racism and exclusion within the Earth First! movement. 
A reportback from the 2015 Rendezvous in Vermont 
includes a list of ideas for confronting these oppressive 
patterns, and we at the Journal hope that those who want 
to build a broader, more inclusive, and more effective 
movement will consider this problem seriously and 
continue to challenge each other. 

And it should be a challenge. Taking action against 
the relentless desecration of the Earth, and the lives of the 
non-humans and humans who live here, is an infinitely 
complex and immensely onerous undertaking—one that 
cannot be expected to be glamorous and straightforward. 
Some of the perspectives in this issue are in harmony with 
one another, and some are in conflict. Take what you can 
from them, and bring them back to your efforts for a 
wilder Earth. 

In defense of all that we’ve been losing! 


—Raz 
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The major effort put into blocking Arctic drilling has brought 
global attention to the dissent against the megamachine here in 
the Pacific Northwest, and the war is far from over. 
“The most important thing to remember is that this fight has 
) been going on for a long time,” Harmony Lambert, one of the 
Greenpeace climbers, told me after halting a Shell icebreaker in 
» an aerial blockade suspended more than 100 feet above Oregon's 
+ Willamette River. “Local and indigenous communities have 7 
been fighting Shell and Arctic drilling for decades, and the swell 
of support and solidarity that has happened this year, particu- , 
_ larly in Portland, has been absolutely amazing. The way people 
+ came together to support and join in the fight as I hung from the 
~ St. Johns Bridge for 40 hours was unlike anything I've ever seen. 
This is truly a moment in the environmental movement that will | 
spark mass opposition to Shell’s exploitation of our communities / 
/ and ecosystems.” 
+ The small activist community of the Pacific Northwest has 
> been through a lot over the past few years. When members of the 
Cascadia Forest Defenders moved up to Portland after the Elliott 
Free State in 2009 and revived Portland Rising Tide, they likely © 
had no real idea what it would become. Their first major cam- 
paign was an indicator: They successfully stopped construction 
of the Palomar LNG Pipeline, which would have stretched from 
\ the banks of the Columbia River to central Oregon, traversing the 
2 Cascades through the Mount Hood National Forest. Soon after 
} that campaign was won, Occupy touched off, commencing a flow 
of people into direct action groups like Rising Tide. 
ERE Rising Tide soon earned a reputation for being fearless in the 
ete ® face of authority, calling out fossil fuel-friendly initiatives and 
Saeed? their supporters while maintaining a presence both in the streets 
~ iid | i, See? a: & i and in more mainstream community groups. While stopping ; 
i ss SE ATTL . § megaloads from moving through Eastern Oregon and shutting 
— a eet ae down a potential propane terminal in Portland, the community 
- : | | around Rising Tide also marched in solidarity with Black Lives 
Matter, and wove an integral network of activists and groups 
spanning Vancouver, British Columbia; Bellingham, Washing- 
ton; Moscow, Idaho; and Missoula, Montana. In the second half 
; of last year, this Rising Tide network staged an average of one 
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blockade per month of oil and coal trains throughout the 
Pacific Northwest bioregion known as Cascadia. 

The beauty of this network is that it functions like 
a spider web. When pressure is applied to one point, 
people are able to spontaneously plug into a concerted, 
organizational framework produced by local activists and 
others experienced in working together, providing legal 
support, coordinating information and media flows, and 
taking direct action. 

So, when Obama said, “Yes, you can!” to Shell’s plan 
to drill in the Arctic (immediately after the US gained 
leadership over the Arctic Council), an ad hoc coalition of 
Rising Tide, 350.org, Backbone Campaign, Greenpeace, 
and other groups rallied together under the banner of 
SHell NO!. At the time, the Polar Pioneer, one of Shell’s 
drilling rigs destined for the Arctic, was docked in Seattle, 
but there was so much support for the campaign that the 
Seattle City Council handed Shell a notice of shoreline 
violation, demanding that they leave or risk incurring 
a daily penalty. Although the penalty was only a few 
hundred dollars per day—nothing to a multinational 
like Shell—it showed that’ the city of Seattle stood in 
resistance to the oligarchic plot. 

By May 16, a: serious kayak presence had been 
established in Seattle. Just eleven days later, 700 
demonstrators blockaded the road to Port of Seattle’s 
Terminal 5 for five hours. Actions continued apace, 
with former mayors and City Council members taking 
part in the kayak protests. Councilor Mike O’Brien was 
among those arrested for civil disobedience. At 4:00 am 
on June 16, when the Polar Pioneer was about to leave, 
hundreds of kayaks launched into the Puget Sound. This 
writer remained in Portland to take care of his son as 
comrades hustled up I-5 to participate in the blockade, 
and we received news at the end of June that the Polar 
Pioneer had finally broken through the blockade that had 
successfully kept the ship in port for weeks. It was sad, 
but the incredible efforts by all involved will never be 
overlooked and cannot be underestimated. 


THE FENNICA GETS BUSTED 

As the Polar Pioneer landed in the Aleutian Islands of Alaska, 
Shell’s icebreaker, the Fennica, suffered a setback—a three- 
foot gash in its hull caused by an unidentified object. The 
Fennica is a unique icebreaker in that it holds a capping 
stack designed to fit over a damaged well in an emergency, 
and carries equipment set to be deployed in case of a spill. 
Shell’s govetnment-approved exploration plan dictates that 
the Fennica will help keep icebergs at bay, and a separate 
oil spill response plan says it would be put to use in an 
emergency, even if the capping stack is not required. 


The irony of the icebreaker in Shell’s fleet suffering a hit 
so damaging that it caused a leak to the vessel’s ballast 
tank, after so many had spoken out against the risks of 
Arctic drilling, went ignored by the higher-ups, and the 
icebreaker was allowed to dock in Portland, Oregon, for 
repairs. With this new information, and just over two 
weeks notice, activists began to organize what would be 
the most incredible action that I have ever seen in my life. 

On the evening of July 29, I put my four-year-old kid 
to bed and drowsily perused social media before passing 
out. Several of my friends were at Cathedral Park, all the 
way in the St. Johns neighborhood just south of the con- 
fluence of the Columbia and Willamette Rivers. “Come 
spend the night with us in the park,” they beckoned. 
“The Shell icebreaker is docked, and we don’t know when 
it will be leaving for the Arctic.” 

When I awoke, the buzz was alive all over the 
mainstream and alternative media: Thirteen Greenpeace 
climbers had rappelled off of the St. Johns Bridge at 
precisely 2:45 am, where they remained all morning. They 
had supplies to last them for days. After dropping my kid 
off at preschool, I hopped on my bike and pedaled 10 
miles to the bridge to see what was up. 

When I arrived on that cloudless morning, I saw with 
my own eyes the amazing spectacle of a baker's dozen ac- 
tivists suspended from the tallest bridge in Portland. 

The grandeur of the bridge and the courage of the 
climbers on such a glorious, clear morning made a 
tremendous impression on all the onlookers, many of 
whom seemed to have stumbled upon the sight during 
their morning walk, and would not have necessarily 
supported the action without such a marvelous spectacle. 
When the climbers unfurled their long yellow and red 
flags, which flapped at full extension over the river, a 
sense of common wonder seemed to penetrate even the 
most cynical, bourgeois park flaneur. 

“As climbers hanging between Shell and the equipment 
it needed to drill in the Arctic, we had overwhelming 
global support, and one reason is because people do not 
want corporations driving us into climate catastrophe,” 
Greenpeace climber and Everglades Earth First! organizer 
Ruddy Turnstone told me after descending from her 
perch. “The laws that govern humans and corporations 
do not follow the laws of nature, and it is critical that we 
take direct action in every way possible to stop Shell and 
other ecocidal corporations.” 

I told the Greenpeace “frontline team” that I work 
with the Earth First! Newswire, and asked how I could 
help. One of them quickly replied, “You could join 
Greenpeace!” I chuckled, and told them I didn’t have fif- 


teen dollars per month that I could give for the cause, but 


I could volunteer in the moment. They pointed me in the direction 
of the kayaks, and then huddled for a strategy session. 


JOINING THE EFFORT 

After ambling down the shoreline with a newfound friend, we soon 
found ourselves standing under a small tarp canopy, discussing the 
volunteer situation. Out of the corner of my eye I saw my friend Kate 
and went over to exchange pleasantries. Suddenly, a car drove up; 
the support people were running out of food and water, and needed 
help soon. I laughed. “I thought they had enough supplies for days.” 
Kate responded that the climbers did, but the support people didn. 
The problem was that the police had closed the bridge to pedestrian 
traffic, so someone needed to make a car run soon. 

In a matter of minutes, we were on the road finding our way to 
the bridge to bring water, lemonade, and food. However, the bridge 
was swarming with cop cars, and we didn’t want to pull over to chat. 
We passed the situation on the bridge, turned around, and, like a pro, 
Kate slowed the car down to a crawl while I called out to a support 
person, “Hey, you want some water and stuff?” 

“Yes!” replied a glowing woman, turning from her sitting position 
at the edge of the bridge. 

“Here,” I replied, stretching my arms out as far as they could go. 
She extended her entire body backwards, and our hands still couldn't 
quite meet as the car slowly rolled on. In desperation, | tosséd the 
heavy gallon of water and box of food to her, and, as if by magic, she 
caught the supplies perfectly without the slightest fumble. “Thank 
you,” she said. “I love you! I love you!” 

We responded by saying we loved her, too, and then Kate acceler- 
ated back into the lane, honking the horn as loudly as possible as we 
passed the flashing lights of the cop cars and the people on the bridge. 

Kate and I spent the next four hours on the water in a kayak, 
talking to friends about the recent Democracy Rising conference in 
Athens, unions, autonomism, and stuff. We paddled about a mile 
to catch a glimpse of the enormous Fennica icebreaker, and a small 
security boat cut us off at about 100 yards, demanding that we 
maintain a clear safety zone. Kate stalled them while I took photos, 
but they were unable to say much other than the lines in the script. 


DAY TWO ON THE WATER 
I had to go home to pick up my son, and Kate had to go to work, 
so she gave me and my bike a ride. The next morning, the news was 
filled with the incredible story, which I could only watch on lives- 
tream: The Fennica attempted to pass under the bridge, but turned 
around, recognizing it could not pass under the Greenpeace block- 
ade, or through the kayaks. Numerous people spent the night in Ca- 
thedral Park and responded rapidly to the Fennica’s attempt, while 
the attention drew people to the park in even larger numbers than 
the previous day. 

“When the Fennica faced our blockade of climbers and kayactivists 
and stopped in its tracks, turned back in defeat, it showed that people 
goes,” Ruddy told me. 


MAY 12—TRIPOD BLOCKS SHELL'S _ 
OPERATIONS 
Days after shipping company Foss 
Maritime announced that they intended — 
to defy Seattle's Mayor and illegally host 
Shell’s Arctic drilling fleet, Seattle activists — 
blockaded Shell’s Seattle fuel transfer pe 


station by erecting a tripod. a oe wep 
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MAY 16—100 KAYAKS SAY SHELL Nom 
SEATTLE 


Environmental activists launched kayaks 
and boats in Elliott Bay to protest Shell’s 
Arctic oil drilling rig. Kayaks and other 
boats made their way to a drill rig called 
the Polar Pioneer as police and the Coast 
Guard looked on. The “kayaktivists” want 
to make their message clear: The rig isn’t — 
welcome and Shell Oil has no business 
drilling in the Arctic. 


MAY 22—TWO ACTIVISTS LOCK DOWN TO 
SHELL BARGE IN WA 
Bellingham Rising Tide members board- 
ed and locked down to the anchor chain of 
the Arctic Challenger to prevent its passage 
to the Chuckchi Sea northwest of Alaska 


- for oil drilling blowout backup. The Coast - 


Guard detained a rally of support vessels 
helping the chained activists. 


JUNE S—PROTESTERS BLOCKADE 
ALL ENTRANCES TO PORT OF SEATTLE 
TERMINAL 5 
The blockade included a pair of Raging 
Grannies locked together using a lockbox, 
a team locked together and lying down 
across an entrance, another sitting with their _ 
arms locked in oil barrels, and one person 
locked to a car. 


JUNE 12—RISING TIDE HALTS SHELL 

SUPPORT VESSEL IN BELLINGHAM 

Two Bellingham community members 
climbed and strapped themselves to the 
anchor chain of the American Trader, a 
Shell support vessel in Bellingham, WA. One 
stayed the whole weekend, the other joined 
for a day and overnight. The action was _ 
followed by a rally at nearby Glass Beach. 


An activist locked to the « 

anchor chain of the Arctic ” 

Challenaer in Bellinaham. WA. 
—¢ 
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Again, I hopped on my trusty Fuji Royale, and rode 
up to the park. Soon I was on the water again, meeting 
new people, swapping stories, and handing out snacks. 
Conversations went on about climbing, gear, kayaks, and 
travel. | found out that a court had ruled in Shell’s favor 
to fine Greenpeace $2,500 per hour, and learned also that 
the Mayor of supposedly eco-friendly Portland, Charlie 
Hales, was in full support of the Shell trip to the Arctic— 
all the while talking out of both sides of his mouth about 
the Pope’s revolutionary talk on climate change. Others 

joined the conversations or passed by; we told jokes, and 
chatted about squats we had lived in or passed through, 
people we knew, and times when we had experienced 
close encounters with the police. 

I was debating going back home and getting 
ready for work when police speedboats jetted into 
the swarm of kayaks, recklessly spreading wakes and 
intimidating people on the water in what appeared 
to be a coordinated operation between the US Coast 
Guard and three different Sheriffs’ departments. The 
Coast Guard boats were probably the most reckless, 
while the police personal watercrafts and speedboats 
acted menacingly. It was 3:00 pm, high time to call out 
from work. “Hi, I won't be coming in today, because I’m 
currently surrounded by cops.” 

“Oh, okay,” my manager, Becca, replied. “Be safe 
out there.” 

The police were clearly bullying people, acting 
irresponsibly, and flexing their motorized muscles in 
front of all our little kayaks, 

A larger sheriff's vessel appeared with somewhere 
around 10 male cops on board wearing black uniforms, 
and one blonde woman in a bright red swimsuit. The ves- 
sel established a “100-foot safety zone” around itself, so 
anyone could be arrested at any time as it cruised slowly 
around the river invading everyone's space. 

Our group got pushed to one side of the bridge, and a 
few friends of mine asked me to bring some people over 


to the other side of the river. Nothing much changed 
at the other side; an older man was being harassed by a 
police officer, and argued back. During the distraction, 
I witnessed a grappling hook descending from a line on 
the bridge and pulling up the lines connecting climb- 
ers to one another. A scared-looking police climber rap- 
pelled down from the bridge to cut the lines connecting 
the Greenpeace climbers, and then promptly re-ascended 
to the comforts of hard ground. 

After the operation was concluded, the police an- 
nounced that the river had been closed, and that we 
needed to move to the ramp. Activists responded, saying 
they had no jurisdiction, since the river belongs to the 
state, not the port manager. But that did not stop the 
cops from attempting to corral us back to the shore, even 
as the occasional yacht cruised up and down the river. | 
was forced, with a number of others, back to the other 
side of the river, but then managed to slink into a larger 
group. I had my back to the police boats, talking to my 
friends, but was on the line closest to the police. “Sir, if 
you do not move, we will arrest you,” the speaker system 
told me. 

I continued to paddle down the turgid, algae-filled 
Willamette when an activist to my left barked, “Sir, if you 
do not move, they will arrest you!” Usually activists don’t 
talk like that (or call me sir), so I took it more seriously. 
Apparently, the police had their pole out, and were within 
inches of hooking in my kayak, but I made my escape. 

My friend told me, “If you can keep by the side of 
the bridge, and float downstream some more, you might 
be able to break through their cordon.” This is precisely 
what I did, and it worked; kayaks slowly drifted out of 
the seam, and reassembled behind the police. 


RISING TIDE THROWS DOWN 

I can't say how relieved I was to still be in the water, and 
then a fellow activist from Bellingham paddled past me, 
saying, “Did you hear the good news?” 

“What?” : 

“Rising Tide locked down to the bridge behind us. 
They can't raise it.” 

Taking up my paddle again, I kayaked about half a 
mile down to the rail bridge between the Fennica and 
the St. Johns blockade. When I got there, I saw about 
six to ten police officers walking across the bridge. A few 
of them carried large toolboxes, one had gigantic bolt 
cutters, and another had a four-foot-long instrument 
that looked like a pole. They were only there for some 
thirty minutes before the U-lock was cut, and the Rising 
Tider, Jonah Majure, was extracted. All told, however, the 
ship had been held up for two hours by that single effort. 


Jonah later compared the extraction device to a light saber that cut 
through the lock. 

With the police coming to greet me, and the Fennica on its way, 
I returned to the spot where the blockade was taking place. All the 
kayakers had broken through the cordon, and floated directly in front 
of the 317-foot-long icebreaker. With a hull 85 feet wide, the Fennica 
weighs nearly 8,000 tons, and cuts down 41 feet into the water. Anyone 
hit by it could easily have been sucked under the river to their deaths. 

At this point, the police were crazy with adrenaline. I witnessed 
them ramming kayaks, ejecting kayakers into the water, and at one 
point a speedboat ran over a kayak completely. After the events had 
taken place, I saw a video of one kayaker who had been rammed and 
displaced from their kayak just yards away from the Fennica only to 
disappear under the water. The activist was pulled out by the police 
and detained, but the person who took the footage told me, “We 
thought they were dead.” 

Kayakers who were detained were forced to lie face- dows in the 
police boats as the cops continued their brutal work, pushing kayaks 
out of the way while the Fennica maintained a steady clip. The scene 
was terrible; the waters, darkened by the shadow of the beast, were 
littered with abandoned kayaks tossed about in the large wake of the 
hulking icebreaker. The whirlpool of death and destruction that lay 
directly in front of the menace did not deter people on the banks of 
the river from jumping in without a vessel to put their bodies in the 
way of the Fennica. 


THE DESCENT 

When the Fennica pushed its way through the blockade where the 
police climber had cut the line, I, as well as everyone else I had the 
privilege of spending the day with, probably felt sad and ashamed. 
But we were greeted with a tremendous rally from the hundreds of 
people who had gathered to support the cause. 

I am not sure how many people were arrested or detained—I 
know of two arrests for sure, but the legal support is still working on 
the issue. After the action, many of us rallied around the lines of the 
climbers as they descended, providing a buffer between them and the 
police who waited in the water with the fire department. Most, if not 
all of them, left without being arrested. 

Ruddy told me, “The resistance against Shell is a decades- 
long fight. From the deaths in Nigeria to the native families it has 
negatively impacted, I was thankful to add a page to the history books 
in the fight against Shell, and hoped that putting my body on the 
line honored those whom Shell has killed, harmed, and impacted— 
human and non-human.” 

I do believe that the global struggle to overcome this terrible sit- 
uation of brutality and horror will prevail. The Leviathan must be 


struck down. The fate of the world depends on it.% 


Sasha is a co-founding moderator of the EF! Newswire and an activist 
with Portland-based forest defense group Bark. 


JUNE 15—SHELL NO! PROTESTORS BLOCK 
ARCTIC DRILLING RIG FROM LEAVING 
SEATTLE 
Greenpeace “kayaktivists” paddled out 

to stop the Polar Pioneer at around 4:00 am 


- local time with 40 to 50 supporters in kayaks 


and canoes lined up behind the blockade. At 
least eleven protesters were arrested. 


JULY 25—FLOTILLA PROTESTS ARCTIC ICE 


BREAKER IN PORTLAND 
One hundred kayakers yelling “Shell 
nol” took to the water in an attempt to draw 


attention to the fact that Shell’s ship, the 


Fennica, was docked in Portland. When the 
flotilla reached the Fennica, the protesters 
unfurled banners that read “Climate Justice” 
and “You Shell Not Pass.” 


JULY 30—ACTIVISTS HANG FROM 
PORTLAND BRIDGE TO BLOCK SHELL'S 
ARCTIC VESSEL 

Thirteen climbers hung from St. Johns 
Bridge to stop the Fennica from leaving for 
the Arctic. Dozens of kayaks and canoes 
pinched the river channel just in front of the 
suspended protesters, each linked with arcing 
ropes between them and with long colorful 


The blockade lasted 40 hours. 


JULY 31—PORTLAND RISING TIDE ACTIVIST 
LOCKS DOWN TO STOP SHELL ICEBREAKER 
The climate justice activist locked himself 

by the neck to a Burlington Northern rail 


bridge in NE Portland to prevent the Fennica 


from leaving. The bridge represents a choke 
point in the route because it must raise in or- 
der for the ship to pass. After a couple hours 
the lock was cut and the lockdowner was 
removed and arrested. 


streamers trailing behind in the morning wind. 


Orca in SeaWorld San Diego performing — 
in the “Believe” show. 
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in the second quarter of 2014 SeaWorld’s net income 
was $37.4 million. In the second quarter of 2015 it 
was $5.8 million. That’s an 84 percent drop in profits. 

That's a huge decrease, but not a huge surprise. 
Public opinion of SeaWorld’s whale prisons has 
changed drastically in the last few years, mostly 
triggered by the release of the 2013 documentary 
Blackfish, in which former SeaWorld staff tell the 
truth about the theme parks’ abuse of wild animals, 
especially orcas. The film revealed that, along with 
being stolen from the wild (or born in captivity), 
forced to do backflips for positive reenforcement 
(and food), and being imprisoned in tanks that are 
1/3,000th the length they like to swim in a day, orcas’ 
lifespans are also shortened by being in captivity, and 
they endure constant psychological and physical abuse 
that often leads to severe mental health problems. 

Now that it’s finally common knowledge that 
SeaWorld is bad for animals and bad for oceans, people 
are avoiding the theme parks, and the company has 
taken a big financial hit. But instead of responding to 
criticisms about wild animal confinement by ending 
their captivity programs, SeaWorld has implemented 
an epic comeback campaign—referred to by the 
park as a “reputation campaign”—that includes 
three prongs: Spreading misinformation, increasing 
charitable work, and infiltrating animal rights groups. 

Let's look at that last one first. It was recently 
revealed by PETA that SeaWorld employee Paul 
McComb had been attending animal rights events 
for years, using the incredibly inventive alias “Thomas 
Jones.” He had protested outside of the company’s San 
Diego theme park, protested the SeaWorld float at the 
2013 Thanksgiving Day Parade, and was even arrested 
with seven other animal rights activists at the 2014 
Rose Parade in California. 

Once he was outed publicly, SeaWorld put 
McComb on leave. CEO Joel Manby said in a 
public statement: “The allegations made yesterday 
against a SeaWorld employee are very concerning. 
‘These allegations, if true, are not consistent with the 
values of the SeaWorld organization and will not be 
tolerated.” Which is not only empty and meaningless, 
but cowardly and stupid. If you hire someone to 
spy for you for reasons that you pretend—or tell 
yourself—are altruistic, don't throw that person 
under the bus when you get caught. Just stick to the 
story you've been telling the public (and yourself) for 
years, and say, “Yes, we told this employee to spy on 
counterproductive ‘animal rights’ extremists because 


we care about marine animals so very much, and so does 
he!” Don't resort to the old, “SeaWorld is a wholesome, 
honest, transparent company, and we would never do 
anything like that” line. You were just outed for being a 
lying, disrespectful, cutthroat animal exploiter—no one 
is going to buy it. You steal whales from the ocean and 
force them to dance for us. It’s what you do. Get over it. 

In an ostensibly less-sinister effort, SeaWorld is also 
increasing its rehabilitation work for marine life. That isn't 
bad in and of itself. For instance, they helped with cleanup 
for the recent oil spill in Santa Barbara, California, which 
is a positive thing. The problem is that they're doing this so 
they can say: “This is what we do. Look at this.” 

This greenwashing is common practice for Earth- 
destroying corporations. After the Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico in 2010, oil company 
BP paid California’s Aquarium of the Pacific to name 
their new collection of sea otter tanks the “BP Sea Otter 
Habitat.” Right now you can go to Long Beach and, for 
the price of admission, “Discover their above-water home 
with realistic rockwork, murals, and lighting,” thanks to 
BP. This does not make BP a company that’s good for 
sea life, and SeaWorld contributing money to clean up 
an oil spill doesn’t change the fact that that money came 
from robbing the oceans of marine life and robbing that 
marine life of freedom and sanity. 

SeaWorld also recently spent $10 million funding 
research and conservation projects for orcas in the wild. 
Which is also great—except it’s the same amount they 
spent on a new media campaign in an attempt to get people 
hyped on whale backflips again. This is the third prong of 
the reputation campaign: Spreading misinformation. To 
start, just to shake things up, they fired 311 employees, 
many of them from their marketing department. Then 
they spent $10 million on a public relations makeover 
that included TV spots and print ads touting their 
veterinary care and a string of failed social media stunts 
which they refer to as their “truth campaign” (including 
the #AskSeaWorld Twitter hashtag, which backfired 
gloriously). They also financed a fake environmental 
group called Awesome Ocean to spread pro-captivity 
propaganda (see “Wolves and Poodles,” page 63). 

Years of development, millions of dollars, thousands 
of tweets, hundreds of fired employees; TV and print ads, 
news articles, entire bogus front-companies—and none 
of it worked! Eighty-four percent profit loss. In one year. 
Everyone still hates you, SeaWorld. 

The SeaWorld franchise has two choices: It can 
phase out the animal captivity aspects of its parks, try 
to become a more traditional theme park, and hope that 


it can survive the transition; or it can keep imprisoning 
wildlife and churning out useless commercials, and burn 
out much more quickly. Either way, I think fondly of 
the time, soon to come, when SeaWorld as we know it is 
no more, and it’s much harder for the public to swallow 
the propaganda of the smaller, more dilapidated whale 
prisons—and that much easier to shut them all down.% 


SeaWorld employee Paul McComb 
(circled) arrested with seven animal 
rights activists at 2013 Rose Parade. 
Originally tweeted by @peta. 
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Fossil Fuel Infrastructure 
Targeted by Earth First! in 


THREE POST-RENDEZVOUS 


ACTIONS 


On July 7, Earth First!ers concluded their annual week- 
long Round River Rendezvous with three actions against 
extreme energy extraction and transport in Vermont and 
New York. The simultaneous actions included two sepa- 
rate lockdowns on fracked oil infrastructure, and a boat 
flotilla followed by a rally and symbolic oil train block- 
ade. The day was full of solemn remembrance for those 
already lost, as well as celebration of movements standing 
together against fossil fuel infrastructure. 

The actions funneled the energy and skills gained over 
the Rendezvous’ week of workshops and discussions that 
took place in the Green Mountains of Vermont, on oc- 
cupied Abenaki territory. The day was organized as part 
of a week of action across North America commemorat- 
ing the second anniversary of the Lac-Mégantic disaster, 
which killed 47 people when a train carrying oil exploded 
in the Quebec town. 

In Addison County, Vermont, over forty organiz- 
ers with Trans and/or Women’s Action Camp (TWAC) 
blocked a truck carrying fracked gas to the International 
Paper mill. One activist locked their body to the bumper 
of the truck, while many others gathered in front as a soft 
blockade. The truck’s bumper had to be removed to end 
the lockdown. A separate TWAC contingent dropped a 
banner from the Champlain Bridge that read: “Not by 


by abdab 


truck, rail, or pipeline. EF! TWAC.” The protest closed 
one lane of Vermont 17 at the foot of the Champlain 
Bridge for about two hours. 

TWAC spokesperson Emma McCumber said that 
the action aimed to raise awareness of “extreme energy 
extraction that is fueling social and ecological violence 
and climate change.” The CEO of NG Advantage, the 
gas distributor whose truck was halted by the lockdown, 
expressed confusion over the choice to block a fracked 
gas truck, but the activists maintain that natural gas ex- 
traction is just as destructive to the climate and living 
organisms as oil. 

One organizer, Molly Stuart of Burlington, Vermont, 
declared, “We're saying no to using the Champlain Valley 
as an energy corridor. The transportation of fossil fuels 
is volatile and dangerous whether it’s by pipeline, train, 
or truck. Extreme energy extraction is destructive in all 
stages, and we are taking action to denounce the ongo- 
ing colonization of First Nations territory in so-called Al- 
berta, and the continued and ever-expanding reliance on 
fossil fuels.” 

Songs, chants, and cheers continued as the lockdown- 
er and three members of their support team were arrested. 

Meanwhile, in Williston, Vermont, about 30 protesters 
stopped work at a Vermont Gas Systems construction 
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site. The protesters arrived as a “deconstruction team,” 
complete with bright vests, shovels, and a marching 
band. They also carried construction signs with messages 
like “Deconstruction in Progress,” “Area Closed,” and 
“Expect Eternal Delays.” 

Two people used a straight lockbox to attach them- 
selves to a ditch digging machine that was laying pipe 
under the highway, while a third locked their neck to 
one of the activists’ ankles to make the extraction process 
more difficult. All three were arrested, as was a support 
person who refused to leave the site, though he'd said he 
would leave voluntarily once the lockdowners had been 
extracted safely. The lockdown lasted for two hours, but 
workers were sent home during the action, ending work 
for the day. 

Community members have been protesting the site of 
Vermont Gas’s Addison Natural Gas Project since 2012. 
The multi-phase expansion project would have brought 
gas under Lake Champlain to the International Paper 
(IP) mill in Ticonderoga, New York, were it not for the 
successful grassroots campaign that forced IP to with- 
draw from the project. This has thrown the first phase of 
the project back into regulatory review and uncertainty. 

All nine of the people arrested over the course of the 
day were released quickly, with minor charges. 

In the third action against fossil fuels, more than a 
hundred people converged in Ticonderoga for a boat flo- 
tilla, a rally, and a symbolic blockade. 

Tens of millions of gallons of fracked oil are transport- 
ed along Lake Champlain annually, and the boat flotil- 
la sought to draw attention to the damage a spill could 
do to the water. The flotilla was followed by a rally that 
included speeches by local environmental groups as well 
as energetic performances by Bread and Puppet Theater. 
The rally then marched to a nearby train station where the 
protesters occupied the tracks for 47 minutes in memo- 
ry of the 47 lives lost in Lac-Mégantic, Quebec. On the 
tracks, moments of silence and remembrance were bal- 
anced with marching band music and lively singing. 

Earth Firstlers are committed to fighting fracked gas 
and oil infrastructure at every turn. The range of actions 
over the day showed that even in the face of destruction 
and pain, there is still much to celebrate. There is joy to 
be found in standing strong with one another, spending 
a week in the woods, a day on the water, or a morning 
getting in the way of dirty energy. As resistance contin- 
ues, the resolve to fight with both rage and love will only 
continue to grow. 

Stay updated on these campaigns! RISINGTIDEVER- 
MONT.ORG, TWAC.WORDPRESS.COM, GREENMOUNTAIN- 
EARTHFIRST.TUMBLR.COM. & 


18 12901989 ag 
eis) 
wT 


Top and middle: Protesters fram TWAC 
stop a truck carrying compressed natu- 
ral gas near the Champlain Bridge 


Bottom: Protesters from Rising Tide 
Vermont chained themselves to con- 
struction equipment at a Vermont Gas 
Pipeline construction site 
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Suggestions and 
Questions for 
Challenging 
White Supremacy 
in Earth First! 


by August 


Oh Earth First!, will you ever learn? It seems most times 
I've gone to a Round River Rendezvous (RRR, or Ron- 
dy), a group of people of color bring up a serious list of 
concerns regarding race in the movement, and a group of 
white people get together to try to address the concerns. 
This pattern sucks, and it’s not working. 

It’s not working because white people aren't taking it 
seriously enough. It’s not working because Earth First! is 
a movement, not an organization, therefore it is difficult 
to figure out structural changes. It’s not working because 
there is a strong history of racism (and other systems of 
oppression) in this movement. It’s not working because 
white people trying to “fix” things can perpetuate 
the pattern. And it’s not working because everyone is 
at different places in thinking about race and white 
supremacy, and we have to keep starting at “Racism 101.” 

This past Rendezvous, in the beautiful blueberry hills 
of what's colonially known as Vermont (but is actually 
Abanaki territory), had a larger focus on these conversa- 
tions. There were panels that addressed racism, prison, 
and white supremacy, as well as the Indigenous history 
and current issues of the area. There were workshops 
about decolonization. But there were also impromptu 
days of discussion specifically around racism in the move- 
ment, after—once again—people of color called out the 
obvious racism for what it was. As a facilitator and/or 
participant in most of the organized discussions that 


white folks had, I offered to type up the notes from these 


discussions and send them to organizers of future EF! 
gatherings, the Organizer’s Conference (OC) committee, 
and the Journal. I was not a part of all the conversations, 
and not a part of conversations within the groups of peo- 
ple of color (POC), but I hope these notes and sugges- 
tions can be another platform for real change to happen. 

The following is a raw compilation of some (but not 
all) of the questions, concerns, and ideas that came out 
of these discussions. Contact the Journal for the full doc- 
ument. Just to be clear, this list is by no means intended 
to be comprehensive or provide any “answers,” but rather 
to serve as a reportback from several brainstorming ses- 
sions about how white supremacy plays out within EF!, 
and to provide a point of reference for the future. These 
suggestions mostly came from white people who are try- 
ing to step up and change patterns; not everyone who 
participated in these conversations agrees with everything 
on the list. 

Let's do better all the time, be good to each other, 
challenge each other, grieve together, and keep on strug- 
gling for justice for the land and its people. If we are not 
fighting for collective liberation and sovereignty, what are 
we fighting for? 


WHAT WE (WHITE PEOPLE) KNOW WE ARE DOING 

WRONG: 

* Ignoring or refusing to call out offensive behaviors 
(like cultural appropriation), and waiting for those 
who are directly affected by racism to point it out. 

* Jumping to defend other white people when they are 
called out for racist behaviors, thereby prioritizing 
dominant identities that take up even more space. 

* Focusing on ways marginalized identities lack privilege 
without recognizing the strength and resilience of 
marginalized communities. 

* Some organizers proposed that the 2014 Cascadia 
Rondy be alcohol-free at the request of an Indigenous 
elder who wanted to participate. Many other organiz- 
ers were hostile to the dry Rondy proposal, so it ended 
up being very alcohol-centric, resulting in an exclu- 
sionary, disrespectful space. The Ohio OC was dry, 


and some feel that’s why it was better. 


QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

* How do white people work on this, while not further 
silencing the voices of POC in EF!? How do white 
people make suggestions and recommendations with- 
out tokenizing or excluding POC? 

¢ What worked in Ohio? 

* How do we incorporate decolonization/anti-oppres- 
sion into EF! culture and regional organizing? 
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What are examples of internalized white supremacist 
behavior? 

How are we creating a culture that feels so unsafe for 
many POC? How is “doing the work” of dismantling 
white supremacist culture not just holding space for 
workshops, but also addressing how our shared cul- 
ture is playing that out? What are we going to do to 
change that culture? 

How can we help change the structure of the RRR, 
since these issues come up repeatedly? 

What are EF!ers doing the rest of the year to support 
POC and Indigenous struggles? 


SPECIFIC SUGGESTIONS AND THOUGHTS: 


Make sure action planning (meetings, recon, supply 
runs) don’t conflict with anti-oppression workshops. 
“Wilderness” policies like federal land and national 
parks are a form of colonization and white ownership, 
since “wilderness” implies a place absent of people 
and erases the history of people on that land. Many 
of these policies restrict Indigenous peoples’ ability to 
access their own land to harvest, practice rituals, and 
so on. EF! talks about wilderness often, and supports 
many of these projects. 

The rushed, goal-oriented nature of action planning 
glazes over the slower anti-oppression work that’s nec- 
essary for building inclusive movements. Consider not 
doing an action if it de-prioritizes working through 
issues around confronting white supremacy and other 
systems of oppression. 

Make “Anti-Racism 101” a mandatory workshop. 
When presenting workshops, don’t isolate environ- 
mental issues from race. 

Foster continuity between Organizer’s Conferences 
and Rondies by amplifying and acknowledging ongo- 
ing conversations instead Of starting over every time. 
Take time to live in and familiarize ourselves with 
places where we organize before taking on agency to 
work with the community there. We cannot create 
solutions to the problem, and we are not entitled to 
“fix” anything. 

We are not experts, and we do not have the answers. 
Maybe Indigenous peoples do not want relationships, 
especially not relationships with strings attached. 
Maybe they want the resources we have. 

Use the Indigenous names for land and people, not 
colonial versions of their names. 

Foster a culture of having caucuses within subgroups 
(like TWAC, POC, and more) to talk about issues 
and generate requests to oppressor groups who also 
have caucuses. If using caucuses, make sure there are 


groups for people who have intersecting identities. 
Offer workshops about how to respond to a call-out. 


WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? NOTES FROM CON- 
VERSATIONS ON MOVING FORWARD WITH INSTITU- 
TIONAL MEMORY: 


Why didn’t similar previous processes continue? Simi- 
lar conversations and commitments were made at the 
2013 RRR, and those suggestions did not continue. It 
was discussed that there was a lack of accountability 
and a feeling of discomfort that it was white people 
making the changes. 

Send seed money to POC-only OC ($1,000 was given 
to individuals at the end of this Rondy). 

If respectful and appropriate, talk to people who have 
left the movement for a variety of reasons and hear 
their stories. Ask them what could be done differently. 
Bring these stories and ideas to the OC. 

How can we move forward with transparency? How 
can we support and hold the next organizers account- 
able to changes that are agreed upon at previous 
gatherings? ‘ 

Have a work-in-progress list of goals for Rondies. 
The OC will spend much of its focus on addressing 
these historical and systemic issues within EF!, fig- 
ure out some ways at moving forward from here, and 
work with the next Rondy organizers. 

Before going to the OC, all participants should read 
the existing Earth First! anti-oppression documents, 
and interview people who might not be comfortable 
at gatherings or who had left gatherings. In these con- 
versations, we will ask what could change, and any 
resources or suggestions they might have. 

What could change to make EF! less white suprem- 
acist, less misogynistic, less ableist, less classist, less 
oppressive in general? What are your experiences and 
suggestions? . 

Knowing that EF! is not an organization or com- 
munity, but a decentralized movement and mostly 
just an ideology, how can we change? We cannot, 
as individuals or even as a movement, eradicate 
the beasts of colonization and capitalism, but what 
can we do from where we are, and how do we keep 
moving forward? 


August is a white person living in the rural Northeast who is 
committed to the collective liberation of all things and find- 
ing better ways to call white people into this work. They are 
hungry for challenging and compassionate dialogue about 


these issues and more. 
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WHITE PEOPLE DREADS: 


This article was inspired by the 2015 Earth First! Round 
River Rendezvous, and the serious issue of white supremacy that 
predictably showed its face in our organizing spaces once again. 
Despite the fact that this problem is complex, and will require 
serious effort on the part of white folks to address, Im writing this 
in hopes that there is some low-hanging fruit for what we can do to 
make our movement spaces less hostile to people of color. 

Just like at past Rondies, cultural appropriation was an 
enormous issue—white people dreads in particular. From my 
own (white cis male) perspective, I found that although many 
people seemed ready to argue against cultural appropriation in 
general, they seemed more reluctant to challenge white people with 
dreadlocks. When I talked to other white folks about this, I got 
some of the following responses. I follow each response with my best 
attempt at persuading you that the argument is wrong. 


some Common Arguments and Counterarguments 


“BUT THE CELTS, THE ANCIENT SCOTS, AND THE SPAR- 
TANS HAD DREADS.” 

It is true that many. cultures have fashion involving matted 
or bunched hair, but they aren't “dreadlocks,” which carry 
specific ‘cultural and spiritual meanings. None of us lives 
in a vacuum; even if your intentions are to pay homage to 
indigenous European cultures, your image is representative of 
a different history. Despite the fact that dreadlocks fueled the 
Black Power movement and continue to push back against 
white supremacist beauty standards, many white people 
have latched onto their popularity and claimed the look for 
themselves. If you are a white person wearing dreads, no 
matter what your intentions, you will be contributing to this 
cultural vampirism. 

Asa side note, if you are wearing dreads as a white person in 
an attempt to connect with precolonial indigenous European 
cultures, it would be worth asking yourself whether you are 
placing more importance on decolonizing yourself than on 
contributing tangible support to people of color. 


“CULTURAL APPROPRIATION IS EVERYWHERE; CHANGING 
MY APPEARANCE WON’T HELP.” 

We live in a time when most aspects of amerikkkan culture, 
from rock n’ roll to baggy jeans, have been stolen from poor 
black and brown folks and sold for corporate profit. However 
(and I am speculating here), it seems like there is something 
about embodying a stolen culture—seeking to become part of 
a nonwhite culture—that is particularly violent. When white 
people listen to rock n’ roll, we are consuming stolen culture; 
but when we hang a dreamcatcher from our window, we are 
actually taking part in that theft. 


“BUT YOU WEAR GAUGES OR [INSERT OTHER FORM OF 
CULTURAL APPROPRIATION HERE].” 

I think this kind of response indicates a larger problem in our 
radical spaces, in which we interpret-critical and challenging 


by Niko 
conversations about race as a finger-pointing game. If we are 
in this together, then let's try to learn from each other instead 


of invalidating each other's arguments based on imperfections 
or hypocrisies. 


“MY HAIR DREADS NATURALLY.” 

Unless you go long periods without access to running water, 
having dreads is a choice. For white people, that choice comes 
with a large amount of privilege. While a nonwhite person who 
dreads their hair might face even more scrutiny by the police, 
less employability and/or increased mistrust by white society, 
those disadvantages are not shared on an equal basis with white 
people. This is how cultural appropriation works. When white 
people began to wear dreadlocks, they started erasing the hair 
style’s historical ties to black militancy and began the association 
of dreads with edgy, yet harmless white counterculture. This did 
nothing to change the stereotypes associated with black dread- 
locks (on top of the stereotypes Anglo-European society already 
assigns to all black-and brown bodies), and white people con- 
tinue to enjoy the advantages of this appropriation to this day. 
The argument over what is natural or not obscures these more 
important issues of power in our society. Human beings are 
capable of doing many “natural” things that are still harmful; 
so let’s not let that word distract us. 


“ALL MY POC FRIENDS AT HOME TELL ME IT’S OKAY.” 

So yes, if you google “dreadlocks appropriation” you will find 
plenty of people of color who couldn't care one way or the 
other about the issue. But this is where I think it comes down 
to whether we're trying to get some kind of global consensus 
on racial issues, or to avoid hurting and exploiting one another 
when we fight for a common cause. If you hear that your words 
or actions are hurting somebody who you are trying to be allies 
with, wouldn't you stop? Wouldn't you stop especially if you 
knew that these people had been historically hurt and alienated 
by spaces that you shared? 
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Twice each year, Earth First! groups from around the US gather in remote forests to tell 
stories, make plans, renew old friendships, and spark new ones. During the Bioregional 


Roundup, people from various regions of the country update their fellow rabble-rousers about 


environmental destruction occurring in their areas and what they’re doing to fight it, as well as 
outside help that is needed and plans for the future. To contact any of these groups, check out 
the directory in the back of this issue or email us at COLLECTIVE@EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG. 
Here are some—admittedly hastily written—notes from the Roundup. We hope these prove 


as a catalyst to seek further knowledge about and possibly take action in environmental (and 


other) fights that are being waged in the community you live in. 


BIOREGIONAL ROUNDUP 


ABENAKI TERRITORY/ SO-CALLED VERMONT 
Folks kept busy organizing the 2015 EF! Rendezvous. They have 
been throwing down against Vermont Gas to stop a fracked gas 
pipeline from being built. Phase 2, which would have piped gas 
under Lake Champlain, has already been canceled. Individuals 
have also been working with Migrant Justice in a workers’ 
rights campaign for Ben and Jerry's workers. 


BUFFALO FIELD CAMPAIGN 

For 18 years, folks have worked to defend the largest remaining 
wild buffalo herd on the continent. Volunteers are needed 
November through May in West Yellowstone, Montana, to 
help end the slaughter of buffalo that leave the park. 


CHEROKEE TERRITORY/WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA 


September 24—27: Action camp against GE trees. 


EF! DIVE TEAM 
Coming soon to a body of water near you. Who's ready for 
some underwater blockades? 


FLORIDA 

Everglades Earth Firstlers are fighting the destruction of a forest 
that will result in an animal testing lab, a display showcase for 
a weapons manufacturer, and more houses in the suburban 
sprawl of South Florida. Longleaf Earth First! is currently laying 
groundwork—including plans to partner with local naturalist 
groups to conduct endangered species surveys in the pipeline 
path—for a fight against the Sabal Trail pipeline, a fracked gas 
pipeline project of Spectra Energy for which construction is 
scheduled begin in spring of 2016. Residents in the Keys are 
battling against the release of genetically engineered mosquitoes. 
In addition, folks had been planning to resist the the King and 
Queen of Spain’s arrival to Saint Augustine to celebrate 450 
years of colonialism, theft, and murder. The event occurred in 
the beginning of September. 
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The Middle Fork Salmon River in the Frank Church River 
of No Return Wilderness area, proposed sight of the 
Golden Hand gold mine 


IDAHO 

The US Forest Service is in the process of permitting the 
Golden Hand gold mine in the Frank Church River of No 
Return Wilderness Area. There are also a number of timber 
sales proposed in Idaho. 


MAINE 

Maine EF! and SEEDS for Justice are working with Penobscot 
folks, who are once again having to defend their territory from 
the state, which is attempting a water grab. Folks have organized 
rallies and flotillas. This is intertwined with the massive East- 
West corridor that activists have been fighting successfully for 
years. There have also been numerous rail blockades this year, 
and overwhelming opposition to mining. Natural gas and 
industrial wind still pose a threat. 


MASSACHUSETTS 
Flood Boston folks are battling Spectra Energy and their plans for 


fracked gas pipelines, compressor stations, and export terminals. 


Kinder Morgan is hoping to build a pipeline through the Berk- 
shires and local folks are challenging survey crews and ordinances. 


GREAT LAKES 

Michigan Coalition Against Tar Sands and Detroit Coalition 
Against Tar Sands are fighting Enbridge pipelines, Marathon 
refineries, and vast expanses of industrial pollution. 

Fen Valley EF! has been resisting Western Michigan 
University’s intentions to expand the Business Technology 
Research Park onto 44 of the 53 acres in the wildlife corridor 
known as Colony Farm Orchard. The state is also auctioning 
off thousands of acres of oil and gas leases, and proposing more 
injection wells, 


INDIANA 

Several organizations, including the Indiana Forest Alliance, 
Heart of the River Coalition, Hoosier Environmental Council, 
and others, are fighting to stop a new dam from being 
constructed on the West Fork White River in Anderson. The 
proposed Mounds Reservoir would flood out seven miles 
of mature riparian forest habitat, displace 400 families and 
dozens of businesses, inundate the state-dedicated Mounds Fen 
Nature Preserve, and threaten 2,000-year-old Adena-Hopewell 
earthworks, a sacred and extremely complex site. The Indiana 
Forest Alliance continues the fight to protect the wildest areas 
of Indiana's state forests through its Wild Indiana Campaign, 
which seeks to establish State Wild Areas. Some local folks, 
including Glaciers Edge EF! and other unaffiliated @-teamers, 
are in preliminary discussions with Marius Mason about 
establishing a land trust in southern Indiana. 


NEW ORLEANS 

A treesit was occupied for a week and a half to stop construc- 
tion of a golf course in City Park, which has become overgrown 
ten years after Hurricane Katrina. 


NEW YORKSTATE 
Hudson Valley EF! is fighting gas power plants, specifically the 
CPV Valley Energy Center. Come on out and help! 


OAK FLAT/SO-CALLED ARIZONA 

Earth First!ers in this region have been showing solidarity with 
the San Carlos Apache in their fight against the US Congress’ 
land grab of Apache territory, where they intend to build a 
copper mine. 


OAKLAND, CA . 

Occupy the Farm is resisting attempts by the University of 
California to develop and pave over seven acres of the historic 
Gill Tract Farm, which plays an important role in research and 


Cary Bass-Deschenes 


food production for ur- 
ban agriculture. Folks 
are running out of legal 
recourse. 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
Cascadia Forest De- 
fenders successfully 


stopped the White Cas- 
tle Timber sale using a 
combination of survey- 
ing and direct action, 
and are also fighting 
the Jordan Cove LNG 
pipeline. The Elliott 
State Forest is still in 
need of defense. Folks 
at the Northwest Eco- 
system Survey Team 
will be welcoming vol- 
unteers to climb trees 
and look for red tree vole nests. Last year, numerous sections of 
forest were saved because these climbers found and document- 
ed the nests. 

Wolf populations are on the rise and the OR-7 wolf 
pack had more pups. The Jazz Timber Sale, a throwback to 
’90s-era old growth logging, is a proposed 2000-acre sale in the 
Collawash River watershed in Mt. Hood National Forest. 

In Eastern Oregon, Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 
is always looking for summer volunteers to aid in forest 
monitoring that can successfully stop timber sales. 

Portland and Seattle have been fighting a plethora of oil and 
gas terminals. Folks have also been throwing down on rail and 


boat blockades. 


PENNSYLVANIA 

Marcellus Shale EF! has been using blockades, sitdowns, and 
treesits to protect the Loyalsock State Forest from up to 25 well 
pads. Folks are also in the process of starting a biodiversity proj- 
ect which intends to protect forest lands using survey teams. 


TEXAS 
Folks in Denton have been fighting fracking and radicalizing 
liberals. A local ban was passed on fracking that was then 
superseded by the state. As of the beginning of July, there 
had been 10 arrests. People are also fighting export terminals 
and pipelines. Many of the oil and gas companies terrorizing 
landscapes across the country are headquartered in Houston. 
Marius Mason is being incarcerated in Fort Worth, Texas. 
See “From the Cages” on page 34 for more information.& 


JOIN US FOR THE 2016 EARTH FIRST! ROUND RIVER RENDEZVOUS 
The next Round River Rendezvous will take place in Michigan in early July, 2016. Look for updates and specifics on the Earth 
First! Newswire and in upcoming issues of the Journal. If you've never been to an Earth First! Rondy before, we challenge you to 
step out of your comfort zone and into the workshops, presentations, networking, and actions that make each Rondy unique. 
See you in Michigan! 
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Occupy the Farm in Oakland, CA 


Hyodkyaalto Eco Action Group 
DEFENDS FINLAND’S COASTAL FORESTS 


FROM NUCLEAR EXPANSION 


On the coast of the Bothnian Bay, in the Finnish 
municipality of Pyhajoki, sits the low-lying Hanhikivi 
Cape—habitat for well over a hundred bird species, more 
than 250 species of plants, and threatened amphibians 
like the elusive moor frog. With ice ridges that can reach 
over 30 feet in the air, and low coasts exposed to nine-foot 
variations in sea level, the Cape is a rugged biodiversity 
hotspot unlike any other on the planet. 

Inside a few small cabins on the coast of the Cape, 
beneath black flags and protest banners, members of the 
Hyékyaalto Eco Action Group have set up a base camp. 
The environmental anarchist group is defending the Cape 
from Fennovoima, a Finnish nuclear power company 
that’s clearcutting Hanhikivi’s coastal forest to make way 
for a new power plant. 

The Hydkyaalto Eco Action Group has been following 
the Fennovoima nuclear project for years. Hydkyaalto is 
part of the Rising Tide network (Hyékyaalto roughly 
translates to “tidal wave”), and was formed in 2008 to 
mobilize people for the 2009 COP15 climate conference 
in Copenhagen. When the COP 15 was over, they decided 


to focus on more concrete projects. 


The group’s first protest against Fennovoima took place 
in Helsinki in May of 2014. The following September, 
Fennovoima began to build a road into Hanhikivi, and 
members of Hyékyaalto used a tripod to block the road, 
halting construction for six hours. The weather was 
harsh, and it was proving difficult to find people to join 
and sustain the resistance movement. But it was during 
this blockade that they got to know locals in the area, 
including some who were fighting for their cottages in 
Hanhikivi and were willing to let the eco-activists live in 
them as long as they kept resisting the company. 

With the gift of this new home base, Hyékyaalto 
decided to organize a summer action camp. Folks from 
other environmental groups, including Friends of the 
Earth Finland, proposed coordinating on a set of camps, 
and the groups announced publicly that multiple camps 
would begin in June. From the anncouncement: 


Energy company Fennovoima intends to 
start building a new nuclear power plant at the 
ecologically valuable Hanhikivi cape in Pyhajoki, 
in Northern Ostrobothnia of Finland. Join us to 
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stop the construction of this 100,000 year lasting 
problem, at its beginning! 


Despite the camps publicly beginning in June, the 
group secretly planned to start a long-term resistance 
camp much earlier—on April 26, the anniversary of the 
Chernoby] disaster. 

In February, before the camp began, the Fortum En- 
ergy Company—which was in negotiations to save Fen- 
novoima from a somewhat dire financial situation—held 
a press conference in Helsinki. Members of Hyékyaalto 
crashed the event with megaphones, banners, and a sam- 
ba band, warning the company that it would be targeted 
if ic continued to work with Fennovoima. 

Though they hadn’t anticipated cutting of the forest to 
begin until the end of April, on April 15 activists got word 
that waste management company Lassila & Tikanoja 
had begun clearing trees in Hanhikivi. Two days later, 
five activists invaded Lassila & Tikanoja headquarters, 
distributing fliers and refusing to leave the building until 
the cutting was canceled. Three were carried out by police 
and arrested. 

With a sense of urgency to begin occupying the area 
and to see the destruction for themselves, Hydkyaalto 


activists arrived in Hanhikivi on April 21. The next day, 
as people continued to pour in from northern Finland 
and local areas, someone climbed a tree to stop it from 
being cut. At the same time, two cars blocked the road, 
halting cutting machines and security vehicles. Other ac- 
tivists placed their bodies in front of machines to stop 
the destruction; two of the blockaders were immediately 
arrested. But the tree occupation held, and was contin- 
uously supplied with warm clothes, food, and water by 
the camp. After 16 hours, a heavy snow storm forced the 
activist out of the tree, and the next morning that small 
section of forest was completely cleared. 

But as the camp grew, so did the number of blockades. 
On April 25, activists blocked a tractor for six hours with 
a lockdown. Later in the day, they stopped a log truck 
on the road beside the tractor. At this point news and 
pictures of the repeated protests began to spread through 
national media, bringing mainstream attention to the 
nuclear project and environmental resistance. 

Tensions between workers and activists started to 
build. Three days after the tractor and log truck lock- 
down, a group of four people attempted to block another 
log truck as it was speeding down the road. They stood in 
the road, banner in hand, ready to jump onto the truck as 


it slowed. But the truck driver made no attempt to stop, 
and three people had to dive into a ditch to avoid being 
hit. The fourth managed to jump onto the truck, climb- 
ing up the logs while the vehicle sped down the forest 
road, and raising the banner once the truck was forced 
to stop. The truck was halted for several hours, until the 
cops and fire crew were able to remove the activist. 

Despite these blockades and delays, Fennovoima was 
able to cut over 200 acres of coastal forest in the second half 
of April. The environmentalists claim the company began 
cutting before it had legal permission to do so, destroying 
nests of endangered white-backed woodpeckers, and dis- 
turbing rare white-tailed eagles with their heavy machines. 

Stopping work became a daily routine for the forest 
defenders occupying the Cape. People played ongoing 
games of cat and mouse with deforestation crews, often 
climbing on and occupying heavy machinery and then 
running away to escape capture when authorities arrived. 
The only road to the Hyékyaalto cabins goes through a 
clearcut area, and people slowed or stopped logging trucks 
and security vehicles whenever they were on the road. 

In June, on the fiftieth day of the occupation, the cops 
announced that they had been called out to the area fif- 
ty times since the camp began—an average of once a day. 
Most of the calls involved people climbing on trucks and 
machinery, sometimes locking down with bike locks or 
lockboxes—and often unlocking to escape the police, only 
to lock to another machine once they left. Eventually Fen- 
novoima rented a telehandler—a kind of mix between a 
cherrypicker and a forklift—to remove protesters from 
machines without having to call the fire department every 
time. But the machines in swampier areas were still inac- 
cessible to the telehandlers, and there was little police or 
guards could do when someone climbed on top of them. 

Hyékyaalto members, whom I interviewed for this 
article, said they also focused their efforts on other as- 
pects of the project, doing anything they could to slow 
construction: 


At the time, in April, we were few people 
against twenty machines, so we managed to 
disturb the work, but unfortunately not save the 
forest. Only little parts of it are still left, and that 
will be cut down if our current camp is evicted. 
But there is a lot of other work going on that we 
resist, especially their attempts to build a fence 
around the area. We won't let them build a fence 
to bar us outside the area—we literally attempt 
to de-fence the cape. There is still some amazing 
coastal forest left, and it should be public area for 
everyone, not a bottom for a nuclear plant. 
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Along with the blockades and other forms of above- 
ground direct action, acts of sabotage have also taken 
place against the project, on the Cape and elsewhere. In 
Helsinki, on April 23, two vans belonging to Lassila & 
Tikanoja were burned out completely by an incendiary 
device, and a third van was damaged in the same fire. 
On June 8, an excavator on the Fennovoima construction 
site had its cables cut and windows smashed, and later in 
June the cables on another excavator and a bulldozer were 
destroyed. 

When I asked Hydkyaalto how the camp felt 
about these anonymous acts of sabotage, there were 
understandably some mixed feelings. “Hyékyaalto is an 
open group doing open direct action, so it’s not a safe 
base for sabotage. This is something that many just don't 
understand when accusing the network of carrying out 
the actions. We do support more radical action, but when 
it happens next to the camp and media calls constantly to 
overloaded people in the camp, it’s a bit of a challenging 
position.” 

According to the group, it’s often the locals who sym- 
pathize with property destruction, rather than the activ- 
ists who traveled to the camp. They say this largely comes 
from the rigid dichotomies often perpetuated in radical 
environmental groups. “Sometimes it feels like ‘normal 
countryside people’ understand better why to sabotage 
a machine rather than just sit on it. In their mind seems 
to be a line between legal and illegal action, not so much 
between nonviolent civil disobedience and sabotage.” 

There is a long history of anti-nuclear activism in Fin- 
land, and the resistance in Hanhikivi aims to make clear 
that nuclear energy isn’t a climate solution. Unfortunately, 
like most Western countries, Finland is a corporatist state, 
where the business elites and corporations have their hands 
in politics, and the NGOs have a close relationship with 
the government. Anarchism and radicalism haven't been 
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very popular in the country, though the radical movement 
has grown in the last few years. In the "90s and early 2000s 
the country’s animal rights movement expanded and be- 
came more radical, with frequent acts of sabotage against 
the fur industry. This sort of sabotage still takes place, but 
for the most part the animal rights movement in Finland 
has abandoned nighttime actions in favor of investigations, 
lobbying, and other, less radical tactics. The current envi- 
ronmentally-motivated occupation of the Hanhikivi Cape 
is a unique phenomenon for the country, as are the acts of 
sabotage against Fennovoima. 

Though they focus their energy on blockades, lock- 
downs, demonstrations, and public outreach, many 
Hyékyaalto members believe the sabotage is also a step 
in the right direction: “It’s been seen as a serious problem 
that ecotage doesn’t occur in Finland, which is advertised 
as a paradise for mining companies—the last place left 
where there is no fear of active resistance. Let’s hope the 
information about the new wave [of sabotage] spreads to 
possible investors of other similar projects, too.” 

Since the occupation itself is something of an experi- 
ment for the region, the activists are learning a lot as they 
go, including simply how to function as a self-organized 
anarchist community. “Actually, this might be the longest 
anarchist experiment of this scale in Finland,” said Hydk- 
yaalto members. “We hope that the skills of self-manage- 
ment will be used in other environments in the future. It 
has been great to get to know so many new inspired peo- 

‘ple. Also, the international atmosphere at the camp has 
been a great inspiration for many new people. Of course 
we haven't been able to avoid conflicts, but after all, mo- 
ments of crisis are also needed to go forward in building 
a stronger culture of resistance.” 


As would be expected with 
any occupation—especially in 
a setting that hasn't been ex- 
posed to similar radical proj- 
ects—there are lots of people 
in Finland and in the Han- 
hikivi region who don’t like 
what Hydkyaalto is doing: 
People who buy into the Fen- 
novoima propaganda about 
creating jobs, clean energy, 
and wealth for the country, 
which they see the eco-radi- 
cals as trying to spoil. But the 
activists are quick to point out 
that they only have access to 
the cottages at the construc- 
tion site because of supportive 
locals, and without them the camp—and the current 
foundation of the resistance—would not be possible. 


It's a common struggle. Sometimes the cot- 
tage owners demonstrate with us, and we have 
given interviews to media together. They felt 
frustrated and lonely before we came, but now 
everyone knows how unfair they have been 
treated and they get a lot of support to struggle 
against the company pressuring them. They are 
amazingly brave people. We have gotten to know 
many people there, and some of them visit the 
camp regularly. In the end of May we organized 
a dance party with music that the cottage owners 
had chosen. We got a boat from a neighbor, and 
many bring us food, water, wood, and money. 
Still we feel that many who would support us 
are afraid to come to visit or express aloud what 
they feel, and of course the media hassle around 
the destroyed diggers doesn’t make it easier. We 
wished to have bigger demonstrations with the 
locals, but only a few have participated. 


At the time of this writing, the resistance camp is fac- 
ing constant threats of eviction. The owners of the cabins 
have been sent messages from Fennovoima, demanding 
that the last cottage keys be surrendered to the compa- 
ny. The legality of the camp is generally unclear; the ac- 
tivists are guests in the cabins, which are located on the 
construction site, and the cabins are owned by residents 
of the Cape. But officially the government was allowed 
to expropriate the cottages and take control over them 
beginning in June, and the activists expected a forced 


eviction at the end of May. 

For now, they are biding their time, continuing to resist 
any construction efforts, and encouraging anyone with 
the means to join them in occupying the area. Much of 
the forest has been cut already, but Hyokyaalto members 
say the actions against Fennovoima have had a tangible 
effect on the project, and need to continue: “At least their 
construction plans have changed dramatically. The fence 
was supposed to be ready at the beginning of June—they 
wanted to start preparing a harbor in 
June at the area where we have the 
camp. The extra guarding must have 
cost hundreds of thousands of euros. 
It’s good to remember that this spring 
was extra stressful for the board of the 
company because of the lack of do- 
mestic investors anyway. With us they 
got more trouble to think about.” 

Fennovoima was having financial 
trouble even before the resistance to 
this nuclear project began. The com- 
pany was founded in 2007 by German 
energy company E.ON and several 
Finnish energy companies. But af- 
ter the Fukushima disaster in 2011, 
E.ON pulled out of the project, as 
did many other shareholders. On the 
brink of bankruptcy, Fennovoima 
signed a contract with Rosatom State 
Atomic Energy Corporation, a Rus- 
sian nuclear energy regulatory body. 
Rosatom—which is highly invested 
in nuclear weapons—agreed to buy 
the 34% of the company that E.ON 
had sold, and to provide a reactor for the project. The 
deal was thought to be a move forward in Russia’s plans 
to increase energy supply, and the Finnish nuclear proj- 
ect would be an important first step in promoting Rus- 
sian-backed nuclear power plants throughout Europe. 

But the latest news on the status of the nuclear 
project doesn’t look good for Fennovoima. In late July, 
the Ministry of Livelihood rejected one of Rosatom’s 
investors, which means that, according to Parliament, 
the project should have already collapsed. However, the 
company was granted an extra three weeks to find an 
adequate investor. 

The anarchists in the cabins on Hanhikivi Cape wait 
to hear what bureaucracy has in store for the project. 
Of course, they're hoping that an adequate inyestor isn’t 
found in time, and that Fennovoima ends up not hav- 
ing the money to continue on with their new plant. But 


“It’s been seen asa 
serious problem that 
ecotage doesn’t occur 
in Finland, which 
is advertised as a 
paradise for mining 
companies—the last 
place left where there 
is no fear of active 
resistance. Let’s hope 
the information about 
the new wave [of 
sabotage] spreads to 
possible investors of 
other similar projects, 
too. 


damage has already been done. Right now, there are moor 
frogs in the Cape who are just awaking from hiberna- 
tion to find their habitat has been leveled to the ground. 
Woodpeckers return to ravaged nests and trampled trees, 
their offspring crushed beneath bulldozer treads. Noth- 
ing, not even Fennovoima collapsing altogether, will 
bring back the hundreds of acres of clearcut forest. 

But there is still forest left, and if Fennovoima does 
collapse, it will no doubt be in part because of the delays 
caused by the activists on the Cape. 
Like many occupations arid other 
radical experiments in full-time di- 
rect action, much has been lost, but 
also gained. People all over Finland 
and from across Europe—“activists” 
and “regular folk” connected by a love 
of nature and a desire for collective 
liberation—have banded together in 
a fight that is unprecedented in the 
region. They didn't share illusions 
that it would be easy, or even that 
they would win, but they fought and 
continue fighting because it must 
be done. Even in the context of this 
somewhat uphill battle, Hydkyaalto is 
not deterred by the destruction that’s 
taken place so far—and they also 
wont be satisfied with simply ending 
this nuclear project. This occupation 
isn’t just about stopping one instance 
of destruction, but about empower- 
ing each other and inspiring others to 
unite in collective struggle. 

“Our goals go beyond this single 
nuclear power plant. With our campaign we also aim to 
make visible the existing power relations, and how the 
destruction of the planet is inevitable in the current eco- 
nomic system, We want to encourage people to take di- 
rect action and find the best ways for themselves to act. 
Fighting against megalomaniac energy and other indus- 
trial projects should be seen as concrete struggles against 


capitalism.” K . 


oz 


This article was based partially on an interview conducted 
with the Hyékyaalto Eco Action Group. The EF! Journal 
Collective would like to thank the activists who took time 
out of their on-going resistance to share their struggle with 
us. Solidarity. 

You can learn more about the Hyékyaalto Eco Action 
Group by checking out their website: HYOKYAALTO.NET. To 
contact the group, send an email to HYOKYAALTO@RISEUP.NET. 
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Editors note: This article originally appeared 
in Earth First! Journal Vol 25 No. 6, Mabon/ 
September-October 2005. At the time, indigenous 
Statime peoples in whats colonially known as 
British Columbia were celebrating five years of 
successfully occupying their unceded homelands, 
protecting the mountains from a proposed $500 
million ski resort project. Today, the Sutikalh 
occupation is still blocking development of the 
area, and celebrated its fifteen year anniversary 
last May. We thought it would be heartening 
and instructive to include this beautiful story of 
unrelentin 1g resistance. 
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Sutikalh Occupation 
Enters Fifth Year: 


St atime Nation 
Defies Ski Resort 


In 1990, we, the Lil’wat, staged a road blockade on Mt. 
Currie in British Columbia for several reasons, including 
opposition to a plan to pave logging roads that run 
through our communtiy. The Lil’wat community of 
Mt. Currie is a band of the St’at'imc people, who are 
often referred to as the Lillooet Nation in government 
documents. We have lived in this region for thousands 
of years, and we have never ceded or surrendered any of 
our territory. As a result of our action, 67 protesters were 
arrested. We refused to give our names or cooperate with 
authorities, and we were held for one month. 

The following year, Olympic skier Nancy Greene- 
Raine came to our community meeting to propose the 
Cayoosh Ski Resort-—a $500 million facility with accom- 
modations for 12,000 visitors year-round. She was asked 
to leave the meeting, since the resort was seen as unde- 
sirable by the people. Greene-Raine’s resort development 
firm, NGR Consultants, would destroy the forests—the 
natural habitat of the grizzly bear, mountain goat, wol- 
verine and many of the natural medicines that we use in 
this area. NGR Consultants would sell our water and de- 
stroy the last untouched watershed within our St’at’imc 
territory. It would build a highway, hotels, a golf course, 
ski hills galore and an all-season resort/retirement home 
for the rich. The resort would open up our St’at’imc ter- 
ritory to development; our untouched lands would fill 
with hotels and homes, all belonging to outsiders. 

Months went by, but political maneuvering by the de- 
velopers continued behind closed doors. By spring 2000, 
it became clear that the ski resort would probably be ap- 
proved within the year. In response, the women of Lil’wat 
sent the men into the mountains to set up a blockade and 
protest camp to stop this resort from being built. 
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The Sutikalh camp—named for the St'at’ime “Winter 
Spirit” who dwells in the mountains—was set up on May 
2, 2000. These mountains are where our medicine people 
and ancestors went to stay for weeks and even years to 
learn of our songs and medicines. We have been using 
the land for hundreds of years, as we still use it in many 
ways today. Other religions go to churches to pray; we go 
to the mountains. 

The next day, we notified our chiefs at the Lillooet 
Tribal Council of our actions and the reasons for them. 
On June 11, more than 120 people—chiefs, elders and 
members of all 11 St'at’imce communities—gathered at 
Sutikalh. We, the people, then decided that we would 
stand together to stop the proposed ski development. 
Our camp has had opposition from loggers, hikers, bik- 
ers, hunters, skidoo riders, ATV riders, tourists and even 
some of our own people. We have been threatened with 
words, shot at with guns and had our informational 
booth set on fire. But the greatest insult came on August 
14, 2000, when the Environmental Assessment Office 
approved the Cayoosh Ski Resort. 

Three days later, we set up a new roadblock to oppose 
the certification of the development. The Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (RCMP) and the St’at’imc Tribal Police 
set up their own blockades at both ends of the corridor 
to stop St’at'imc people from joining our blockade. Some 
of us went to Vancouver to demonstrate at the stock ex- 
change and let stockholders know that we meant busi- 
ness. The Lillooet Tribal Council also produced a letter 
to NGR Consultants, signed by all 11 chiefs of the 11 
communities of the Stat ime territory, denouncing the 
resort and making it clear that the plan had no support 
from the St’at’'ime. 

By the afternoon of August 18, we had made our 
point, so we took down the road blockade. The RCMP 
did nothing to protect our peaceful camp against violent 
oppositionists. 

We then held a rally in Mt. Currie, to ask people to 
come out and vote against the resort in an October 2, 2000, 
referendum. More than 85 percent of the voters opposed 
the resort. Some of the communities had no referendum, 
because they opposed the resort unanimously. 

Years have passed, and the camp has endured. On 
July 27, NGR Consultants applied for an extension on 
its development permit, which was due to expire on 
August 14. Company representative Al Raine, still trying 
to ignore our resistance, told the press that the Indian 
problem is in the hands of the government. 

The provincial government notified only two of our 
communities of this application. All of the St’at’imc 
should have been notified and asked for comment. In 


the original permit from 2000, it was stated that in order 
to get an extension, construction had to be substantially 
started within five years. Yet the developers have not even 
begun construction on the project. 

In spite of these illegalities, the provincial government 
granted the extension on August 11. The government 
called it a temporary extension because it still believes 
that the St’at’ime Chiefs Council will negotiate about the 
resort. But our chiefs stand firm, and so do we. 

We have been at our Sutikalh camp for five years now, 
and we plan to stay. We have had many visitors—some 
with their own agenda, some sent in as infiltrators, some 
who were just curious. Many have come from around the 
world to support us. Many First Nations communities 
and organizations from across Canada and the US, 
including the Union of British Columbian Indian Chiefs 
and the Native Youth Movement, have visited us and 
publicly voiced support for our cause. When local people 
and tourists stop at our informational checkpoints, we 
tell them about the lies in the ski resort’s application, the 
lies about our animals and our lands, the falsely promised 
jobs, and all of the broken agreements and unconcern 
for our territory. The whole world now knows of the 
plan to build a resort on our land, and the people of the 
world are standing with us in opposition to this massive 
development. 

When you travel between Mt. Currie and Lillooet, 
there are countless breathtaking country scenes, with all 
of the beautiful colors of Mother Nature’s palette. This is a 
place for wildlife to roam; a place where the stream water 
is pure enough to drink; a place where you can breathe in 
the fresh air and, on a clear night, you can see all the stars 
in the sky; a place that was made by the Creator with all 
creatures in mind. All of this exists within the St'atime 
Nation. We cannot see it destroyed for the sake of the 
almighty dollar. Money will disappear quickly, but the 
land will be there for thousands of years to come. 

We have said from day one that there will never be a 
ski resort in Sutikalh, and we say that still, today.% 


Rosalin Sam, a Lil’watool of the Statime, is a mother and 
grandmother working to protect the Statimc territory—for 
the sake of the ancestors who fought for it at the cost of their 
blood, and for the future of her grandchildren's grandchildren. 
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THE HAMBACH OCCUPATION AND THE 


CLIMATE GAMES 


In the early hours of July 4, twelve forest defenders en- 
tered the Hambach open-cast lignite mine. Sneaking 
through a system of ladders and walkways, the defenders 
split into multiple groups and climbed four of the eight 
towering bucket wheel excavators, where they remained for 
five to 18 hours, effectively shutting down the mine. The 
police tactical teams, after getting to the top and lowering 
the first teams of blockaders, attempted to convince the re- 
maining groups to descend, as a dangerous storm was sup- 
posedly approaching. There was no storm, none descended 
willfully, and the blockade went on late into the night. 

The Hambach mine is located in the Rhineland region 
of western Germany and is owned by German electric 
utility company RWE. The largest single source of 
greenhouse gas emissions in Europe, the mine is part of 
a climate chaos quagmire that includes five surrounding 


by Hambi Pirates 


power stations, three mines, a network of coal railways, 
miles of conveyor belts, and pipelines for pumping 
groundwater out of the depleted regional water table. We 
have chosen this target not just to defend the Hambach 
Forest that we inhabit, but also to address a much larger 
storm taking place globally in the form of resource and 
extreme energy extraction. 

Lignite coal is one of the dirtiest sources of ecological 
destruction and contamination. It releases a long list 
of pollutants, from cadmium, mercury, and uranium, 
to CO2, leading to runaway global warming, habitat 
destruction, and ensuing waves of global, ecological, and 
social degradation. This degradation affects the Global 
South on a much grander and more visible scale than 
those who are (for the time being) a part of the industrial 
energy and goods consumption complex. We are taking 


part in the largest extinction since the megafauna die-offs 
of the Pleistocene, and this time it’s affecting the bottom 
of the capitalist hierarchy: The acidity of our oceans has 
already crossed the point of causing a global coral die- 
off, and has entered the point where the ecosystem’s very 
foundation—the plankton—are collapsing. This same 
scenario is being repeated on countless other levels of the 
social, ethnic, and economic hierarchies. 

We urge all who perceive and feel the crucial impor- 
tance of ecological and social justice to join us at COP21 
in Paris this December, as well as in the Climate Camp in 
the Rhineland in August with its massive “Ende Gelande” 
(“Leave It In The Ground”) resistance. 

The: Hambach mine action happened in unison with 
Climate Games taking place in the port of Amsterdam, 
home of world-wide coal distribution and power plant 
facilities. Numerous teams breached the perimeter of the 
electrical plant, while others blocked railways and coal 
shipment facilities, dropped banners, and engaged in cat- 
and-mouse actions. 

The Climate Games took place for the second year in 
a row, and this year saw more participants, the addition of 
a Ground Control urban base camp with over a week of 
workshops, and the replacement of the hierarchical First 
Place, Second Place, etc. award structure in favor of the 
following categories: Effective Action Award, Tactical In- 
novation Prize, Distinguished Identity Medal, Trophy for 
Supportive Play, and Another World Is Possible. The fo- 
cus of the Games was also widened to include the numer- 
ous culprits in the port itself. Coal: “There’s no such thing 
as clean coal. We're giving Holland a red card until all 
Dutch coal-fired power plants are shut down.” Industrial 
agriculture: “Intensive fossil fuel use is their play. Let’s 
make a move toward a climate-friendly food system.” Oil: 
“In the race to end fossil fuel dependency, companies are 
leaving oil slicks in an attempt to spin us out of control.” 

Two people were arrested and detained for two days 
during the Games, resulting in a solidarity noise demo 
around the jail. Some of the interactions with Team Blue 
(the cops) were rather comical. For instance: Police cars 
fled the Green-washers Team, who dowsed them with 
buckets of water and supersoakers and then attempted 
to serve them a bill for the greenwashing. In another 
instance, Team Blue requested the return of rocks from 
Team Named Horse around the Cargill facilities, declar- 
ing the rocks to be public property. 

Meanwhile, back in Germany, the Hambach mine 
blockaders were released within two hours after refusing 
to submit their identities. This is a reflection of certain 
pre-COP21-summit-in-Paris-reluctance to engage in 
more repressive and publicity-generating tactics. But it is 


also a reminder that Holland and Germany are on top of 
a global pyramid of exploitation and privilege—a house 
of cards that, with the ensuing ecological destruction and 
climate chaos, cannot and will not continue to stand. 
The pyramid attempts to maintain control and continue 
exploitation by increasing repression against ecological 
activists, indigenous groups, and, in the United States, 
detaining our comrades and classifying them as mem- 
bers of terrorist organizations. This is a symptom of the 
current political climate—of the corporate-governmental 
apparatus feeding off peak everything and ‘climate chaos 
to justify more exploitation, destruction, and repression. 

This is why we named the tower barricade that blocks 
access to the Hambach Forest “Rémi’s Tower,” in honor 
of fallen French climate activist Rémi Fraisse. It is also 
why we dropped a banner from the top of the diggers 
with a message of solidarity with prisoners and other re- 
lated struggles, including the Zapatistas. 

This year's COP21 convergence will include another 
edition of the Climate Games. With the summit taking 
place in a Paris airport and many participants flying in and 
not leaving the summit grounds—and with the only con- 
nection to the outside being a local rail link that will most 
likely be controlled and blocked—the Games (“Bigger, 
Bolder and Stronger”) and other actions and groups will 
focus on the corporate climate criminals and their lairs. 


FIGHTING FOR EVERY METER! 

October 1 through March | is cutting season in the 
Hambach Forest. But we won't just watch! Cutting sea- 
son takes 180 days, and in past years the hottest period in 
the region was from the end of October to the beginning 
of December. We will be present in the forest nonstop 
during this time, and when the cutting starts, we will take 
action! This year’s campaign is called “Fighting for Every 
Meter,” because we will fight to save every meter of the 
forest, and RWE will have to fight us for every meter they 
want to destroy. 

Diverse groups of people are participating in the 
struggle, in contrast to many other ecological movements; 
people who oppose the state, the economic system, and 
political parties. Many groups and projects identify as 
anarchist. For nearly three years, the Hambach Forest 
occupation has been an important part of this radical 
wing of the ecological movement. There are people 
living on top and between the trees and at the edges of 
the forest 365 days a year. There is still a legal camp in 
a nearby meadow that belongs to a supporter. But the 
occupation is also a radical political space—to defend 
the forest, direct actions like blockades and sabotage are 
taking place. When the project is attacked or in danger 
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UPCOMING HAMBACH DEFENSE 
AND CLIMATE GAMES EVENTS: 


of eviction, there are often militant confrontations with 


police or RWE security guards. 
On October 1, it starts again; RWE plans to cut 
another part—maybe the last part—of the thousands-of- 


* Skill Sharing Camp, October 9-18, 2015 
At the Meadow Camp and in the Workshop for 
Actions and Alternatives (WAA), a house project 


years-old Hambach Forest, to enable the expansion of 
the mine. For RWE to follow through with their plans, 
during the next decades not only will the Hambach 
Forest have to vanish, but so will two nearby villages. 


in nearby Diren. 


The more people in the forest during this period, the * Party on the Coal Railway, October 17, 2015 
Action day to block the coal train, the only way lignite 


can take from the open cast mine to the power plants. 


‘better. The forest occupation is an open project—everyone 
is invited to come and participate! The Hambach Forest is 
worth defending for several reasons: Because it’s a barrier 
against the expansion of the open cast mine and therefore 
against global warming, because it’s a unique ecosystem, 


* Action week in the hot period of the cutting 

season, November 20-29, 2015 

and because the occupation is a dynamic, radical project. 
See you there, in the Hambach Forest, and everywhere! 


COP21 in Paris, November 30-December 11, 2015 


We are nature defending itself, in solidarity with all 


Action week near to the end of the cutting 
active people against authority, season, January 22-31, 2016 


—Hambi Pirates. 
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Hambach forest defenders occupying a 
bucket wheel excavator drop a banner in 
solidarity with allied struggles. 
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WARNING: The tactics found in this manual have been found 
by the State to be disruptive to the status quo, damaging to 
the earth-brutalizing capitalist machine, and liable to make 


you extremely awesome. 
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GENETICALLY 
ENGINEERED TREES 


A “Cure” Worse 
Than the Disease 


by Rachel Smolker 


With growing awareness and alarm about climate 
change, the search for solutions can at times run amok. 
Climate “solutions” that involve trees and forests seem es- 
pecially vulnerable. On the one hand, there is much ado 
about using forests as carbon sinks, and allowing those 
to be served up as “offsets” to polluters (aka “Reducing 
Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation,” 
or REDD). On the flip side, others (the Obama admin- 
istration included) are promoting the large-scale conver- 
sion of forests and fields into fuel—burning trees and 
“energy crops” for electricity and heat or refining them 
into liquid fuels and chemicals. 

Keen to profit from this new and insatiable demand 
for biomass is the tree biotechnology industry, which uses 


genetic engineering to create fast growing, freeze tolerant, or 
denser wood trees, as well as trees that secrete certain chemi- 
cals or have other “useful” properties that make them amena- 
ble to use for fuels and chemicals. Genetically engineered 
(GE) trees have met with powerful resistance from a public 
to whom the idea of genetically modified organism (GMO) 
contamination of native forests is revolting. Since trees can 
spread seeds and pollen over great distances, contamination 
would be virtually impossible to prevent and, once it occurs, 
irreversible. Hence, companies like ArborGen, a major play- 
er in tree biotechnology, are struggling to win public sup- 
port. The company is conducting field tests of an engineered 
eucalyptus in the southern US with over 250,000 trees. The 
testing permit was met with a legal challenge that by some 
admissions was responsible for ArborGen’s failure to achieve 
its desired Initial Public Offering on stock. During their 
public comment period, 17,500 comments opposed the 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) recom- 
mendation to permit field testing of a quarter million GE 
eucalyptus, while only 39 were supportive. Nonetheless, the 
USDA permitted the field tests and ArborGen has applied 
for deregulation—a decision now pending. 

It seems incredibly unlikely that the USDA will re-_ 
fuse commercial release of GE trees, as the Department of 
Energy—in their report released this year on the poten- 
tial impacts of GE and high-tech hybrid biofuels in the 
Southeast—determined that the GE eucalyptus would 
have little to no significant impact. The USDA has prov- 
en itself a darling of the biotechnology industry, recently 
even permitting 2,4-D (an herbicide that was a compo- 
nent of Agent Orange, produced by Dow Chemicals) re- 
sistant crops as “safe.” 

In the last six months, the USDA paved a pathway for 
ArborGen to bypass regulation altogether by approving an 
engineered loblolly pine without any review or public pro- 
cess. The International Campaign to Stop GE Trees, in a 
January 29 press release, responded: “Groups from around 
the world today joined together to denounce the US gov- 
ernment for allowing the first genetically engineered tree, a 
loblolly pine, to be legalized with no government or public 
oversight, with no assessment of risks to the public or the 
environment, and without regard to overwhelming public 
opposition to GE trees.” The loblolly is engineered to have 
denser wood, a characteristic that is likely highly favored 
by energy companies setting up wood pellet manufactur- 
ing facilities across the pine plantation-covered southern 
states. Wood pellets are “the new coal,” with government 
renewable energy subsidies offered to coal plants that co- 
fire wood with coal. Denser wood burns better. 

The USDA decision to bypass regulation was 
based on a gaping loophole evolving from antiquated 


circumstances. According to Center for Food Safety sci- 
entist Doug Gurian Sherman: “In the early days of ge- 
netic engineering, the large majority of GE crops used 
plant pest genes or processes. But that is no longer the 
case. The large majority of potentially useful, and possibly 
harmful, genes—whether from other plants, microbes, or 
animals—no longer come from pests. And many kinds 
of harm that GE crops may cause, like resistant weeds 
or the loss of monarch butterflies, are not captured by 
USDA's current definition of ‘plant pest’ harm.” In other 
words, the USDA won't regulate, even though the risks 
and potential for unanticipated consequences are at least 
as serious, if not more so, as they are GE food crops. 

ArborGen has meanwhile been seeking to expand 
its reach in Brazil, where eucalyptus plantations already 
abound, serving the pulp industry as well as potential- 
ly supplying biomass for energy markets. Futuragene, a 
company owned by Suzano, one of Brazil’s largest pulp 
producers, recently won approval for commercialization 
of GE eucalyptus. The decision of approval was made by 
the Brazilian Commission on Biosafety (CTNBio), but 
not without resistance from all over the world. 

This year on International Women's Day, March 5, 
1,000 women from the Movimento dos Trabalhadores 
Sem Terra (MST), also known as the Landless Workers’ 
Movement, arrived by the busload, along with other orga- 
nizations, at the corporate labs of Futuragene. Wielding 
sticks and bats, they entered labs and pulled up thousands 
of genetically engineered eucalyptus seedlings, costing Fu- 
turagene massive amounts in economic damage in one fell 
swoop. Simultaneously, 300 Brazilian peasants occupied 
and shut down the meeting of the CTNBio. Members of 
CTNBio were hoping to approve three GE organisms that 
day, but instead had to postpone due to the public outcry. 

Although there were active public demands to dis- 
mantle CTNBio, and internal dissent within CTNBio 
itself, the organization eventually legalized three GE or- 
ganisms in Brazil. 

Meanwhile, in Malaysia, there is concern over field tri- 
als of a rubber tree engineered to secrete pharmaceutical 
compounds found in latex. In biotechnology labs around 
the world, tree engineers are working to create trees that 
secrete chemicals useful for plastics, pharmaceuticals, and 
much more. 

The movement against GE trees is growing as the 
threat becomes more dire. Over 100,000 people signed a 
petition against GE loblolly pine once it was cleared for 
commercialization. As people will not even be able to tell 
when they are being exposed to GE loblolly pine, resis- 
tance is now more critical than ever. In response to Ar- 
borGen’s secrecy and a need to up the ante, there will be a 
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Police brutally pull and yank on peaceful activists at the 
Tree Biotech Conference in North Carolina, 2013. 


GE trees action camp September 24-27 in the Southeast. 
Visit NOGETREES.ORG and STOPGETREES.ORG to get more 
information or to apply to the camp. ‘There will also be a 
speaking tour in the Pacific Northwest Oct 12-22 on the 
dangers of GE trees, as some of the leading research in the 
world on GE trees is conducted there. 

_A virtual war has been waged in the press over the pro- 
claimed safety of GMO food crops as many states have at- 
tempted, or (as in my home state of Vermont) succeeded in 
passing GMO labeling laws. But objections to GMOs do 
not end with food crops. For many the issue is not purely 
a matter of reviewing what scientists claim or fail to claim 
about the health impacts of eating GMO foods. Rather, 
we reject GMOs, including trees and non-food crops and 
creatures (fish, livestock, etc.), because we do not believe 
that people, and especially people working for profit, are 
knowledgeable or wise enough to control the code of life. 
We do not have confidence that scientists in biotechnol- 
ogy labs can outsmart millions of years of evolution, nor 
understand and anticipate all of the intricacies, shifting 
dynamics, or interactions that make up ecology and evo- 
lution. In any case, one need only look at the track record 
for GMO crops. Cross contamination with non-GMO 
crops and native varieties is common, and the many other 
impacts—from increased use of glyphosate and other pes- 
ticides and herbicides— to the loss of monarch butterflies, 
to the development of herbicide-resistant weeds, to the 
depletion of soil microbe communities and much more— 
should be enough to cause us to reject GE trees outright. K 


Rachel Smolker has researched, written and organized on 
the impacts of biofuels, bioenergy, and biochar on land use, 
forests, biodiversity, food, people, and the climate. She works 
with various coalitions, national and international, includ- 
ing the Mobilization for Climate Justice, Climate Justice 
Now, and others opposing market-based solutions to climate 
change and other false solutions. She is author of To Touch 
A Wild Dolphin (Doubleday 2001) and lives in Vermont. 
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The phenomenon of “eco-terrorism” is now be- 
lieved to constitute the planet's most severe domestic 
terror threat. According to the Informal Federation 
of Beings (IFB), eco-terrorists and other environ- 
mental extremists have already vandalized and 
burglarized much of the planets natural wealth, 
and continue to pose significant risk to the health 
and safety of everything. The IFB is comprised of 
billions upon trillions of living organisms from 
myriad biological backgrounds that rely on wa- 
ter, air, and other habitat for continued existence. 
Below is the Eco-Terrorist Watch List, updated in 
August 2015. This list details five high-profile do- 
mestic and international terrorists, and is by no 
means exhaustive. 

Warning: These individuals are known to be 
highly dangerous and unpredictable. Approaching 
suspects is not advised; if you choose to do so, 
however, do not make eye contact. 

The IFB and affiliated entities strongly encourage 
beings everywhere to thwart these individuals at 
every turn and by any means necessary. 


REX W. TILLERSON 

This confirmed environmental 
extremist is chairman, president, 
and CEO” of ExxonMobil, an 
American multinational and the 
world’s largest oil and gas corpo- 
ration. Tillerson joined Exxon- 
Mobil as an engineer in 1975, and has been implicated 
in terrorist attacks around the globe ever since. In 1989, 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill dumped 11 million gallons of 
crude oil off the coast of Alaska; in 2001, ExxonMobil 
was sued for paying the Indonesian military to torture 
and imprison villagers from the Aceh province to protect 
ExxonMobil infrastructure; in 2012, an Exxon refinery 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, leaked over 50,000 pounds 
of carcinogenic and neurotoxic chemicals (including ben- 
zene, toluene, and cyclohexane) into surrounding neigh- 
borhoods; in 2013, Arkansas sued ExxonMobil after the 
Pegasus pipeline ruptured in the town of Mayflower, 
spilling 210,000 gallons of oil into neighborhoods and 
waterways. The list is nearly endless: ExxonMobil has 
desecrated the homes and lives of countless human and 
non-human beings through drilling, fracking, oil spills, 
pipeline ruptures, chemical leaks from refineries, defor- 
estation, and sponsorship of US terrorism overseas. 


BOBBY JULIEN 

Despite his adorable name, Bobby Julien, 
CEO of The Kolter Group, has blood on 
his hands. The Kolter Group is a real es- 
tate and development firm based out of 
West Palm Beach, Florida. Its residential 
affiliate, Kolter Urban, and subsidiary 
construction company, KAST, have al- 
ready begun clearing vast tracts of the 681-acre Briger for- 
est, one of the largest unprotected forests along the eastern 
corridor of I-95 in Palm Beach County. Kolter purchased a 
bid to develop a section of the forest into an upscale hous- 
ing development, with a biotech city, including strip malls, 
hotels, and animal testing facilities, to follow. Julien and 
other Florida developers will profit off the animal slaughter 
by first bulldozing those who live in the forest, then replac- 
ing their homes with torture chambers for other animals. 
Angry critters—residents of the forest and the surrounding 


*  Eco-terrorists organize under a structure they call “hierarchy,” 


which concentrates power on one individual (often an old, 
sadistic white man, for reasons unknown). This individual 
assumes the title of Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and acts 
as overlord, making key decisions regarding the planning of 
terrorist activity. The CEO often facilitates and presides over 
routine ritual sacrifices of under-performing members. 


towns—have been mobilizing against the project for over a 
decade, publicly condemning the fuckery on all fronts. The 
CEO, apparently unaware that non-human animals have 
homes too, commented: “All I see are saw palmettos—I 
guess I never got the memo.” On June 18, critters from 
the forest who are defending their lives and homes left a 
slash pile in front of Julien’s beachfront mansion at 1601 
N. Ocean Boulevard, Gulf Stream, FL 33483, along with 
a banner that read: “Bringing the Destruction to Their 
Homes: Save the Briger Forest.” 


RICHARD CAVALLARO 

Cavallaro is president and CEO of Skanska, 
a multi-billion dollar international construc- 
tion firm and the general contractor of the | 
University of Washington's planned $123 
million “Animal Research and Care Facility.” 
By building this lab, Cavallaro and his ter- 
roristic minions would conceal the torture of thousands of 
animals in underground testing laboratories. This isn't the 
first time UW has tried its hand at torture: the University 
has already been penalized by the USDA for allowing a 
primate to starve to death, performing unauthorized ex- 
periments on primates, and evidence of primates engaging 
in self-mutilation. And still the University uses and kills 
thousands of animals for “research” every year, all of whom 
suffer and die behind closed doors. The No New Animal 
Lab campaign aims to stop the project altogether by pub- 
licly pressuring Skanska into backing out of its contract to 
build the lab. Write him a letter: 6 Castle Harbor Rd., 
Huntington, NY 11743. 


JOHN S. WATSON 

Watson is chairman and CEO 
of Chevron, another multina- 
tional oil and gas corporation 
that is widely known for its 
appalling crimes in Ecuador and Brazil (among many 
others). From 1964 to 1990, Texaco (which merged with 
Chevron in 2001) intentionally dumped 18.5 billion gal- 
lons of toxic waste sludge and spilled 17 million gallons 
of crude oil into rivers and streams in indigenous and 
farming communities in the Lago Agrio region of the Ec- 
uadorian Amazon. Indigenous Ecuadorians sued for the 
massive pollution that poisoned ecosystems and increased 
cancer fates, and an Ecuadorian court issued Chevron a 
$9 billion environmental penalty, which Chevron evaded, 
claiming a “fundamental right to defend itself.” In No- 
vember 2011, a Chevron spill dumped 110,000 gallons 
of oil off the coast of Rio de Janeiro. Brazilian prosecuters 
sued the company for $18 billion, but a Brazilian federal 


judge dismissed the lawsuit in 2012. Now, Chevron and 
conspiring terrorist organization Apache Corporation are 
trying to build the Pacific Trails Pipeline, which would 
span 273 miles, from Summit Lake to Kitimat, and trans- 
port one billion cubic feet of gas per day. The pipeline’s 
proposed route goes through unceded Unist’ot'en terri- 
tory within colonial British Columbia, where members 
of the Unist’ot’en clan of the Wet’suwet’en Nation have 
been occupying their traditional homelands, so far suc- 
cessfully blocking these violent invaders from entering 
and beginning work onthe project. 


RUSSELL K. GIRLING 

Girling is president and CEO of 
TransCanada, the notorious eco- 
terrorist cell behind the Keystone 
Pipeline, which ruptured twelve times 
in its first fifteen months (from June 
2010 to August 2011), including 
an incident in May 2011 when a 
geyser of oil six stories high gushed 
21,000 gallons from a pump station in southeastern 
North Dakota. Despite the evident reality that ruptures 
are inevitable, and despite an overwhelming clamor of 
opposition from both activists and politicians, Girling and 
TransCanada are determined to force the northern section 
of the pipeline (Keystone XL, which would run tar sands 
from Alberta to refineries on the Gulf Coast) through 
Congress. And in July 2009, a TransCanada natural gas 
pipeline 30 miles from Dene Tha’ First Nations territory 
in northern Alberta exploded, sending flames 160 feet 
into the air and destroying the surrounding woods. 

Now Girling is planning another attack: The proposed 
400-mile Coastal GasLink shale gas pipeline, a project 
owned by a syndicate of companies called LNG Canada, 
which contracted TransCanada for construction. The 
pipeline would transport 1.7 billion cubic feet of natural 
gas per day from northeastern British Columbia to 
Kitimat, on the West Coast, where it would link to a 
proposed LNG processing terminal. The pipeline would 
cross four major drainages—the Peace, Fraser, Skeena, and 
Kitimat Rivers—and 320 watercourses that are home to 
over a hundred at-risk species, including white sturgeon, 
woodland caribou, and marbled murrelet. The pipeline’s 
proposed route goes through the traditional and unceded 
homelands of the Unist’ot’en clan, who have made it 
abundantly clear that they will not allow pipelines to 
go through their territory. Despite this repeated “No” 
to TransCanada and Chevron, both companies have 
continually attempted to trespass on Unist’ot’en land to 
survey for pipelines.% 
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This information is compiled by the joint effort 
of the EF! Prisoner Support Project and the EF! 
Journal Collective. A broader list of prisoners 
from allied struggles, along with our handy up- 
dated Informant Tracker service, can be found 
at EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL. ORG/PRISONERS. To get in 
touch, email EFPRIS@RISEUP.NET or write EF!P- 
SP PO Box 163126, Sacramento, CA 95816. 
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US PRISONERS 


ABDUL HAQQ 

[ADDRESS ENVELOPE TO WALTER BOND) 

#37096-013, United States Penitentiary, PO Box 1000, 

Marion, IL 62959, USA 

Serving 12 years (until 03-21-2021) for the “ALF Lone- 

wolf” arsons of the Tandy Leather Factory and the Tiburon 
Restaurant (which sold foie gras) in Utah, as well as the 
Sheepskin Factory in Colorado. supPORTWALTER.ORG 


Birthday: April 16 


KATIE “KROW™” KLOTH 
lron County Jail, 300 Taconite Street, Hurley, WI 54534, USA 
Krow is an environmental and indigenous rights activist 
who was convicted of charges stemming from a June 2013 
Penokee Defenders protest that disrupted GTAC bore hole 
drilling at a mine site on the Penokee Range. On January 21, 
2015, Krow was sentenced to 9 months (until 11-01-2015) 


plus 8 years of supervised release. 


MARIUS MASON 
{ADDRESS ENVELOPE TO M. MASON) 
#04672-061, FMC Carswell, PO Box 
27137, Fort Worth, TX 76127, USA 
Serving 21 years and 10 months (until 
09-18-2027) for his involvement in an ELF 
arson at a university building carrying out 
genetically modified crop tests. Marius also 
pleaded guilty to conspiring to carry out 
ELF actions and admitted involvement in 
12 other ELF actions. Join the campaign to 
move Marius from the extreme isolation at 
FMC Carswell. supPORTMARIUSMASON.ORG 


Birthday: January 26, 1962 


KEVIN OLLIFF 
[ADDRESS ENVELOPE TO KEVIN 
JOHNSON) 
#47353-424, MCC Chicago, Metropolitan 
Correctional Center, 71 West Van Buren 
Street, Chicago, IL 60605, USA 

Kevin (arrested with Tyler Lang, who is 
out on bail) is an animal liberation activist 
who completed a 30-month sentence for 


“possession of burglary tools” on October 


New Solidarity with Marius Mason t-shirts 
available at SuPPORTMARIUSMASON.ORG. Funds go 
to support Marius. 


21, 2014. He is now awaiting sentencing on November 5, 
2015, after pleading guilty to additional charges under the 
AETA for releasing 2,000 mink and conspiracy to release 
foxes from fur farms in the Midwest. He is facing up to three 
years. SUPPORTKEVINANDTYLER.COM 


Birthday: March 27 


REBECCA RUBIN 

#98290-011 FCI Dublin, 5701 8th Street - Camp Park, 

Dublin, CA 94568, USA 

Rebecca is serving 5 years (until 04-07-2017) for arson 

and conspiracy charges stemming from ELF actions that 
occurred between 1996 and 2001, including the $12 million 
fire that destroyed a ski resort in Vail, Colorado. She accepted 
a non-cooperating plea agreement. 


Birthday: April 18, 1973 


JUSTIN SOLONDZ 
#98291-011, FCi Oakdale |, PO Box SOOO, Oakdale, LA 
71463, USA 
Serving 7 years (until 08-31-2017) for a 2001 
firebombing of the University of Washington’s Center for 
Urban Horticulture. 
Birthday: October 3 


BRIAN VAILLANCOURT ; 
#M428839, Robinson Correctional, 13423 East 1150th Ave, 
Robinson, IL 62454 USA 
Arrested in Chicago on February 9, 2013, for an alleged at- 
tempted arson at a McDonald's. He took a plea deal for 9 years. 
Birthday: September 5, 1964 


INTERNATIONAL PRISONERS 


MARCO CAMENISCH 
Strafanstalt Bostadel, Postfach 38, CH-6313 Menzingen, 
Switzerland 
Serving 18 years: 10 for using explosives to destroy elec- 
tricity pylons leading from nuclear power stations and 8 for 
the murder of a Swiss Boarder Guard while on the run. In 
2002 Marco completed a 12-year sentence for destroying 
electricity pylons in Italy. 
Birthday: January 21 


ALFREDO COSPITO AND NICOLA GAI 
Both at: Casa Circondariale Ferrara, Via Arginone 327, IT- 
44122 Ferrara, Italy 
Nicola and Alfredo were arrested on September 14, 2012, 
for shooting Ansaldo Nucleare manager Roberto Adinolfi in 


the knee—an action carried out by an Olga/ FAI/FRI nucle- 
us on May 7, 2012. In May of 2015 their sentences were re- 
duced, Alfredo’s to 9 years and 5 months, Nicola’s to 8 years 
and 8 months. . 


KARL HAGGROTH 
Box 3112, 200 22 Malm6, Sweden 
Karl is vegan, straight edge and an anti-racist activist ar- 
rested for animal rights actions directed against fur farming. 
He was sentenced to 2.5 years. Ebba Olausson and Richard 
Klilnsmeister were imprisoned for related charges, but have 
been released (see “Releases”). 


DEBBIE VINCENT 
AS819DE, HMP and YO! Holloway Parkhurst Road, London 
N7 ONU, UK 
Debbie was sentenced to 6 years in prison for campaign- 
ing against Huntingdon Life Sciences, Europe's largest ani- 
mal testing corporation. 


NO TAV PRISONERS 
_ The No TAV movement is a campaign against the building 
of the Turin-Lyon highspeed rail link, slated to connect Italy 
and France. Resistance to the project has been ongoing for over 
20 years. 


LUCIO ALBERTI 
CC San VittorePiazza Filangeri, 220123, Milan, Italy 
Alberti was arreted with Graziano Mazzarelli and Fran- 
cesco Sala on July 11, 2014, in connection with an action 
ata construction site for the Turin-Lyon-high-speed-railway 
(TAV). They were all transferred to house arrest on May 27. 
Alberti was transferred out of house arrest and back to jail on 
July 16, 2015. 


DAVIDE FORGIONE AND PAOLO ROSSI 
Both at: CC Via Maria Adelaide Aglietta 35, 10151 Turin, Italy 
Davide and Paolo were arrested on August 30, 2013, and 
charged in connection to the No TAV movement, after po- 
lice stopped their car and found material considered “suspi- 
cious” by the state. 


STATE REPRESSION UPDATE: 
TERRORISM CHARGES DROPPED FOR FOUR NO TAV ACTIVISTS 
Four individuals alleged to be members of the Tarnac 
anarchist cell in France will soon go to trial on conspiracy 
charges. The activists were arrested during highly publicized 
raids in 2008 and accused of sabotaging the power cables 
on three high-speed lines as part of the campaign to stop 
the TAV. The action caused thousands of passengers and 


EarTH First: JOURNAL [35] Mason 2015 


hundreds of train services to be delayed. Though the four 
still face conspiracy charges, in early August a judge ruled not 
to charge them with terror offenses. 


RELEASES 


Adriano Antonacci was released on May 22, and Gi- 
anluca lacovacci was transferred to house arrest on June 
15. Adriano and Gianluca were arrested in September of 


2013 by the special operation department units of the Ital- 
ian police. They were accused of thirteen attacks against 
banks, a fur outlet, and a landfill project, each carried out 
by different cells, including the ALF, Direct Action for the 
Defense of the Earth, and the Informal Anarchist Federa- 
tion - International Revolutionary Front. 

Ebba Olausson and Richard Klinsmeister were re- 
leased on June 15 and 17, respectively. They had been im- 


“Many thanks for all the support i've got while in prison, it 
has meant everything to me! Keep fighting, until all are free!! 
Don't forget to write to our comrades still behind bars!” 
—Ebba Olausson, released from prison on June 15, 2015. 


prisoned in Sweden for actions against fur farms. 


“Freedom! | want to thank everyone of you for your loving 
support. It means everything for me. Keep fighting for 
the animals. It's always worth it!” —Richard Klinsmeister, 
after his release from prison on June 17, 2015. 


Two More Individuals Indicted Under the 
Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act 


On July 24, 2015, Nicole Kissane and 
Joseph Buddenberg were arrested 
and federally indicted for alleged 
Conspiracy to Violate the Animal 
Enterprise Terrorism Act—Title 
18, U.S.C., Section 43 (a) (1), (2) 
(c) and (b) (3) (A). A federal grand 
jury indictment alleges that Nicole 
and Joseph conspired to “travel in 
interstate and foreign commerce for 
the purpose of causing physical dis- 
ruption to the functioning of animal 
enterprises, to intentionally damage 
and cause the loss of real and per- 
sonal property, including, but not 
limited to, animals and records used 
by the animal enterprises, and caused 
economic damage in an amount 


exceeding $100,000” by allegedly 
releasing thousands of animals from 
fur farms and destroying breeding 
records in Idaho, Iowa, Minnesota, 
Montana, Wisconsin, and Pennsylva- 
nia. The indictment also alleges that 
they caused economic damage to var- 
ious retail and distribution business- 
es and individuals associated with the 
fur industry. 

About 30 supporters packed the 
Oakland Federal Courthouse for the 
July 28 bail hearing, in which Nicole's 
ankle monitor was removed and Joseph 
was put on 24/7 home lockdown. 

Nicole's and Joseph's support team 
is currently raising funds for travel 
costs and living expenses during 


the legal process and while Joseph 
is on house arrest. A donation page 
can be found on their support site, 
SUPPORTNICOLEANDJOSEPH.COM. 
Checks made out to “Nicole and 
Joseph Defense Fund” can also be 


sent to: 


Nicole & Joseph Defense Fund 
c/o LTP 

PO Box 1712 

Santa Cruz, CA 95061 


Their support team is encouraging 
people to show up to their upcoming 
court dates to continue to show soli- 
darity. Upcoming court dates can also 
be found on their support website. K 


KEVIN OLLIFF and TYLER LANG 


Plead Guilty to Terrorism Charges for Liberating Mink 


by Grayson 


We were driving south through central California when 
we got the call that Tyler had disappeared. He had been 
on the phone with a friend, waiting outside of a Los An- 
geles restaurant before a fundraiser, when he said “Agents 
are here, call my lawyer,” and hung up. It had been half an 
hour since the phone call, and he hadn't picked up since. 
We were still three hours from LA, speeding down I-5, 
but the fundraiser was a short distance from my sister’s 
house, so she went to see what was happening. When 
she got there, Tyler's car was still at the restaurant, but 
he wasn't. 

We made calls to lawyers, and Tyler's name wasn’t 
on any of the Los Angeles dockets for the day. But one 
document in the federal courthouse was still sealed. 

After hours of interrogation by FBI and Joint Terror- 
ism Task Force agents, where he refused to say anything 
but his name and birth date, Tyler was brought into a 
courtroom and indicted under the Animal Enterprise 
Terrorism Act (AETA)-—a law that adds terrorism en- 
hancements to crimes if they impact animal exploitation 
industries—for allegedly liberating mink and damaging 
property at a fur farm in Illinois. This was July 10, 2014. 
Tyler's friend Kevin Olliff (aka Kevin Johnson) was also 
indicted that day, while he was still locked up in state 
prison in Illinois. 

Tyler had been released from Illinois’ Woodford 
County Jail the previous November. He and Kevin had 


been serving time there for “possession of burglary tools” 
after they were pulled over near a fox farm in Illinois in 
August of 2013 and were found to have wire cutters and 
other suspicious materials in their car. Because of his 
lack of criminal history, Tyler was released after three 
months, while Kevin was still serving time. He was 
scheduled to be released from state custody in October 
of 2014. 

So while Kevin was still serving time for the state 
charges, they were both now being indicted by the fed- 
eral government. Each were charged with two counts of 
violating the AETA. Since the AETA became federal law 
in 2006, actions that would have previously amounted to 
theft and vandalism charges, such as spray painting a fur 
farm and releasing captive animals, are now classified as 
“terrorism,” meaning that Kevin and Tyler face potential 
five-year sentences. 

One year after these indictments, in June and July 
of 2015, Kevin and Tyler pleaded guilty to violating 
the AETA. Kevin had:been in federal custody since his 
October 2014 “release” from state prison, while Tyler 
had been out of jail but confined to Southern California. 
They await their sentencing, scheduled for November. 

It is obvious to anyone who isn’t in the pockets of the 
animal industry that the claim that Tyler's and Kevin's 
actions constitute “terrorism” are outrageous. The plea 
agreements that Kevin and Tyler took focus almost 
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entirely on loss of profits to animal industries, and in no 
way suggest that Tyler and Kevin harmed, conspired to 
harm, or even could have accidentally harmed anyone 
with their actions. From Tyler's plea agreement, pages 
three and four: 


... Mink Farm A is located in Morris, Illinois, 
and is in the business of raising and selling minks 
to furriers. On August 13, 2013, LANG and 
Johnson vandalized Mink Farm A. Specifically, 
LANG and Johnson spray painted the words 
“Liberation is Love” on the side of a barn located 
on Mink Farm A and poured caustic substances 
over two farm vehicles, causing significant 


Labels like “terrorist,” damage to the barn and those vehicles. LANG 
and Johnson also released approximately 2,000 

and even words like minks from their cages. LANG and Johnson 
violence, are being had removed portions of the fence surrounding 
used by the state and the mink farm in order to facilitate the release 


, of the minks. They also removed and destroyed. 
corporations to sult their the breeding cards from the minks’ cages, which 


agenda. This doesnt just identified their breed and are required for the 
affect environmental and subsequent sale of the minks to a furrier. 
animal rights activists, On August 15, 2013, LANG, and Johnson 


‘ a r were stopped by local police officers in 
or even Just activists, Woodford County, Illinois. The stop occurred 


1 rather, this propagandic approximately ninety miles from Mink Farm 
. A and only approximately eight miles from Fox 
manipulation of language Farm A. At a time they ake stopped, LANG 
and the railroading and Johnson were headed in the direction of Fox 
th rough of corporation- Farm A, a farm in the business of breeding and 
; : then selling fox to furriers. 
protecting legislation LANG and Johnson were driving to Fox 
affects everyone who isn’t Farm A in order to damage it. To facilitate the 


vandalism of Fox Farm A, LANG and Johnson 
had equipment in their car, including bottles 
of muriatic acid, a bottle of aircraft paint 
remover, spray paint, bolt cutters, a scanner, 
two Motorola walkie-talkies, computers, several 
books regarding tactics to avoid law enforcement 
and terrorism, maps, rubber gloves, ski masks, 
and vehicle license covers for the State of Iowa. 

As a result of the vandalism LANG and 
Johnson committed at Mink Farm A, the mink 
farmers lost between $120,000 and $200,000, 
which includes the physical damage to the 
property, the replacement cost for the minks, 
and the lost profits from the farm's inability to 
sell the minks at their fair value. 


in power. 


Because their “vandalism” cost an animal exploiter 
money, it’s terrorism. Can we imagine this in any other 
setting? What if someone broke into a Walmart and stole 
$200,000 of electronics equipment, ripped all the tags off 
the shelves to make the items more difficult to restock, 
and spray painted “Shoplifting is Love” on the outside 
of the building—what would the indictments look like 
then? Would anyone call them terrorists? 

Tyler’s and Kevin's plea deals also contain “Sentencing 
Guidelines Calculations,” a complex numbering and 
labeling system used to calculate the amount of time 
the state will recommend Tyler and Kevin be locked in 
prison. The system adds together the defendants’ “Offense 
Level Calculations’—determined by things like the 
amount of damage done while carrying out the “crime,” 
and the amount of cooperation the defendant showed 
throughout the legal process—and their * “Criminal 
History Category’—in which a “category” (represented 
by a Roman numeral) and “points” are determined by the 
defendants’ previous arrests. These categories and points 
are added up, and Tyler and Kevin get various penalties 
and rewards based on the final number. 

For example, Tyler's “base offense level” is six, but he 
pleaded guilty to causing “more than $120,000, but less 
than $200,000” in damage, which increases his offense 
level by 10. But, because he “timely notified the govern- 
ment of his intention to enter a plea of guilty,” if the court 
determines that he is entitled to a two-level reduction for 
acceptance of responsibility, then he will be offered an 
additional one-level reduction to his overall offense level. 

Seriously, this unintelligible and utterly arbitrary bu- 
reaucratic vomit is what determines the recommended 
amount of time that each of these two activists will sit 
in prison cells for freeing animals from cages. Tyler's sen- 
tencing guideline range came out to 15 to 20 months in 
prison, while Kevin's is 30 to 37 months. These are only 


recommendations, though, and each activist still 
faces a maximum of five years behind bars. 

Apart from the terrorism enhancement, the 
rest of this dance of sentencing guidelines and plea 
deals is one that Kevin is fairly used to by now, 
and it’s essentially the same situation in which 
everyone facing prison time finds themselves. 
People get stuck in an unjust, bureaucratic, non- 
transparent system, are forced to take guilty pleas 
in hopes of avoiding the maximum possible 
sentence, and then the next time they’re arrested 
they have points counted against them for having 
a crime on their record that they only pleaded 
guilty to in order to spend less time in prison— 
resulting in a longer prison sentence. And this is 
all, of course, based on the premise that putting 
people in cages is somehow necessary anyway—bringing 
us back to the issue of the mink, and the foxes, and the 
bitter irony of Tyler and Kevin going to prison, “guilty” of 
“terrorism,” for freeing other living beings from prisons. 

At least the state makes their agenda pretty clear. 

The scales of the justice system are always tipped in fa- 
vor of the animal exploiters, the forest destroyers, the oil 
spillers, the climate change deniers—basically, the people 
in power. Labels like “terrorist,” and even words like “vi- 
olence,” are being used by thé state and corporations to 
suit their agenda. This doesn’t just affect environmental 
and animal rights activists, or even just activists; rath- 
er, this propagandic manipulation of language and the 
railroading through of corporation-protecting legislation 
affects everyone who isn’t in power. Words and laws are 
used to “other” anyone who speaks out against oppres- 
sion, while hiding—and subsequently erasing—the true 
violence and terror that motivates people to stand up to 
power in the first place, by raiding a fur farm, blockading 
a forest road, or defending their community. 

Despite feeling the weight of an AETA prosecution, 
Kevin's and Tyler’s hearts are still with the animal rights 
movement. They don't want their case to stop others from 
working to help animals—and we must not let it. Rather 
than let their case discourage us from taking action, it 
should be a reminder of how desperately we must all 
work to fight back against attempts to stifle resistance, for 
each other, and for the wild. 

Tyler and Kevin could use your support, financially 
and otherwise. Their sentencing takes place in Chicago 
this November. See supPORTKEVINANDTYLER.COM for 
details and updates.% 


Grayson is an earth and animal liberation activist from Los 
Angeles. You can reach him at HASHTAGRIOT@RISEUP. NET. 
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Post Traumatic Stress 


AFTER PRISON 


by Jordan Halliday 


Editor’ note: This article was originally published in the first issue of After Prison, a zine 
project that shares stories of life after prison from former Earth and animal liberation prisoners 
with the hope that activist communities will develop a more thorough understanding of what 
former prisoners face on the outside. Read the rest of the articles, or download the entire first 
issue, at AFTERPRISONZINE. ORG. 


Jordan Halliday is a long-time activist. He believes that 
total liberation includes the liberation of Humans, Earth, 
and Animals. He identifies as a vegan atheist anarcho-syn- 
dicalist with green tendencies. He currently hosts Which Side 
Podcast and helped found the Which Side Media Collective. 

Jordan was indicted by a federal grand jury in 2009 on 
charges related to resisting a federal grand jury investigating 
eration prisoners local illegal animal rights activities under the Animal En- 
terprise Terrorism Act (AETA), mainly concerning fur farm 
raids in Utah. He was jailed for nearly four months under 
a contempt of court order to compel him to testify. He was 
later released and indicted on criminal contempt of court. 
He pled guilty to “Criminal Contempt of Court” on July 27, 
2010. The charge was a unique one in that it is sui generis, 
meaning it is neither a felony nor a misdemeanor. 

Jordan was sentenced on November 3, 2010, to 10 
months in prison with three years of probation upon release. 
He filed an appeal with the 10th circuit court, which was 
denied. Jordan was accused of violating his terms of parole by 
allegedly associating with “the vegan straightedge” by giving 
an interview to a clothing company. A dozen armed FBI 
agents raided his house and he started serving his sentence 
early, on January 9, 2012. 

Jordan was released on July 20, 2012, his civil time run- 
ning concurrent with his criminal time. He was released 
with three years of probation. On August 8, 2013, he was 
granted early termination of supervision after filing a motion 
with his lawyer. 


after prison 


words from former 
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Serving a prison sentence is an experience in one’s life 
that cannot be compared with many other things outside 
prison itself. Prison is a very dark and depressing place 
with a culture of its own, and it can really get into your 
psyche. You begin to experience a heightened alertness to 
attack and aggression. Many will bottle up and suppress 
emotions while creating a hard emotional/mental exterior 
to hide behind. Some experience a total loss of humanity. 

When a guard instructs an inmate to strip down for 
a search, they must comply. You will often come back to 
find your room, bed and locker in disarray after a guard 
has come through to check for contraband. To put this in 
perspective, this is the only thing you can really call your 
own. It is your place, your home. It can feel like a com- 
plete violation of personal space and property. 

You can also feel under threat of attack from other 
inmates if you fail to provide paperwork proving why 
you are incarcerated. The prison will often not provide 
this paperwork in an effort to even the playing field for 
inmates who may have snitched, cooperated or been ac- 
cused of a crime of a sexual nature. Some inmates will 
have to learn to eat fast and cover their food to avoid 
theft from other inmates. Each prison and jail has its 
own set of inmate-created politics and rules you must 
abide by in order to make it. This will often involve the 
way you eat, sleep, shower, brush your teeth, watch TV 
or even use the restroom. These are only a few examples 
of life in prison. 

When a prisoner is released into society it is usually 
with little or no preparation for what the outside world 
expects. Adjusting to freedom and to the stress, demands 
and expectations of others can often be difficult. I want 
to touch on a subject that is not often talked about when 
a person gets out of prison. This is the fact that when 
released many of us have experienced signs and symp- 
toms of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and post 
incarceration syndrome. Nicole O’Driscoll, a qualified 
nurse who manages a mental health crisis house, explains, 
“Post-traumatic stress disorder is characterized by trau- 
matic memories and flashbacks, emotional numbing or 
episodes of anxiety and depression, difficulties managing 
mood and behavior, and problems with normal daily ac- 
tivities such as eating and sleeping.” 

I still get bouts of anxiety from things like the jingle 
of keys, which subconsciously remind me of when the 
guards were close and walking towards my room or down 
the hall. I've also had debilitating anxiety from loud 
sounds and the sight of authority figures, or even black or 
white cars that were parked outside my house or behind 
me in my car. These things have gotten better over time 
but haven't ever fully gone away. 


Some inmates may have been victims of violence, 
abuse or other trauma while serving their sentence, and 
this isn’t always from other inmates. Terence T. Gorski, 
who wrote an article on post incarceration syndrome, 
noted that it can be “caused by constant fear of abuse 
from both correctional staff and other inmates.” As | 
mentioned, most of my symptoms are brought on by an 
association: with authority and/or correctional staff. 

These traumas are not only the result of being incar- 
cerated, but also of experiences leading up to incarcera- 
tion, such as arrest and many other things. For me it is 
definitely a combination of many things. I feel I need to 
add a little background to give context to my personal 
experiences dealing with PTSD. 

During the summer of 2008 I experienced a lot of 
strange harassment outside my home. Some of this ha- 
rassment I believe was coincidental, while some was more 
directed. During that time I was heavily involved in an- 
imal rights activism and my name would sometimes ap- 
pear in newspapers. I believe it was shortly after my name 
appeared in a University of Utah newspaper in regards to 
anti-vivisection demonstrations that I received a decapi- 
tated rat head in the mail. I had a pet rat at the time, and 
the fear that it was him only added to the trauma of the 
situation. During that time someone also spray painted 
the word “MEAT” all over my street, delivered extremely 
hardcore pornographic videos (which had really explicit 
titles that could have been taken as threats), and woke me 
on a regular basis with loud knocks on my window and/ 
or searchlights in my windows, followed by screeching 
tires from a fleeing truck. Over time I’ve tried to put all 
the harassment together and come to conclusions about 
who might have been behind it. But I haven’t ever come 
up with anything concrete. 

Living with these fears of constant harassment defi- 
nitely increased my own personal anxiety. To add salt to 
the wound, I found out that my parents were visited by 
the FBI, who asked them questions about me. After not 
returning their call, 1 was kindly visited by the FBI at 
my work a few days later. This ended with me storming 
out of an office while the FBI trailed me and told me 
that I was making a big mistake by not cooperating, and 
that they would subpoena me to a grand jury, in front of 
corporate management and for all the customers to hear. 
They followed through on their promise six months later 
and again visited me at my work to deliver my subpoena. 

After refusing to cooperate with my first grand jury 
and filing a motion pro se declaring their subpoena inval- 
id as it wasn't properly filled out, I was once again visited 
at my work by at least 12 FBI agents and the lead United 
States Marshal to make sure the subpoena was properly 
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Jordan with his partner, Mariana, in July 2015. 


filled out this time. Every visit certainly increased my 
anxiety and fear of authority. 

I was ultimately arrested and sent to jail for my refusal 
to cooperate with a grand jury. This process in itself is 
enough to break some people emotionally and mentally. 
Besides the thorough body search that requires you to 
strip completely nude, bend over and cough—which is 
extremely humiliating and can make a person feel sub- 
human very quickly—there is also the contempt and 
force that the people in authority positions feel and use 
towards you. Just a routine fingerprint can be aggressively 
done. For myself, the US Marshals made fun of my jacket 
and pressed my fingers extremely hard against the finger- 
print scanner before leaving me in an isolated cell for a 
few hours. I was eventually moved from federal holding 
to a county jail where the entire process was repeated over 
again. While at the county jail I spent over 72 hours with 
12 other individuals in a holding cell designed for five as 
a temporary place to keep inmates for a couple of hours 
when moving them to another facility or courthouse. 

The jail was overcrowded, as they had just mass arrest- 
ed over 800 homeless individuals that night from a local 
park (mostly on vagrancy charges). The holding cell had 
no beds, just a toilet and sink. I ended up having to sleep 
next to the toilet. Constantly being moved around and 
staying in cells without beds caused hours of sleepless- 
ness. No sleep (nor food, as they would not provide me 
with vegan meals) is extremely draining on the body and 
mind and can break down an inmate, further affirming 
the feeling of being less than human. 

While inside the jail in Cache County, Utah, I was 


placed with someone who asked me directed questions, 


who I later found out from legal doc- 
uments was working with the govern- 
ment. This person would often get 
violent, and even choked me when | 
refused to “accept Jesus Christ.” In this 
jail I was also moved into another cell 
with a black inmate. The white guys 
tried to move me and I refused, because 
the alternative was a gross old white 
man named “grandpa.” I was cornered, 
choked, punched and nearly beaten up 
for not complying. At one point the 
guards tried moving me back in with 
the inmate who was working with the 
government, which I refused to do 
(though I didn’t know for certain he was 
working with the government at that 
point, he had just given me so many red 
flags that I knew something was up) to 
which they responded by threatening to forcibly remove 
me with taser shields. This is the jail where I also quickly 
learned not to use the restroom when someone else is 
eating. All of these things increased my already height- 
ened anxiety and fear. 

Fortunately for me, I was released during my initial 
incarceration after about four months, as the grand jury 
had expired and we had filed our third motion for release. 
But unfortunately, the government decided to charge me 
with criminal contempt of court (something they had 
only ever done twice before in United States history). So 
the whole process started over again. 

There was also a large falling out within my local 
animal rights community, as friends of Nicole “Nikki” 
Stanford (formerly Viehl), who was the other individual 
subpoenaed to the same grand jury, whom I had called 
out for choosing to testify, created threats and general an- 
imosity towards me. They defended her with the typical 
statements of “she didn’t tell them anything they didn’t 
already know” and that she had the defendant’s blessing 
to testify. This caused a rift in our community, as some 
individuals felt that ignoring the situation instead of deal- 
ing with the confrontation was the best route. This was 
extremely damaging to me emotionally. I felt I had lost a 
large amount of support because I wasn't willing to deal 
with the people who refused to address the situation. I 
remember leaving a collective house crying, telling a few 
activists that I couldn't be a part of an unsafe community 
that allowed people like her to be a part of it. 

I spent the next few years on pre-trial probation 
while I was fighting my charge, for which I ultimately 
took a non-cooperating plea deal. During that time an 


officer was allowed to search my home, car and myself at 
any time without a warrant, and could and did show up 
unannounced to do so. This added even more stress and 
anxiety, as I was in constant fear that a probation officer 
would come over and for some reason decide I was do- 
ing something that violated my probation and put me 
back in jail. Although there was no reason for them to 
do so, the worry was still there. This worry turned out 
not to be far from reality. After writing a comment on 
a blog in favor of the Animal Liberation Front (ALF), 
I was brought to court with the prosecutor and officer 
claiming this was an association with the ALF (some- 
thing that my _ probation 
strictly prohibited). Luckily 
I had a great lawyer who got 
me out of it by claiming that 
my support was simply free 
speech and didn’t constitute 
an association. This was still 
obviously not the best way 
to start things off. As time 
went on, I was assigned new 
officers and was eventually 
sentenced to 10 months in 
prison. Things were starting 
to shift towards me self-sur- 
rendering as soon as a date 
was provided. 

During this time I fell in 
love and started dating my 
now wife, Mariana, online. 
When it was becoming clear 
that I was going to go back 
to prison soon, we decided 
that we should meet in per- 
son. She bought plane tickets 
from Colombia to Utah and was just finishing up a week 
away with her family before she visited. One morning, 
while she was away with her family, I saw some mien 
looking into my window. I opened the door to see what 
they wanted and was immediately surrounded by a doz- 
en armed agents all pointing weapons at me. Then they 
started piling out of my backyard and I was arrested. In 
the year prior, I had given an interview to a clothing line 
that happened to sell vegan and straight-edge apparel. 
The court claimed that this was in direct violation of my 
probation, which prohibited me from associating with 
“ALF, ELF, and VSE (vegan straight edge) animal groups 
[sic].” This was obviously a tactic to break me by my pro- 
bation officer, who knew that my partner was set to visit 
in just a couple of days. 


For the most part, | was pretty 
accepted in prison. People 
respected the fact that | didn't 
testify. | had it a lot easier than 
many people, not to mention 
that | had the support of people 
on the outside. | received books 
and letters, and it made my time 
that much easier. This should 
just help illustrate that, even 
with all the support that political 
prisoners can receive, PTSD can 
still occur and it shouldn't be 
taken as a lack of Support from 
the community. 


This incapacitated me emotionally, mentally and 
physically. I spent that night in my jail cell crying. I was 
transferred from facility to facility at that point. Some 
inmates refer to this as diesel therapy, which Wikipedia 
describes as “a form of punishment in which prisoners are 
shackled and then transported for days or weeks. It has 
been described as ‘the cruelest aspect of being a federal in- 
mate.’ It has been alleged that some inmates are deliber- 
ately sent to incorrect destinations as an exercise of diesel 
therapy.” During my entire experience being incarcerated 
I was moved to and from at least seven different facil- 
ities. The process of being stripped down and searched 
was repeated every time I was 
moved, even if it was a move 
from one cell block to anoth- 
er in the same facility. 

One facility was a private- 
ly owned prison from Correc- 
tions Corporation of America 
(CCA) in Pahrump, Neva- 
da. The blocks of this prison 
house 100 inmates each with 
50 bunk beds in the middle, 
25 tables in the front, and a 
few toilets and showers in 
the back. No walls, no pri- 
vacy. During my stay in this 
facility, I was denied access to 
vegan food, threatened with 
charges of additional crimes, 
and placed in a Special Hous- 
ing Unit as a risk to security 
when supporters called in de- 
manding I get fed, and denied 
access to any exercise, books 
or television (as they had no 
more radio sets to give to inmates). I sat and slept, and 
this was the extent of my stay. At this CCA facility I wit- 
nessed someone getting stabbed over the television for 
the first time. I also witnessed someone hit someone over 
the head with a sock full of batteries. This led to a full-on 
riot between two prison gangs, which ultimately ended 
with a tear gas canister being lowered from the ceiling 
and sprayed on all of us. 

During my stay at another facility, someone heated 
up petroleum jelly in the microwave until it was a liq- 
uid and threw it into someone's face. This, coupled with 
constant fighting and sights and sounds that you would 
walk the other direction from and pretend you never 
saw if you stumbled upon, added an overwhelming 
amount of anxiety and fear. Probably one of the most 
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emotionally draining experiences for me involved being 
thrown into solitary confinement for 24 hours for wear- 
ing my hat flipped up. Solitary confinement is a horrible 
place that can take you to the ultimate point of feeling 
subhuman, and I am fortunate that I wasn’t there for as 
long as some other people have to be. The Center for 
Constitutional Rights states that “solitary confinement 
is torture” and that “the devastating psychological and 
physical effects of prolonged solitary confinement are 
well documented by social scientists: prolonged solitary 
confinement causes prisoners signifi- 
cant mental harm and places them at 
grave risk of even more devastating 
future psychological harm.” 
According to the Center for 
Constitutional Rights, research has 


PTSD may never go 
away for me or for 
other ex-prisoners, 


I am sure—but anything I said to the therapist would 
be given to the probation officer, so it wasn't the ideal 
situation. 

During this time, people would comment on how my 
mannerisms had changed. I would now cover my food 
while eating it. I'd flush the toilet multiple times. I would 
spit in the trash after brushing my teeth. I eventually got 
over many of my prison habits. 

However, the constant fear of going back was a dai- 
ly occurrence that never fully dissipated. 1 would get 
severe, debilitating anxiety multiple 
times a day. It got to its worst point 
when my partner bought tickets to 
visit me again. It was almost the same 
time of year as the last time she had 
bought them. I was still under the su- 


demonstrated that “prolonged soli- but we must have the pervision of a probation officer. It all 


tary confinement causes a persistent 
and heightened state of anxiety and 
nervousness, headaches, insomnia, 
lethargy or chronic tiredness, night- 
mares, heart palpitations, and fear 
of impending nervous breakdowns. 
Other documented effects include 
obsessive confused 
thought processes, an over-sensitivity to stimuli, irra- 
tional anger, social withdrawal, hallucinations, violent 
fantasies, emotional flatness, mood swings, chronic 
depression, feelings of overall deterioration, as well as 
suicidal ideation.” They also claim that “exposure to 
such life-shattering conditions clearly constitutes cruel 
and unusual punishment—in violation of the Eighth 


ruminations, 


' Amendment to the US Constitution. Further, the bru- 


tal use of solitary has been condemned as torture by the 
international community.” 

For the most part, I was pretty accepted in prison. 
People respected the fact that I didn’t testify. I had it a 
lot easier than many people, not to mention that I had 
the support of people on the outside. I received books 
and letters, and it made my time that much easier. This 


_ should just help illustrate that, even with all the support 


that political prisoners can receive, PTSD can still oc- 
cur and it shouldn't be taken as a lack of support from 
the community. | believe that PTSD can be much worse 
without the support. 

Flash forward to my release from prison. I was sen- 
tenced to three years of supervision after release. I was 
assigned a new probation officer. This is the point where I 
really felt my PTSD at its worst. I think the courts could 
sense it too. They required that I attend mandatory men- 
tal health counseling—something to cover themselves, 


courage to admit to 
our community and 
loved ones that we 
have these issues 
after prison. 


felt exactly the same, and I was irra- 
tionally expecting the FBI agents and 
US Marshals to show up a few days 
before she got here, just as it had hap- 
pened the last time. I think that was 
the peak of my PTSD. When I finally 
picked my partner up from the air- 
port, and was holding her in my arms, 
I think the peak started to decline again for me. Even 
though she was with me during the next few months, 
I still had the daily fear that they would snatch me up. 
I think the fear and PTSD only got to its lowest point 
once I was off of supervised release (which, thankfully, 
I was able to get off of early). It still took me a while to 
actually feel like I was free. But I was able to quickly tell 
myself that I was and that there was no reason to worry 
about violating or being sent back anymore. 

I feel that, for the most part, my PTSD is very min- 
imal now. While writing this, however, I actually got a 
reminding dose of its existence when I saw searchlights 
in the window of my new place and looked outside to 
see’a cop car parked in front of my place, shining a light 
around my house and all of my neighbors’ houses. I had 
no idea why they were looking around, but this sent me 
right back into a panic attack that I was eventually able 
to overcome with the help of Mariana. I think that is the 
key, too. PTSD may never go away for me or for other 
ex-prisoners, but we must have the courage to admit to 
our community and loved ones that we have these issues 
after prison, and not feel like it makes us weaker by doing 
so. For them to understand that these issues happen, and 
to be there for support even after we get out of prison, 
and understand that just because an ex-prisoner says they 


are OK, it might not entirely be the reality all the time.% 
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Free: 


Liberation Front 
by Red Fox 


review by Rabbit 


Recommend: 
Yes 


THE SwepDISH ANIMAL LIBERATION 
Front (Djurens Befrielsefront—or 
DBF) has been one of the most active 
and successful direct action animal 
liberation groups in the last 30 years. 
Through the use of sabotage and ani- 
mal liberation, the DBF and its many 
off-shoots have succeeded in ending 
all fox and chinchilla farming in the 
country, and have saved countless 
animals from lives of exploitation and 
fear. This beautiful, full color, coffee 
table book recounts the history of the 
DBE, including its influence from 
Britain, profiles of its founding and 
primary members—many of whom 
were, unsurprisingly, “normal” moth- 
ers who simply wanted to see positive 


change for animals—and detailed de- 
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tae The Story of the Swedish Animal 


UNTIL ALL 


AR FRIA_ ARE FREE 


THE STORY OF THE SWEDISH ANIMAL LIBERATION FRONT 


scriptions of how actions went down. multiple factions. The personal stories 


The pictures are enough to take you are touching, and the tactics and 
away for an afternoon: Animals who experience shared by seasoned activists 
are invaluable. 

Note: If you're in the US, 
you can order Until All Are Free 


from DIRECTACTION.INEFO and 


are now safely homed and free from 
suffering; the activists who've risked 
their lives and freedom to protect ani- 
mals; and large photos from the actions 


BURNINGBOOKSBUFFALO.COM. 


Book 


eviews 


themselves—everything from torched 
vehicles to a hole busted into a fur farm 
wall to circumvent an alarm system. 
Written by an anonymous group 
historically involved in Swedish animal 
liberation, Until All Are Free offers a 
unique perspective of the movement, 
with details on the thinking behind 
certain actions, the discussions 
that occurred behind closed 
doors, and even the rifts that 


broke various groups into 
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Tchernobyl: 


Land and Freedom: 

An Open Invitation 

by Seaweed 

Black Powder Press; 2013 


review by Ruhe 


Recommend: 
YES! 


Many RADICAL ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
green anarchists find ourselves stuck in a 
stalemate between the repetitive pattern 
of “campaign”-based activism and the 
allure of dropping out and living off the 
grid. As is so often the case with bina- 
ries, this false choice doesn’t really get 
us anywhere. In Land and Freedom: An 
Open Invitation, Seaweed offers a possi- 
ble way out of this stalemate by calling 
attention to the importance of creating 
land-based stateless zones. Arguing that 
access to land is essential to any project 
of anarchy and self-organization, over 
the course of seven short essays Sea- 
weed presents an alternative approach 
of creating multiple land-based insur- 
gencies that would be rooted in their 
specific places. Seaweed argues that by 
developing strong kinship with the land, 
we would be able to create communities 
of subsistence that would help nurture 
further resistance and encourage taking 
initiative rather than always acting on 
the defensive. Much of the emphasis is 
on creating strong and nurturing com- 
munities embedded in a specific place. 
It’s hard work, and the author admits 
true kinship would probably take a 

few generations. Seaweed argues that 
these place-based struggles would be far 
more attractive to others than political 
programs and urban activism. Land and 
Freedom is written in a very engaging 
way and Seaweed’s welcoming prose and 
desire to emphasize both creative and 
destructive acts makes it a refreshing 
departure from typical political writing. 
This is a thoughtful contribution to 
green anarchist/anti-civilization theory 
and one that is especially useful because 
of its practical proposals. 


Ruhe is an anarchist living in the occupied 
territory currently known as Grand 


Rapids, Michigan. 
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Earthmasters: 

The Dawn of the Age of Climate 
Engineering 

by Clive Hamilton 

Yale University Press; 2013 
review by Mary Wildfire 


Recommend: 
Yes! 


| FOUND THIS BOOK WELL-RESEARCHED, 
well-documented, clearly written... and 
alarming. 

Given the looming threat of catastrophic 
climate change, and the utterly inadequate 
response of governments, is it time to con- 
template a Plan B? Measures to reduce climate 
change other than the obvious—reduction of 
greenhouse gas emissions—have long been 
under quiet investigation, but not publicly dis- 
cussed until 2006, because scientists thought 
open discussion of this Plan B would reduce 
pressure, already weak, to lower emissions. 

Hamilton explains various proposed 
methods of geoengineering. He says the 
most popular and likeliest is spraying sulfur 
into the atmosphere to mimic volcanic 
eruptions, which he calls “easy, effective 
and cheap.” But it will damage the ozone 
layer and possibly reduce rainfall, inevitably 
increasing conflict. Once implemented, it 
could not be terminated without cata- 
strophic effects. 

Climate denial think-tanks are em- 
bracing geoengineering because they love 
a “solution” involving a high-tech opera- 
tion that is controlled by a few and profits 
corporations. But allowing experiments on 
our only planet, while doing nothing to 
curb emissions and the myriad other harms 
our growth-obsessed culture inflicts... 
Hamilton's fears are well-founded. We 


well, 


must now begin to counter the impetus 
behind the idea of geoengineering. Have 
there been quiet conversations between 
proponents and policy-makers, and might 
these explain the refusal of governments to 
countenance emissions limits? 

Note: Read the full review at 
RESILIENCE.ORG. Or, better yet, find this 
book! 


Mary Wildfire lives on a land trust in 
West Virginia where she writes books and 
endeavors to grow as much as possible of her 


own food. 


Women of Plogoff — 

by Annie Laurent and Renée Conan; 
translated by Vincent Caillou 

Les Editions La Digitale; 2010 
review by Onion 


Recommend: 
Absolutely 


WOMEN OF PLOGOFF IS A BOOK FOR 
those who appreciate slicing through 
bullshit and intellectualism in order to 
hear a story. This pocket-sized publica- 
tion is a people’s history of a few fierce 
women and their fight to prevent con- 
struction of a nuclear power station on 
their commune. The words come direct- 
ly from those involved—the editor only 
comments for clarification purposes. 

The French government began steps 
towards constructing the plant in early 
1980. The mayor of Plogoff refused 
to endorse the project, resulting in an 
occupation by French police. Most of 
the men in Plogoff fished for a living 
and were gone for weeks at a'time, 
leaving the women a majority. None 
of these women were activists prior to 
this invasion, but that didn’t stop them 
from setting up barricades to keep the 
cops out. The courage they showed 
in the face of stun grenades, tear gas, 
home invasions, sexual harassment, and 
kidnappings is remarkable. Interestingly, 
these women almost immediately reject- 
ed nonviolence: One claimed, “Had we 
been non-violent, Plogoff would have 
been finished.” In the end, the women 
prevailed and the police left, the plan 
for a new nuclear power station leaving 
with them. 

Unfortunately, after this leaderless 
victory, the residents of Plogoff formed 
an association called Plogoff Alterna- 
tives, with the goal to “promote the 
development of renewable energies ... 
harmonious rural development and 
better utilization of ... raw materials.” 
Despite this letdown, their victory was 
indisputable, and the book a must-read. 


Teaching Rebellion: 

Stories from the Grassroots Mobili- 
zation in Oaxaca 

compiled and edited by Diana Den- 
ham and CASA Collective 


PM Press: 2008 


review by abdab 


Recommend: 
Yes! 


THIS BOOK IS EXACTLY HOW | PREFER TO 
learn about rebellions—directly from 
the people who led them. This col- 
lection of easy-to-read testimonies 
shares the voices of children, students, 
teachers, organizers, journalists, artists, 
religious leaders, and others who played 
a part in the powerful movement that 
arose in 2006 after years of state repres- 
sion in Oaxaca, Mexico. The bottom-up 
movement, which started as a teachers’ 
strike, grew to involve thousands of 
people demanding human rights, direct 
democracy, community media, educa- 
tion reform, economic equality, and an 
end to state violence. From marches to 
barricades to media takeovers and art, 
the tactics used were as vibrant as they 
were diverse, even in the face of extreme 
repression and corruption. Though it 
seems like some of the personality of the 
voices may have been lost in translation, 
much of the emotion rings through, 
especially in the poignant testimony of a 
young boy who became a fierce activist 
after his father was imprisoned. The 
book also includes a chronology and 
some discussion questions for thinking 
about social movements. 

It’s important to be able to look to 
tangible on-the-ground actions as a basis 
for thinking about theory. While Teach- 
ing Rebellion focuses on presentation of 
stories over analysis, the resolve of the 
voices themselves was enough to inspire 
me to think critically about the move- 
ments I’m a part of now, and how much 
there is to learn from these historical 
flashpoints. 


Cookin’ Up A Storm: 

Sea Stories and Vegan Recipes from 
Sea Shepherd's Anti-whaling Cam- 
paigns 

by Laura Dakin 

Book Publishing Company; 2015 
review by Rabbit 


Recommend: 

If you were going to buy a cookbook 
anyway, and like Sea Shepherd, you 
might as well get this one. 


THIS IS BASICALLY JUST A VEGAN COOK- 
book sprinkled with a few quotes and 
short stories from Sea Shepherd cam- 
paigns. The recipes are by Laura Dakin, 
a chef on Sea Shepherd’s anti-whaling 
vessels. 

A vegan cookbook isn’t the kind of 
thing we normally review, but we appre- 
ciate this clever method of fundraising 
for a direct action group. I found most 
of the recipes to have less pretentious 
ingredients and shorter ingredients 
lists than typical vegan cookbooks, 
though a few of them ask for things like 
nutritional yeast and “vegan fish sauce” . 


~ (whatever that is) that are inaccessible 


to many. The recipes we've tried so 
far—Old Salt (and Pepper) Tofu, First 
Mate Mushroom and Kale Sauté, and 
Captain's Favorite Carrot Cake—came 
out pretty dank, though we substituted 
a few things, and didn’t exactly use mea- 
suring devices... And yes, all the recipe 
names are that cheesy. 

Sea Shepherd has become a main- 
stream fixture of the environmental 
movement, but they continue to hold 
onto some of their radical roots. So it’s 
fitting that the last lines of this book 
give a nod to a classic animal rights 
chant: “Each year we aim to cause 
sufficient economic damage to the 
whaling fleet so they can never return to 
Antarctica. But if we can’t permanently 
cripple them, we'll return and continue 
to fight. We will never back down, until 
they stop the killing.” 
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Dear Ned Ludd, 

I often find myself near heavy 
equipment while walking at night. 
Is there anything I can do to fight 
against industrial ecocide if I have 
very little with me? 

Love, 


—Moonwalker 


Dear Smocth Criminal, 

Every engine requires clean air 
to breathe, just like you and me. Be- 
cause Mother Nature hates machines 
as much as we do, she made sand and 
dirt so it will damage engines. Re- 
moving the air filter makes all kinds 
of fun expensive stuff happen inside 
the engine. Pulling the filter off is fast, 
it doesn’t really make any noise or 
draw attention like lighting the thing 
on fire, no nasty chemicals escape 
as the engine is destroyed, it doesn't 
cause damage that will hurt someone, 
and nothing tells the machine or the 
operator that the filter is missing. 

Expect to find two filters, one 
inside another, on almost all heavy 
equipment. 

The filters are inside a small trash 
can-sized drum of metal or plastic. 
On most equipment, the filter is near 
where the exhaust stack is located. 

The lid, about the size of a record, 
is usually held on with metal clips. 
Use a knife, multi-tool, or stick to 
pop the clips open. Be careful, some- 
times they can pop open fast and 
break skin. 

After you remove the filter there 
are a few options: 

1. Take the filter and put the lid 
back on. Congratulations, the ma- 
chine will suck in dirt and sand, and 
the engine will get “dusted.” The 
warranty is void and the company 
is on the hook for a lot of repairs 
that will take at least a week to fix. 
If you get caught, filters are under 


$500, so you'll probably only end 
up with a misdemeanor unless you 
hike with some monkey wrench shit 
on. The bad part about this method 
is that it takes a little bit to kick in, 
and meanwhile things are still getting 
destroyed. 

2. Take the filter off and put peb- 
bles down the hole you find. Hurray, 
the rocks broke the turbo and cost a 
lot of money—you stopped the ma- 
chine! You can put the filter back; the 
rocks will do the work for you. Dam- 
age happens when the machine is 
started. Turbos only take a day or two 
to fix, but they do cost a few thou- 
sand dollars. Insurance might cover 
the damage. 

3. Put water down the hole you 
left when the filter was removed. The 
pistons will fill with a few gallons of 
water, and hopefully the engine will 
take a lot of damage. The machine 
will stop, and will not start again for 
a while. Don’t leave DNA evidence 
by drinking from jugs you use, and 
you should be using gloves anyway. If 
you don’t want to take the filter you 
can put it back; the water will do the 
work. Bad part: Not everyone has 
access to a lot of water, and it is way 
too heavy to hike in. Insurance might 
cover the damage if you are obvious. 

Put the cover on, as the big gap- 
ing hole is pretty obvious to most 
people operating machines. Dont 
travel around with the filter. If you go 
for option one, bury it or hide it in 
the bushes far away. /t is against the 
rules to leave forensic evidence during 
night work. Nothing I have written 
here has any real chance of hurting 
someone. 

Don’t get caught, 


—General 


“ Ned Ludd 
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Dear Ned Luda is for 
entertainment purposes 
only. The Earth First! 
Journal in no way endorses 
property destruction, direct 
action, oppositional atti- 
tudes, or caring about the 
environment. 


Deas 


NASCENT CLIMATE WARRIORS, 


SUMMON YOUR STRENGTH FOR WHAT'S TO COME! 


by Sylvia Cleaver 


So you want your tide to rise, eh? Well, as the old adage 
says, it’s easy to get it, harder to keep it! In the age of informa- 
tion saturation and heapings of faux-indignation, the objective 
of captivation is third-best, at best. 

The truth is that many of our campaigns are attracting the 
sort of attention that few of us may properly understand. We've 
read the headlines: “FBI Up to Same Old Bullshit in WA, ID, 
TX, OK,” “Rising Tide Activists Receive Visits from No-Good, 
Ice-Hearted Feds,” “Tar Sands Blockade Totally Scoped Out by 
FBI, Infiltrated by Heartless Scum...” 

Is it reasonable to expect federal law enforcement to sit at 
bay, while thousands of “climate activists” disrupt billions of 
dollars of commercial energy expansion? 

On the contrary, the FBI has an extensive and detailed history 
of interfering in the affairs of domestic dissident organizations, 
including targeted activity meant to 
disrupt and destabilize perfectly legal 
political opposition. Not to mention 
efforts to destroy groups engaged 
in unapologetic illegal activity in 
opposition to United States’ policy at 
home and abroad. 

Without this understanding in- 
grained in the minds of our comrades, how can we expect to 
foment the level of resistance necessary to move this thing to 
where it needs to go? 

So we've fingered Royal Dutch Shell as a prime culprit, and 
called out the KXL pipeline by name. 

But after the glowing TV coverage and the cancellation of a 
pipeline project or two, what comes next? 

Examining history is a vital tool in answering that very 
question. From perusing the histories of the Black Panther 
Party, Puerto Rican Independentistas, the American Indian 
Movement, the Socialist Workers Party (1940s—’50s), Earth 
First!, Judi Bari, the Animal Liberation Front, and others, the 
patterns become clear: 


¢ Infiltration by undercover police officers or federal agents 
¢ Infiltration by private individuals contracted by Shell, Tran- 
scanada, Enbridge, or some other corporate vampire 


As for these two possibilities: Don’t sweat them. Barring 
possible eventual identification of the snitch-ass piece of shit 
you thought was a friend, you're likely to never know they 
were even there. Heed lessons of competent security culture 
and keep yer trap shut in the company of anyone not a dearly 
trusted associate. 

Following this: 


How will we feel when the streets are filled, 
treesits in motion, sit-ins screaming loud, and 
they still don’t wanna hear us? What will we 
be prepared to do, and will we be prepared for 
what comes next? 


¢ Summons to appear in front of a grand jury 
© Knock-knock from the FBI or other useless law enforce- 
ment at home, work, school, etc. 


In both cases, a resounding silence is of utmost importance. 
In theeventofagrand jury summons, you may be asked to appear 
for the purposes of answering questions regarding comrades, 
campaigns, projects, information on whereabouts of certain 
people at certain times, etc. etc. The duty of land defenders is to 
resist these proceedings with every fiber of might and strength, 
accepting jail time if need be. Any alternative is unnacceptable, 
and anyone in the business of devising circumstances whereby 
your cooperation with federal authorities wouldn't make you a 
terrible traitor to the Earth and animals, consider exiting from 
whence you came. And even the most well-intentioned among 
us, if your fortitude meets friction at 
the idea of incarceration, find other 
forms of struggle. Before you ruin 
your life, and/or the lives of others, 
be honest about limitations and act 
appropriately. 

Perhaps these lessons are tired 
and repetitive, or perhaps you had 
no idea the FBI cared so much about crushing any attempt at 
tossing a wrench into the Empire. With new blood comes fresh 
minds, and even you who've been in it for a minute could stand 
to remind yourselves what we're up against. And to remember 
what we stand for: Refusing to compromise the survival of 
other species, rejecting the notion that one more forest need be 
cleared, one more mountain exploded, one more primate lab 
erected. In other words, defending the wild like you fucking 
mean it. 

Too many of us have never heard the phrases COINTELPRO, 
Operation Backfire, Operation THERMCON; or maybe we 
heard some Hampton fella got his brains shot out by the Feds 
in Chicago and it never occurred to us that that could be us if 
we reach the success some of us hope for. Too many of us are 
focusing on the cheering, and the effective blockades, and the 
good media coverage. 

But how will we feel if we're torn away from our families, or 
threatened with the worst they've got to throw at us? How will we 
respond when the grand juries come for answers? How will we 
feel when the streets are filled, treesits in motion, sit-ins screaming 
loud, and they still don’t wanna hear us? What will we be prepared 


to do, and will we be prepared for what comes next? 


Sylvia sits somewhere along the Atlantic coast of the United Snakes, 
and plucks guitar strings when she’ not seething at the thought of 
our killed Earth. 
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With 


\V§ , 
Clear as cut glass 
& just as dangerous 


COYOTE 


I’m driving my rented Grand Prix 
down a dirt road in Wyoming 
following at a near idle 


18) 


6 


an ambling coyote, 


334 


just shedding his winter coat. 


| 
L 


He glances at me with delicious indifference, 
his mind and body in an elsewhere 
I glimpsed once, it seems, 


Lake Worth, F 


on a road like this one, 


beyond the guarded kiosk. 


4 | 


3) 


When an oncoming minivan 

claims the road, he walks unhurriedly 
into the bordering underbrush 

and vanishes, as animals do, 

though they live all around us. 


—David Shaddoch 
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When I was a child 


MUTUAL AID 
I mM ce I read the fairy tales 


of humble man befriending ants 

when a horse kicked open their hive 

and other species along his journey 

until when faced by the authoritarian king's 
impossible demands 

for winning the hand of the princess 

the ants returned to help him 

find the needle in the haystack 

other assisted species 

chipping in for him 

on the other confounding demands 

until victory was his 

(hopefully the princess was pleased) 

so all through my life 

I have rescued flies from dishwater 

left firewood sheltering beetles 

vacated outhouses with yellowjacket hives 
watched spiders hatch in my kitchen 


stopped my truck abruptly 


to let myriad bewildered animals cross the road— 


dazed deer, skittering skunks, 
waddling porcupines, perplexed owls 

I have learned the sounds 

of Raven and Squirrel language 

until they have conversations with me 
though I don’t know what we're saying 
All for what, you ask? 

Well I long ago kicked aside 

the corporate ladder 

left myself in suspended animation 

as a fly in amber 

listening, observing, waiting 
examining the bones of wildlife skeletons 
saving owl, hawk, eagle, raven, seagull, 
woodpecker, jay, grouse feathers 
bringing home skulls, vertebrae, and antlers 
so that one day 

when I am grayer still 

gone silver with wandering mind 

I may ascend the karmic ladder 

to become one of them, 

not human, 

wild again, 


to gnaw my own bones. 
10/31/08 


—Karen Coulter 


AMERICA, ROARING 


Sometime 

in the sigh of the night 

as we wait for the scared trees to breathe 

ask me about that time I drove through Kansas 
and heard America. 


Not as He was as a newborn— 

we've all heard His first spank of stone 
and the wail of inland sea, 

the slide of ice along his spine. 


And not as He was as a child— 

with His first cry of crickets 

and cottonwood leaves; 

His run-on sentence of badger claws 

in a prairie dog town; 

the spitty scritch as a pronghorn licks 
her new twitching kid; and the drip, drip 
as a heron lifts 

her bill from the still 

shallows 


of a shadowed pond at dawn. 


Or the smooth language 
of flatrock moccasins, 
nighthawk stories, 


buffalo song. 


But as He is now. 

The three hundred year old adolescent. 

He grows so fast. He eats too much. His mouth is 
always open, and he belches, yells, and roars: 

the mechanical screaming of eighteen wheels 

going ninety on I-70. The bang of 

corrugated metal flapping off the gas station roof 
during a dust storm. The man in the pick-up 

by the pump (kerCHUNK kerCHUNK), “You 
fucking bitch!” and his companion, “But honey I—" 
And, in the field behind the grasshopper afternoon, 
bullets rive the sage, strike like thunder. A small 
body 

hits the earth with a small thud, and forever 


bleeds the ground a prairie-dog red. 


Sometime 

when the night lies still and dark 

as a house abandoned, and the fever'd 
prairie is quiet, and the owls are unafraid 


to settle their feathers on a branch above us, 
ask me about our trip across America, 


that time | heard the throat 

of Kansas wailing through a sunflower 

farm; I have to tell 

someone what | heard. 

But I’m afraid that none will listen, no one 

can even hear; | myself in my fourth decade, 
facing the stage where the headbanging 

heavy metal band of humanity is screaming into 
the microphones, I am slowly going 


deaf 
as grass. 


Ask me. Ask me 

before I plumb forget. Because 

I don’t want to forget the song of 

the meadowlark, how her fluting music 

floats like a thread across the penstemon 

and primrose in the midriff of our country. 

I don’t want to forget what the wind sounds like 
as it brushes up against the cheeks of the feral 
sunflowers and grooms the skin of the pond 
whiskered with bulrushes. 


Please, help us to remember the music of the Great 
Plains. 

Let’s turn off the lights, the tee-vee, the stereo, 
and leave our fuming cars, 

ditch them where the magpies 

will pick them clean and hoard the shiny things. 
Exhale with the chokecherry and ash as they relax 
their massive old shoulders and hard-axed boles, 
and come sit beneath the evening owls, 

and listen for a while, and pray now 

that our bullying boy comes finally home, 

that our rowdy loud teenager 

grows up. 


—Sue Ring deRosset 
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LATE MAR COLOMBIA: INDIGENOUS NASA CLASH 
WITH POLICE AND PARAMILITARIES FOR 
LIBERATION OF MOTHER EARTH 

Indigenous Nasa members were sowing seeds on their 

territory when riot police attacked, firing gas and stun 

grenades. The planters defended themselves with cata- 
pults and slingshots. The Nasa peoples have been seeking 
the liberation of Mother Earth and the territory of the ha- 
cienda for years, regularly occupying fields and buildings 


and blocking roads to their land. 


MAR 31 ‘ISRAEL: ACTIVISTS RESCUE HUNDREDS 
OF CHICKS FROM HATCHERY 


A large group forced their way into an egg industry hatch- 


ery in Ramat Hakovesh and rescued approximately 200 


young chickens. The activists interrupted the process of 


separating newly hatched male from female chicks, and 
the killing of male chicks in a grinding machine. Four- 
teen activists were detained for refusing to leave and on 
suspicion of causing damage. 

APR 2 CANADA: HEILTSUK CELEBRATE AS 
FISHING BOATS FORCED TO LEAVE 
TRADITIONAL WATERS 

The victory came after a Heiltsuk chief councillor and 
several others locked down in the Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans office on Denny Island in British Columbia 
to protest the controversial re-opening of a herring fish- 
ery that proceeded despite fierce First Nation opposition. 
Last year, leaked emails revealed that government scien- 
tists had recommended that the fishery remain closed. 
APR 3 A DAY AFTER ARRESTS, MAUNA KEA 
TELESCOPE PROTESTS GROWS IN HI 
Thirty-one people were arrested for blocking construc- 


tion, disobeying police orders, and trespassing in protest 
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Late March 2015 - June 2015 


of construction of a proposed $1.4 billion telescope on 


Mauna Kea. 


APRE CHINA: GUANGDONG VILLAGERS SMASH 
POLICE STATION OVER INCINERATOR 

The action was in response to police violence earlier in 
the month, when more than a hundred people demon- 
strated against the construction of an incinerator pro- 
posed by a private concrete plant. They had blocked a 
major road near the plant and demanded the project's 
immediate termination. When the police arrived with 
tear gas and pepper spray, violent clashes erupted, end- 
ing in casualties and dozens of arrests. In spite of the 
brutal state crackdown, tens of thousands of villagers 
armed with iron bars returned to the streets on April 6 
and descended on the police station, annihilating prop- 
erty and smashing squad cars while police officers stood 


in formation and watched. 


APR7 CHILE: INCENDIARY ATTACK AGAINST 
CONSTRUCTION SITE OF SANTIAGO 
METRO 

An anonymous statement read: “We claim responsibility 
for the incendiary attack against the construction site of 
the future line 6 of the Santiago Metro, on April 7th, we 
attacked this representative of social technological prog- 
ress with an incendiary device of chemical activation. The 
harmful consequences of the techno-industrial expansion 
will not be tolerated without the necessary response, we 
walk keeping a close watch on your warehouses, super- 
markets, areas of urban expansion, the degradation of 
wild nature in its most extensive forms; we attack and 
will continue to attack in the fields and your cities, we 
will defend tooth and claw what remains to be defended 
and ourselves. Against civilisation! For the defense of all 


that we've been losing! Capybara Group FAI-FRI.” 


APR 7 CHILE: ATTACK AGAINST MEAT COMPANY 
Anarchists affiliated with the FAI/IRF targeted the adminis- 
trative offices of Rio Bueno Meat Company, using an incen- 
diary device with a delay mechanism that damaged part of the 
building. An anonymous statement declared: “We can not re- 
main quiet on confinement, isolation and death of hundreds of 
animals. Our struggle is anti-speciesist because it is primarily 
an anti-authoritarian struggle, for human, earth and animal 
liberation.” 
APR 10 AUSTRALIA: THOUSANDS RALLY IN SUPPORT 
OF REMOTE ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES 

A rally in Melbourne against the forced closure of remote Ab- 
original communities brought parts of the Central Business 
District to a standstill and caused major delays to public trans- 
port. Organizers asked “left political” groups not to use the 
protest to “promote their wares or ask for money.” The previous 
month, Tony Abbot backed the West Australian Government's 
plans to close nearly half of the state’s 247 remote communities 
and said it was not unreasonable if the cost of providing ser- 
vices like schools outweighed the benefits. 


APR10 FRANCE: PHEASANTS FREED 

Anonymous individuals in Alsace, France, destroyed two 
pheasant farms, releasing between thirty and forty birds and 
demolishing transformers for the electrified cages. 

APR11 SCOTLAND: ELF SABOTAGES CONSTRUCTION 
VEHICLE 

An anonymous ELF statement read: “I attacked a construction 
vehicle in a secluded area of the center during the early hours 
by cutting out its cables and thus causing damage. [...] [These 
machines] are always a target for me because [they are] used for 
maintaining the ‘recreational areas’ of the urban cemeteries that 
imitate ‘nature,’ offering a completely alienating concept of the 
physical world and other forms of life. [...] I will always attack 
the idols and values of this world and their morality.” 

APR 12 CANADA: ACT ON CLIMATE MARCH DRAWS 
25,000 TO QUEBEC STREETS 

Almost half of all First Nations in Quebec will be impacted by 
the proposed Energy East pipeline, which will carry 1.1 million 
barrels of crude oil per day from Alberta and Saskatchewan to 
refineries in Quebec City and Saint John, New Brunswick. Peo- 
ple from BC, Ontario, New Brunswick, and all over Canada at- 
tended the rally, demanding that premiers act on climate change. 
APR12 CAMBODIA: FISHERMEN DRIVE OUT SAND 
DREDGERS 

About 70 residents of Koh Kong province chased away In- 
ternational Rainbow Company's sand-dredging barges that 


they accused of operating illegally and damaging vital fishing 
grounds around Koh Kapi island. Residents tied motorboats to 
twelve barges and about eight sand transport boats that were at 
work near the island until the crews agreed to drive away. The 
villagers continued tying their boats to offending vessels until 
the dredgers all left the area. 


GREECE: ELF ARSON ATTACK AGAINST 
POULTRY COMPANY 


The entrance to a poultry company and three company vehicles 


APR 12 


were firebombed in Athens in solidarity with hunger strikers 
in Greek prisons. The ELF targeted the poultry company to 
demonstrate connections between human oppression in pris- 
ons and non-human animal oppression in the meat industry. 


ITALY: AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
VANDALIZED 

An ALF cell targeted an IZS (Istituto Zooprofilattico Speri- 
mentale) laboratory in Savona, Italy, re-painting windows and 
walls and leaving messages such as “IZS = DEATH,” “free the 
animals,” “stop vivisection,” and “murderers.” An anonymous 


APR 13 


statement read, in part: “Turn off the computer, get out of the 
house and act for animal liberation tonight. Resignation is 
complicity.” ) 


INDIA: DAM BLOCKADE STRENGTHENS IN FACE 
OF POLICE VIOLENCE 


Hundreds of demonstrators from at least three villages blocked 


APR 14 


a road leading to the controversial Kanhar dam in Amwar to 
prevent trucks from beginning construction. Police fired on the 
crowd, leaving one person near death and at least eleven gravely 
injured. Local activists estimate the project will affect at least 
80 villages in Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, and Uttar Pradesh. The 
blockade has grown to upwards of 700 people as news of the 
shooting spreads. ; 

APR1S CANADA: NICOLA VALLEY FIRST NATION 
CHIEFS OCCUPY PREMIER’S OFFICE TO 
PROTEST BIOWASTE 

Chiefs representing the Upper Nicola, Nooaitch, Lower Nico- 
la, Shackan, and Coldwater Indian bands staged a sit-in to 
protest the trucking of sewage from the Central Okanagan to 
land near Merritt in British Columbia. The group’s press release 
stated, in part: “The biowaste operations affect our aboriginal 
title and rights. The province of British Columbia is obligated 
to consult and accommodate us in relation to the impacts of 
biowaste operations on our rights and title. [...] We are unified 
in our mission to stop this toxic waste coming into the Nicola 


Valley area.” 
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APR15 SIX ARRESTED OCCUPYING BP 
HEADQUARTERS IN TX 

Gulf Coast residents staged a sit-in at BP’s Houston office just 
before the fifth anniversary of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill 
that killed eleven workers and spewed 4.9 million barrels of oil 
into the Gulf of Mexico. Activists unfurled a banner that read 


“NEVER AGAIN: No Sacrifice Zones.” 


LATEAPR ENGLAND: HENS LIBERATED AND RE-HOMED 
According to an anonymous statement, 67 hens were liberated 
from an intensive farm unit in the south of England: “[A]ll 
hens have new homes [where] they can live out the rest of their 
lives free from fear and suffering. This raid is dedicated to the 
memory of our good friend and comrade Gilly Peachey, a great 
fighter for animal liberation. Until all are free.” 

APR 22 ~=NINETEEN ARRESTED PROTESTING GAS 
PROJECT IN NY 

A human blockade at both of the gated entrances of Crest- 
wood Midstream prevented traffic from entering or leaving 
the gates. Those arrested were charged with trespassing and re- 
leased. Crestwood’s methane gas storage expansion project was 
approved by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission last 
October in the face of broad public opposition and unresolved 
questions about geological instabilities, fault lines, and possible 
salinization of Seneca Lake, which serves as a source of drink- 
ing water for 100,000 people. 

APR 23 UK: PROTESTERS LOCK DOWN AT FRACKING 
SITE 

Four people were arrested after chaining themselves to security 
fences around the well heads at a fracking site in Penketh, The 
activists were raising awareness about IGas, the energy compa- 
ny that runs the site. 


APR 25 KENYA: PROTESTERS FIGHT DESTRUCTION OF 
NATIVE FOREST 
Protesters threatened to set alight any vehicle caught trans- 
porting timber from their forests. Some allege that merchants 
smuggle endangered red cedar products to the coastal port of 
Mombasa for shipping to Saudi Arabia, where they are sold at 
high prices. “People here are ready to take up spears and ma- 
chetes to guard the forest,” said Mark Loloolki, Lpartuk Ranch 
chairman. “They have been provoked by outsiders who are out 
to wipe out our indigenous forest to the last bit.” 
APR 26  FIVEHUNDRED MARCH IN PROTEST OF NEW 
ANIMAL TESTING LAB IN WA 
Animal rights supporters marched across the University of 
Washington campus, temporarily blocking neighborhood 


streets to protest construction of a $124 million underground 


animal research lab. After the demonstration, about 100 people 
assembled outside the home of Patrick Shanahan, Vice Chair 
for the UW Board of Regents, screaming chants and hold- 
ing signs in a gauntlet of condemnation as he pulled into the 
driveway. 
APR27  ANTI-PIPELINE PROTESTERS TAKE OVER 
SPECTRA OFFICE IN MA 

People from across the Northeast converged and took over 
Spectra Energy's office in Waltham. A “Final Notice” was de- 
livered to Spectra, letting them know that they have 40 days to 
cancel their Northeast fracked gas pipeline expansion project or 
face escalated resistance. 


APR 29 FRANCE: SCIENTISTS CHASED OUT OF THE ZAD 
A dozen masked individuals chased off three biologists con- 
ducting research in Vigneux-de-Bretagne for the Notre-Dame- 
des-Landes airport project. The scientists’ vehicles also had 
their windows broken and tires punctured. 

APR 29 PALESTINE: ANTI-POLLUTION PROTEST 
ATTACKED BY ISRAELI SOLDIERS 

Around fifty Palestinians and international activists gathered 
in Tulkarem to protest the presence of eleven Israeli chemical 
plants. They carried signs demanding a clean environment and 
an end to the Israeli occupation. Israeli soldiers deployed to 
guard the plant quickly responded with stun grenades and tear 
gas. The air in Tulkarem has been found to contain alarmingly 
high rates of monoxide and toxic substances, and an estimated 
300,000 square meters of agricultural land has been contami- 
nated by emissions from the factories. 

THROUGHOUT APR FINLAND: OCCUPATION 
DEFENDS FOREST FROM 
CONSTRUCTION OF NUCLEAR 
POWER PLANT 

An action camp on the Hanhikivi Peninsula in northwest Fin- 
land aims to stop Fennovoima Energy Company's proposed 
nuclear power plant in Pyhiajoki. Activists have risked their 
lives to save the forest, occupying trees, blocking roads, lock- 
ing down to machinery, sabotaging equipment, and running in 
front of fast-moving vehicles to stop the destruction. 


LATE APR UK: FRACKING PROPONENT MP CHARLOTTE 
LESLIE GETS HOME VISIT 

Less than a week before the British regime's elections, people 

targeted Tory parliamentary candidate Charlotte Leslie's family 

home, scratching cars and spray painting “Tory Scum” and other 

slogans. The politician had directed a media and police repression 

campaign against anarchists in the area leading up to the attack. 
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MAY 1 ITALY: ANTI-EXPO RIOTS FLOOD STREETS 
Violent clashes between Italian police and protesters disrupted the 
opening of the Milan Expo, a technological fair. Police fired tear 
gas and used water cannons in an effort to disperse the rioters, who 
had broken away form a larger anti-globalization protest. 

MAY 6 CHILE: FAI-IRF CLAIM INCENDIARY ATTACK 
AGAINST CHILECTRA POWER SUBSTATION 

A timed incendiary device containing 1.2 liters of gasoline and 
400 grams of polystyrene was placed in a room inside the sub- 
station in Santiago. Activation occurred several hours later. The 
communiqué released by Grupo Kapibara states that the action 
was carried out in order to strike a destructive blow against the 
techno-industrial system in defense of Mother Earth. 

MAY 7 MOTHERS AND GRANDMOTHERS BLOCKADE 
CRESTWOOD MIDSTREAM IN NY 

Sixteen women from six Finger Lakes-area counties created a 
human blockade at both gated entrances of energy corporation 
Crestwood Midstream’s offices. Protesters stopped traffic, hold- 
ing banners that said “Honoring Mother Earth” and “Mothers 
Against Crestwood: Because I Said So, That’s Why.” The We 
Are Seneca Lake movement has been blocking the gas storage 
facility gates since October 23. 


MAY 7-8 LABOR AND ECO-ACTIVISTS BLOCKADE ARC 
LOGISTICS TERMINAL IN OR 
A Laborers International Union of North America member 
locked to a barrel to draw a connection between fossil fuel ex- 
ports and trade agreements like the Trans Pacific Partnership, 
and to call for an end to both. Portland Rising Tide supported 
the action. Police cut the protester out the next morning. 
MAY 8 IRELAND: LOBSTERS LIBERATED FROM 
RESTAURANT TANK 
A group of about 11 animal rights activists liberated nine lob- 
sters by walking ’into a Dublin restaurant and pinching them 
from a fish tank. Three or four activists clawed the cover from 
the fish tank and placed the lobsters in plastic bags while the 
others distracted restaurant staff. The lobsters were released 
into the ocean. 
MAY 10 PERU: 35 INJURED ON DAY 42 OF PROTEST 
AGAINST MINING PROJECT 
Twenty civilians and 15 police officers were injured after authori- 
ties attempted to clear roads blocked in opposition to the South- 
ern Copper Corporation's Tia Maria mine. The majority of the 
protesters were local farm workers from the Arequipa region who 
want to prevent environmental damages that hinder agriculture. 


NETHERLANDS: GROENFRONT! OCCUPIES 
COAL PLANT CONVEYOR BELT 

Team Coal Busters kicked off the Climate Games by halting a 
belt at the Nuon/Vattenfall-owned coal fired power plant, and 
dropping a banner that said “STOP COAL” from the 45-foot- 
tall structure. The group declared their opposition to the large- 


MAY 13 


scale use and import of coal in the harbor of Amsterdam. The 
Climate Games are being organized for the second time by 
GroenFront!, a Dutch branch of Earth First!. 


SOUTH AFRICA: PROTESTER SHOT DEAD IN 
THIRD DAY OF UNREST AT PLATINUM MINE 


Clashes between police and protesters near Atlatsa Resources’ 


MAY 13 


Bokoni platinum mine left one person dead and another seri- 
ously injured. Locals claim the company offered millions to the 
community in exchange for mining rights eight years ago, but 
haven't paid anything. The protests began when people blocked 
a road leading to the mine and burned tires, preventing em- 
ployees from getting to work. There was also damage to the 
timber storage yard and to communication infrastructure. 


CHILE: TWO ARSON ATTACKS ON LOGGING 
TRUCKS 


In the first incident, rebels set fire to a shed containing logging 


MAY 14 


equipment. Guards confronted the arsonists, and shots were 
fired. The fire destroyed a tractor and an excavator. In the sec- 
ond incident, close to 20 armed hooded folks forced out truck 
drivers, and three logging trucks and a pedestrian lookout post 


were burned down. 


FANG TREESIT HALTS CONSTRUCTION OF 
SPECTRA PIPELINE IN RI 


Fighting Against Natural Gas set up a treesit near a compres- 


MAY 19 


sor station in Burrillville to prevent construction of Spectra’s 
fracked gas pipeline expansion. Police arrived with K-9 units 
and used chainsaws and bucket trucks to remove the sit. 


MAY 21 DAMDESTROYEDINCA 

The Alameda Creek Dam in Freemont was destroyed during 
the night by unknown individuals. The inflatable dam held 
back approximately 50 million gallons of drinking water, 
which flowed into the San Francisco Bay after the incident. 
MAY 23 THOUSANDS WORLDWIDE MARCH AGAINST 
MONSANTO AND GM CROPS 

Thousands of people hit the streets in cities across the world 
to protest genetically modified crops and pesticides. The third 
annual March Against Monsanto was held in upwards of 400 
cities in more than 40 countries from the Americas to Africa 
and Europe. 
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MAY 25 


ITALY: INCENDIARY SABOTAGE AGAINST TAV 
ENGINEERING COMPANY 

From a communiqué: “[T]he offices of Italferr located in Via 
Torcello [...] were deliberately set on fire. This company is the 
engineering branch that deals with research and development 
for the Italian national railway company, and is particularly in- 
volved in studies for the development of the high speed rail 
(TAV) between Turin and Padua. The fire was started by pour- 
ing inflammable liquid through a previously broken window, 
then lighting it with a smoke bomb. Within minutes, the fire 
had devoured the furniture, computers and all the paperwork 
piled there by hardworking engineers.” 

MAY 25 PERU: MINING WORKER KILLED IN MARCONA 
PROTESTS 

Luis Quispe Chumbi was shot and killed by police during a 
strike against the Shougang mining project—an operation that 
has led to unemployment and electricity and water shortages 
within the area. Radio Bomba Peru reported that over 200 
locals were also seriously injured during the clashes. Video 
uploaded to the Cadena Sur Marcona Facebook page shows 
further police abuses against citizens as police fired tear gas into 
private homes. 

MAY 26 GAS EXPORT OPPONENTS IN NY BLOCKADE 
FERC 

More than 80 activists blocked the doors and streets in front of 
and behind the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, pre- 
venting employees from. entering the building for a few hours. 
They also blockaded North Capitol Street directly behind the 
agency by erecting an 18-foot metal tripod from which a wom- 
an was suspended by a climbing harness. They held large ban- 
ners saying, “Stop Fracking #Exports” and “The United States 
of Fracking.” 

MAY 27. ‘DISRUPTION AT MI POLICY CONFERENCE 
CALLS ATTENTION TO AGING PIPELINE 

Three MICATS organizers disrupted Governor Rick Snyder 
as he gave his opening address, and one individual unfurled 
a banner that read: “Keep Michigan Pure! Shut down Line 


5!” Others chanted and held signs saying “Protect the Great © 


Lakes—Shut Down Line 5!” Line 5 is a 62-year-old crude oil 
pipeline with a history of leaks owned and operated by En- 
bridge, which passes from Michigan’s Upper Peninsula into 
lower Michigan directly through the pristine freshwaters of the 
Straits of Mackinac. 


MAY 27 _ BRAZIL: ALF LIBERATES RABBITS 

According to an anonymous report, the ALF rescued rabbits 
from one of the largest suppliers of animals for laboratories in 
Brazil. 


MAY 30 CANADA: CAPTIVE MINK LIBERATED BY ALF 

The communiqué reads in full: “As many as 1,600 mink were 
released from cages at the Glenwood Fur Farm (4216 Perth 
Line 9) in St. Marys, Ontario late on May 30. According to 
media reports, fencing that surrounds the farm was cut and a 
gate opened. Animals in two sheds were released, and breeding 
cards removed.” 

MAY 30 KAYAK PROTEST LAUNCHED AGAINST NAVY 
PLANS IN AK 

Tribal leaders and commercial fishermen protested military ex- 
ercises planned for the Gulf of Alaska, saying they're concerned 
about damage to salmon, crabs, and other marine life. Dozens 
of fishing boats and kayaks set out on the Port of Kodiak while 
protesters set off smoke bombs and flares. 

JUNE 1 LOCKDOWN HALTS CONSTRUCTION OF ANIMAL 
LABORATORY IN WA 

An activist with the No New Animal Lab campaign locked to 
the top of an excavator at the site of the proposed Animal Re- 
search and Care Facility at the University of Washington. They 
dropped a banner that read: “You will not build this lab.” The 
lockdown lasted 12 hours and resulted in two arrests. If built, 
the underground lab will expand the number of animals the 
university can use and kill in research by thousands. 


JUNE 1 


ENGLAND: EIGHTEEN ACTIONS AGAINST 
FOSSIL FUEL INDUSTRY 


Reclaim the Power's day of action against fossil fuels involved 


many actions that connected the dots between energy firms, 
government ministers, public relations companies, the frack- 
ing industry, and more. There were blockades at the offices of 
Npower, Invesco, Media Zoo, Energy UK, RWE, and Cuadril- 
la. There were also protests against the Department for Ener- 
gy and Climate Change, Carmargue Public Relations, British 
Gas, the National Gallery, Boomeco, London City Hall, Edel- 
man Public Relations, Imperial College's Department of Min- 
ing, and the Didcot B power station. Other actions included 


RESIDENTS USE DIRECT 
ACTION TO DEFEND FRACKING 
BAN IN DENTON, TX 


Denton residents jumped into action after the 
passage of HB4O, a state bill that stripped local 
control of fracking from all cities across Texas. 
The previous November nearly 60% of residents 
voted for or an ordinance banning fracking, but 
shortly after HB40 was signed, Colorado-based 
Vantage Energy announced that it would resume 
fracking operations in Denton on June 1, ata 
site located directly across the street from a 
neighborhood and several businesses. Commu- 
nity members responded by enforcing the ban 
themselves. 


JUNE 1 THREE ARRESTED BLOCKING 
VANTAGE ENERGY GATES 

Local community members and volunteers 
with Frack Free Denton blocked the gates Van- 
tage Energy’s newest well pad. One banner at 
the blockade quoted the town’s anti-fracking 
ordinance: “Sec.14.201 Prohibition of Hydraulic 
Fracturing. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
engage in hydraulic fracturing within the corpo- 
rate limits of the City.” 


JUNE 16 NINETY-TWO-YEAR-OLD GREAT- 
GRANDMOTHER AND SON BLOCK 
FRACKING OPERATION 

The two seated themselves in front of frack- 
ing trucks.attempting to enter Vantage Energy’s 
urban fracking site and were later arrested. 


JUNE 19 MOTHER HALTS FRACKING TRUCK 

Local Denton mother Meredith Buie was 
arrested for sitting down in front of a fracking 
truck attempting to enter a Vantage Energy well 
site. She was the 10th community member arrest- 
ed for protesting the site. 
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; 


subvertizing in Oxford, a love-in at the Oxfordshire Conser- 
vative Party headquarters, and delegates at the World Coal 
Association Conference being locked out of the Institute of 
Directors. 


JUNE 2 GUATEMALA: ANTI-MINING BLOCKADE EVICTED 
Over 300 security forces forcibly evicted the blockade in the 
community of La Puya, Guatemala, removing barricades and 
protest signs that had cut off vehicular traffic to the mine's en- 
trance. The community has been resisting the US-owned EL 
Tambor gold mine project for over three years. Led by women 
and indigenous people, the movement has stopped the work 
of at least three transnational mining companies and caused 
$3 million in losses for extraction corporations. Community 
representatives say that the eviction was illegal. 


JUNE6 GERMANY: GIANT COAL EXCAVATOR OCCUPIED 
Four activists climbed to the top a giant excavator in the Inden 
open caste lignite mine, occupying a bucket wheel over 220 
feet in the air. The action was part of the ongoing Hambach 
Forest occupation, which is fighting for the preservation of the 
ancient forest and an end to the lignite mine that has desecrat- 
ed the landscape. The activists said that this action was not an 
appeal to politicians, but part of a responsibility to decompose 
the system of industrial destruction and replace it with some- 
thing better. 


MEXICO: ATTACK AGAINST MINISTRY OF 
AGRARIAN TERRITORIAL AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT 

A group of self-proclaimed insurrectionary anarchist feminist 


JUNE 6 


witches, part of the Informal Feminist Commandos of Anti-au- 
thoritarian Action (COFIAA), detonated an explosive device 
that was placed inside the ministry's offices, destroying the glass 
front of the building. The group carried out the action because 
the ministry “has been responsible for putting an official stamp 
on the turning of nature and the earth into commodities and of 
normalizing the dispossession and violence that the state uses 
in [its] accumulation of capital.” 


JUNE 7 CANADA: ALF TORCHES HARLAN LABORATORY 
TRUCKS 

The incendiary devices were planted under trucks in Ontar- 

io belonging to the Huntingdon Life Sciences-owned Harlan 

Laboratories, which is responsible for supplying research an- 

imals and animal feed to vivisectionists. The action aimed to 

eliminate the company’s means of transportation, disrupt the 


systematic torture and murder of innocent animals, and cause 


as much monetary damage as possible. One truck was dam- 
aged, the other completely destroyed. 


JUNE 8 FINLAND: SABOTAGE AT FENNOVOIMA’S 

NUCLEAR POWER PLANT CONSTRUCTION SITE 
Cables, wires, and windows of a digger were cut and smashed 
by anonymous individuals. The conscious act of sabotage was 
in solidarity with the protest camp of Hanhikivi Cape and lo- 
cals resisting forced expropriation. 


JUNE 10 FRANCE: ARSON AGAINST PRISONS AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF ZAD 

Activists ignited ten trucks and three sheds belonging to a sub- 
sidiary company of the Vinci multinational, which is involved 
in the construction of prisons and the development of the No- 
tre-Dame-des-Landes airport (site of a ZAD). The damage is 
estimated to be over one million dollars, not counting the long 
delays at the construction sites. 


JUNE 11 BELGIUM: ARSON AGAINST “GREEN” 
TECHNOLOGY 

During the night between Thursday, June 11, and Friday, June 
12, a fire raged at the site of Greenbizz, a business center for 
the so-called “green technology” sector. Serious damage was in- 
flicted and firefighters spent all Friday on the site. The business 
project, funded by the EU and carried out by BAM construc- 
tion company, notorious prison builder, will likely be delayed. 


JUNE 11 ‘SOMEWHERE IN THE US: CRAYFISH LIBERATED 
FROM SEAFOOD MARKET 

The liberation, which was carried out in solidarity with long- 

term eco-prisoner Marius Mason, occurred in broad daylight, 

and the crayfish were quickly released back into the waters 


from which they were originally captured. From the commu- 
niqué: “If you can ‘liberate’ a tofurky from Whole Foods, then 
you can liberate actual. animals from places of violence and 
exploitation.” 


ARGENTINA: RABBITS LIBERATED FROM 

BREEDER 

From the communiqué: “When I saw those cages, from that 
moment my mind was imprisoned within them like the rabbits 
they confined. [...] Therefore we visited the place where the 
rabbits were bred to be murdered, and emptied each of the 
cages where more than one rabbit lived in each, and then those 
animals deprived of their liberty were free for the first time. 
[...] Redundantly, this action is dedicated to them.” 


EARLY JUNE 


JUNE 13 NICARAGUA: OVER 10,000 PROTEST CHINESE 
CANAL PROJECT 

The $50 billion canal would displace families, disrupt farm- 

ing livelihood, and possibly damage Lake Nicaragua, the area's 

source of fresh water. Demonstrators painted on the walls and 

public buildings and shouted “traitor” to Nicaraguan President 

Daniel Ortega, while some burned the flags of the ruling party. 


MID JUNE COAL DERAILMENT IN MO IN SOLIDARITY WITH 

IMPRISONED ANARCHISTS 
Thirty-one coal cars derailed in a stretch of the Mace Creek re- 
gion of northwest Missouri after anarchists weakened multiple 
spots on the tracks. BNSF Railway spokespeople said that part 
of the track was removed, which impacted rail traffic for days. 
Activists declared, “We do this in solidarity with all prisoners 
and in defense of the stolen resources of this planet used to kill 
us. 


MID JUNE VENEZUELA: TRIBES TAKE ACTION AGAINST 
VIOLENT MINING GANGS 
Indigenous protesters blocked the landing strip of Canaima 
National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, in protest 
of illegal miners destroying their lives and lands. An Arekuna 
spokesperson told Survival International, the global movement 
for tribal peoples’ rights, “Mining is a huge problem in our 
indigenous territories. The miners are extracting the riches of 
our land and the earth is crying out for help. Our rivers are 
drying up because of the mining. We must look after nature; if 
we don't, the whole planet will suffer.” 


MID JUNE PANAMA: INDIGENOUS ACTIVISTS BLOCK 
ENTRY TO BARRO BLANCO HYDRO DAM 

A 30-strong group of Ngabe blocked the entrance to the Bar- 

ro Blanco hydroelectric dam in western Panama, preventing 

workers from entering the site. The dam is set to flood a string 

of Ngiabe and campesino communities, all of whom have 


objected due to the damage that would be done to ancestral — 
petroglyphs, agricultural grounds, and cultural centers, as well 
as to the river's marine life. None of the communities along the 
Tabasard River have provided their free, informed, and prior 
consent to the dam. 


JUNE 18 LOCKDOWN HALTS VGS PIPELINE 
CONSTRUCTION IN VT 

Activist Johanna Anderson, who locked herself to VGS ma- 
chinery, stated, “For almost three years, we've seen state agen- 
cies and Vermont Gas ignore the concerns of landowners, 
ratepayers and the public. We're here today to stop construc- 
tion of a pipeline that has little public support and extreme 
regulatory uncertainty.” 


JUNE 18 FLDEVELOPER’S DRIVEWAY BLOCKADED TO 
PROTEST DEFORESTATION 

A slash pile was used to block the driveway to the beachfront 

mansion of Bobby Julien, CEO of Kolter Group. Kolter Group 

began destruction of the Briger forest last fall. A banner was 

held reading “Bring the Destruction to Their Homes.” 


JUNE 22 CHINA: THOUSANDS PROTEST PX CHEMICAL 
PLANT 
Protesters took over the streets chanting and holding banners 
reading, “PX Get out of Jinshan.” PX (paraxylene) is a famma- 
ble chemical used in polyester and plastics manufacturing and 
is a major contributor to air pollution. 
JUNE 24 INDIGENOUS BLOCKADE HALTS 
CONSTRUCTION OF MASSIVE TELESCOPE IN HI 
Hundreds of protesters met construction crews for the Thir- 
ty Meter Telescope (TMT) roughly 300 yards up Mauna Kea. 
Eleven people were arrested. During the protest, a number of 
rocks were placed in the middle of the road. Mauna Kea Access 
Road was closed until the rocks could be removed. Later in the 
day, TMT workers stopped trying to get to the summit.& 
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Dear Shit Fer Brains, 
We P, | I I joyfully received the Eostar 2015 EF!/ and wanted to put 
my two pence in on the Green Paper Guns debate. Both Fil and 


Dezeray made valid points. 


Dezeray is correct in pointing out how we spend or dont 
C.) . spend our money can put fear into corporations and nations. 
1 T e IT Boycotts and Divestment campaigns hit corporations where it 

hurts: their bank accounts. 


Fil is also on point. Direct Action (DA) is without a doubt 
the most effective way to cause an enemy financial and func- 


o 
tional damage. The right action at the right time can cripple 
rains me 


However, it is a fatal mistake to devalue the actions of others 

simply because they don't fit into your personal view of what 

i produces the best results. This “holier than thou” abnormality 

Send us your love/hate mail: 


irst! 
2g gale nose up at any employable act that has been successful? No war 


is self-defeating. As Dezeray puts it, why would you turn your 


Lake Worth, FL 33460 has ever been won by throwing all the grenades in the fox-hole. 

Some of us are very passionate about DA methods. However, 

Please keep your letters to it is necessary to appreciate those who engage in DA are in a 

300 words or less. very special breed of beasties. And one person's idea of DA may 

not be someone else’s. While Fil dreams of the local Humane 

Society advertising a “Puppymill Target of the Week,” others 

may focus on conditions of confinement within the Prison 

Industrial Complex—where many political prisoners languish 
daily. 

Like Fil, I have my daydreams of hacktivists targeting 
CORIZON.COM or Armark, both of whom exploit prisoners, 
and in the case of Armark utilizes mass production farms to 
feed prisoners while contributing to the wholesale slaughter of 
animals and exploitation of the land. 

A diverse movement with diverse methods of engagement 
is capable of bleeding an enemy to death. Like nature, we must 
take a diverse course of action to attain our goals. 

Respectfully, 
—An tUlchabhan 


Dear Shit fer Brains, 

I haven’t written anything to the Journal in many years, but 
having read a few issues in the past few years, here's a few ideas: 

Smashing the corporate state or whatever may be a noble 
goal, if you have something decent to replace it with. That 
might help distribute wealth and improve human rights. | 
agree we should always strive for some better system. But I 
really don’t see how that would end up protecting or restoring 


wildness on this planet much if any better than the system we 
now live under (as much as I hate that). And I thought saving 
nature was the main goal of Earth First! 

There are 7 billion+ people on earth and, regardless of their 
economic status, the vast majority is clamoring for more goods 


and services. I’m guesstimating at least 90% could give a flying 


fuck about saving nature for its own sake—no matter what sys- 
tem or non-system they live under. They just want MORE, 
and when they get more, they'll want even more. They may be 
mostly nice folk, but they care about themselves, their families 
and friends, and other people—not wildness. Their separation 
from nature and anthropocentric avarice grow every year, along 
with the human population. 

Even assuming some kind of revolution could achieve 
absolute equality for all people in wealth and human rights, 
that 90% would still want to maximize turning nature into 
goods and services. A better way of achieving equality for peo- 
ple would just mean that “resources” extracted from the earth 
would be distributed more evenly—not that there would be an 
overall reduction in extraction. It might even make the situa- 
tion worse for nature, as increasing numbers of the formerly 
poor would require more, and then demand more still. 

The Dream may be nice, but the sad truth is, the 
overwhelming majority of the world’s people actually more or 
less believes in the contemporary global system, as it’s doing 
a pretty good job of planet-plundering, dividing the spoils 
amongst the populace, and maintaining growth. They fear any 
radical change that might jeopardize what they have or hope to 
get. “The will of the people” is currently a pipe dream as far as 
saving the wild because only a very small percentage of humans 
really give a shit about nature. 

Yes, itd be great to smash the system and replace it with 
something better, but to save and restore nature I think 4 basic 
things need to happen: 

1, Whatever still remains in the wild needs to be protected. 

2. The number of humans needs to be reduced to a level 
sustainable for not only people, but for a mostly natural planet 
— probably less than 30% of the current number. 

3. People need to learn to be content with limited goods 
and services, to abandon the belief that more-and-more is nec- 
essary for happiness. 

4. Somehow, some way, people need to start really caring 
about and respecting nature — for its own sake — not just for 
what they can get out of it, or when harming it might negative- 
ly affect them somehow. 

All these things might seem almost impossible, but I don’t 
see what else could save and restore wild earth. Changing the 
political/economic/whatever system isn’t going to do it. And 
environmental activists spending so much time on socio- 
economic matters and trying to overthrow the system is mostly 
just alienating the multitudes and draining energy from what 
should be the mairf goal — saving nature. Thanks for listening. 

—Lynn Jacobs 


Dear Poop for Brains, 
It is sad that despite June 11% being traditionally a day 
about and in solidarity with eco prisoners, the past couple of 


years have been for ‘long term anarchist prisoners’ (a vague 
category if I had ever heard one). Of course, you all know the 
history of the day with it originating with Jeff Luers’ sentencing 
date and then expanding to eco (and animal liberation) 
prisoners. Somewhere along the line, it was switched to long 
term anarchist prisoners, a term that can mean a lot of different 
things to different people. That said, the vagueness of the term 
is just a minor issue. 

The major issue is that since this change, actual eco prisoners 
that, for whatever reason, do not identify as anarchists, get shut 
out of the equation. Rebecca Rubin, Justin Solondz, Walter 
Bond, Kevin Olliff, Brian Vaillancourt. Were there events done 
in solidarity with them? Were any of the funds raised used to 
booster their commissary or release funds or pay lawyers? Were 
any of them included on the June 11th website? I am going to 
say no and that is a huge problem. 

No disrespect to Eric McDavid but he was the beneficiary 
of June 11th events despite having been out of prison for 6 
months at that point. Of course, after having done years inside, 
I certainly do not begrudge Eric or his crew from fundraising. 
They can and they should. What I cannot get over is how this 
can happen and yet actual eco prisoners, in prison RIGHT 
NOW, can be excluded. 

In his article on the EF! Journal newswire, “From Eco- 
Prisoner Support to Eco-Resistance against Prisons,” Panagioti 
Tsolkas chalks up disagreements about June 11th to “political 
semantics” but I find that point rather dismissive. What we call 
things actually matters and it guides our actions, For example, 
a crew of people who have never done time coming up with the 
idea of ‘long-term’ as meaning ten years and over is arbitrary 
and arrogant. 

Of course, things change and perhaps I need to be more 
flexible. Yet, with all the days in the year, I am confused by 
the fact that both anarchist prisoner supporters (long-term or 
otherwise) and other campaigns feel the need to colonize a day 
intended for eco prisoners. We need to stand up for those that 
stood up to the ecological destruction of the planet and show 
them solidarity. Leaving eco prisoners out of a day of solidarity 
for prisoners seems like the worst way to do this. 

—crankypants 


Dear crankypants, 

While the J11 organizing crew has decided to re-label 
June 11 as the “International Day of Solidarity with Long- 
Term Anarchist Prisoners,” we at the EF! Journal Collective 
have not made this change, and continue to refer to it in our 
magazine, on the Earth First! Newswire, and in our hearts as the 
“International Day of Solidarity with All Eco-Prisoners.” 

On February 10, 2014, we published an “Open Letter from 
Jeffrey Luers” to the EF! Newswire. As you mentioned, it was 
Luers’ action of burning SUVs in Oregon in 2000, and the 
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22-year-and-8-month prison sentence that he received as a re- 
sult, that sparked the creation of June 11 in the first place. And 
as you may already know, Jeff has similar complaints to yours 
about the relabeling of June 11. In his letter he says, “I find 
the co-option of June 11 as an anarchist day of solidarity to 
be yet another example of how anarchist struggles often use 
our allies’ struggles as a platform to further our own agenda. 
It is a criticism that I have seen the anarchist movement face 
for decades. One we must regularly challenge ourselves on to 
overcome. At a time of imminent environmental upheaval as a 
result of climate change, when environmental activists are still 
labeled terrorists and thrown in prison, we cannot afford to 
‘forget the memory of June 11.” 

We highly recommend reading the rest of Jeffs letter, 
if you haven't already. It contains some good context and 
history of June 11, as well as personal insight from someone 
who has served serious time for defending the Earth. It’s 
online at EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG/NEWSWIRE/2014/02/10/ 
OPEN-LETTER-FROM-JEFFREY-LUERS/. 

The J11 crew and the Earth First! Journal Collective have 
agreed that we will refer to June 11 under the terms we think 
most appropriate, but that we will continue to support each 
other in our promoting of the day, so as not to create more 
infighting—and so that no prisoners are neglected because of 
the ideological differences between two ithel that strive to 
support prisoners. 

We recognize your and Jeffs points, and as the journal of 
ecological resistance we continue to view and promote June 11 
as a day of solidarity with eco-prisoners. 

For the Wild, 
—The Earth First! Journal Collective 
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DSfB, 

What's up with that EF/ELF cartoon in the current issue? 
You're comparing the people pillaging the planet to noisy 
neighbors and ridiculing ELF for their response? What did you 
get a donation from Rex Tillerson? 

—Bob J 


Dear Bob, 

As you know, humor is traditionally comprised of awkward 
and unlikely juxtaposition. In this case, you have two 
housemates, one of which is the anthropomorphic incarnation 
of Earth First! and one of which represents the Earth Liberation 
Front. The different ways in which they respond to an 
absurd dilemma—noisy neighbors—is the basis of the joke. 
Obviously, humor takes context, and it’s best to only make fun 
of something we care about when we are provided with context 
that indicates that the humorist also cares about that thing. 
Perhaps foolishly, I assumed that the context was adequate: It 
is a comic that has been running in the Earth First! Journal off 
and on for something like seven years and most of its previous 
incarnations are clearly in favor of liberationist tactics; it is 
prefaced with a word search in the same handwriting that is 
designed to highlight that Earth First!ers are supportive of more 
radical tactics; and it’s in the goddammed Earth First! Journal. 

—Doomsday Mountain Earth First! 
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A shifty-eyed, haggard, malnourished poodle dutch- 
ing a wad of Monsanto blood money in its quivering 
maw to Bill Nye “The Science Guy” for suddenly and 
passionately endorsing GMOs after a suspiciously friend- 
ly visit with Dr. Robert T. Fraley, the executive vice presi- 
dent and chief technology officer at Monsanto. In his 2014 
book, Undeniable: Evolution and the Science of Creation, 
Nye writes that “there are very valid scientific reasons to 
approach GMOs with caution, and those turn out to dove- 
tail with economic reasons.” What happened during his 
Monsanto visit to negate over ten years’ worth of advocat- 
ing caution towards GMOs? Nye was quick to jump to his 
own defense: “I went to Monsanto,” he said, “and I spent 
a lot of time with the scientists there, and I have revised 
my outlook, and I’m very excited about telling the world. 
When you're in love, you want to tell the world.” 

On July 14, an insecure yet overzealous, blood- 
thirsty poodle long overdue for a humiliating trip to 
the groomer’s was caught attempting to sneak a nasty 
bit of legislation through the House of Commons that 
would have watered down the UK’s ban on fox hunting 
by relaxing rules on hunting with dogs. The defeated 
would-be fox-murdering poodle, later identified as 
UK Prime Minister David Cameron, was seen scut- 
tling out the doors of the Parliament building with his 
tail between his legs after mass public outcry against re- 
viving the barbaric blood sport forced the Tories to swal- 
low their words and cancel the vote altogether. 

A screen smashing, culture-jamming wolf to 
the bison of Yellowstone National Park for resisting 
technology and defending their land from Instagram. 
Multiple tourists have been gored so far this year while 
trying to take selfies or group photos with bison in the 
park—demonstrating their lack of respect for the last 
genetically pure herd of buffalo in the world, as well as 
the natural result of trying to get wild animals into your 
profile pic. #GoredAtYellowstone #StartTheTrend 

A Fox-News-on-crystal-meth poodle to Awesome 
Ocean, a SeaWorld PR front churning out anti- 
ocean propaganda online. Disguising themselves as an 
environmental group run “by people passionate about 
the ocean and all its inhabitants,” this pro-captivity 
blog’s recent articles include “This Dolphin Didn't 
Have to Die,” the story of a wild dolphin in the UK 
whom authorities had to kill because there were no 
theme parks for him to perform in, and “Swimmer 
Recovering After Sea Lion Attack,” with the lesson: If 
you want to experience nature, go to a zoo. For a group 
pretending not to be SeaWorld, they've been getting 
pretty defensive about PETA’s “I'd rather___ than 
go to #SeaWorld” Twitter campaign. “To date, SeaWorld 
has rescued over 26,000 animals and conducted research 
that’s contributed to over 300 scientific publications,” 
Awesome Ocean whines on their website. “Yet somehow 
these people would rather eat poop, poke out their own 


eyeballs and drink spoiled milk than visit the park.” 


Wolves 
Poodles 


An uncompromising, fearless, literally state- 
smashing wolf to the avenging multitudes of villagers 
in Luoding, in southern China's Guangdong 
province, who blocked roads and generally wreaked 
havoc to stop the construction of an_ incinerator 
contracted illegally by a private concrete plant. Police 
arrived and attempted to dispel the crowd of about a 
hundred people with tear gas and pepper spray. Violent 
clashes erupted, ending in casualties and dozens of 
arrests. The next week, villagers armed with sticks and 
iron bars—now numbering in the tens of thousands— 
stormed a police station, vandalizing property and 
smashing squad cars while police officers stood in 
formation and watched. 

A quixotic, short-sighted poodle about to choke on 
its own feces to the State of Texas for importing wasps 
from France to eradicate dense stands of invasive carizo 
cane that have grown rampant along the Rio Grande 
near the Mexican border. The bamboo-like reeds form 
near-impenetrable forests that have made it increasingly 
difficult for Border Patrol to do its job, which is a problem 
if you're the Feds or the racist, anti-immigrant governor 
of Texas. After the federal government wasted millions 
on failed attempts at bulldozing, pruning, poisoning, 
burning, and otherwise beating back the stubborn car- 
izo, Governor Abbott signed a law to create a $10 million 
carrizo-purge program. The wasps will allegedly feast on 
the carizo cane, thereby eradicating it and, since invasive 
species exist in a vacuum, have no ill effects on anything 
but carizo cane. Sounds legit; like that one time when the 
invasive US government imported invasive mongooses to 
Hawaii to control the invasive rat population, and every- 
thing worked out swimmingly.% 
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Greenwashing is taking over the economy, and it’s making itself at home. In this wonderful world of 
caring consumerism, department stores stock their shelves with sustainable dead trees, supermarkets 
shine display cases of environmentally friendly animal carcasses, the waste management industry is one 
big plastic bottle being collectively reused for eternity, and all of it is powered by the glow of the sun and 
the warm hugs of nuclear reactors. 

But don't let your guard down! Amidst this paradise of plant-based plastics and liquid natural gas lurk a 


few false prophets, poised and ready to turn your hard-earned money into carbon dioxide that glimmers 
like gold. Beware the shimmering! Look away! Look away!! 
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Across 


1. Enviro group that put its name on Clorox cleaning products. 

33. Most big NGOs prioritize their value over the living Earth. 

39. Brand of recycled toilet paper. 

67. Awesome , SeaWorld front group masquerading as environmental org. 

89. Susan breast cancer charity that partnered with fracking company to make pink drill bits. 
119. Certification costs farmers $385-$38,500. 

129. The “B” in “BR” 

152. Workers’ nickname for birds incinerated mid-air at California solar farm. 

179. Acronym for social media site used to take pictures of fancy vegan food. 

182. This practice gives businesses restrictions on carbon emissions while allowing super-polluters to buy 
pollution credits from companies that pollute less. Bank accounts grow—carbon roams free! 

193. Rising __, the greenwashed, marketable version of Earth First!. (jk, we love you!) 

211. The most popular form of alternative energy for rich people’s roofs. 

216. Fuel-efficient car with epicly toxic battery. 


Down 


1. Cornerstone of “environmentally friendly” claims; impossible within capitalism. 
4. “I do my part, I ” 


7._______ coal. Not clean, actually coal. 

12, . Military forces praised for providing vegan meals and faux leather boots (acronym). 

14. Often, in order to harness the most wind, a wind will be placed directly in the flight path of 
migratory birds. 


16. Extracted through fracking. 

43. This software and information technology company sponsored the film version of The Lorax, advertising 
with the slogan: “Print like the Lorax!” (acronym). 

89. Ag-__ laws criminalize whistleblowing within the animal industry. 

115. “Environmentally friendly” version of your favorite cars, including SUVs! 

122. Starbucks’ “Black Exclusives” coffee, grown on the Ethiopia Gemadro Estate, was advertised as 
sustainable and forest-preserving, but turned out to be unsustainable and forest-destroying. Oops! 

142. Most photovoltaic panels are made of silicon and toxic 

180. ___ engineering, also known as climate engineering, will not save the oceans. 


*Answers on page 69 
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WHAT LYNX HERBAL TEA sealer 
TO CONSERVATION? 


Mountain Rose Herbs makes a 
donation to non-profit organizations 
like Cascadia Wildlands, Western 
Environmental Law Center, ; and 
Oregon Wild with every order you 
place. These planet guardians work 
to preserve our natural heritage in 
the Pacific Northwest and beyond. 
Today they are leading the fight to 
protect critical habitat for the Cana- i 
dian Lynx in Oregon, Westra : 
Idaho, and the Rockies. Without aR, 
protected habitat, this threatened 


mountain rose verbs 


YOUR CHOICES HOLD POWER. WHEN YOU SUPPORT US, WE SUPPORT THEM. 


You can learn more about lynx recovery by visiting www.westernlaw.org. 


THE | TALON 
CONSPIRACY § 


ender” 


> ‘ . . 
Gender —(NARKY is an autonomous collective of trans women im 
U.S. prisons who act defensively and offensively to protect, defend, 


and avenge hostile acts against them. This is their war in the prisons. 


“We know nothing of sacrifice. We have nothing. We only know 


survival, without which society would obliterate us And now in prison 
we continue in the same way, the only way, with our kind, united by 
the same experience, the same traumas, the same taste for vengeance, 


the same burning passior: for the merciless destruction of society.” 


HUNDREDS |OF |RARE J EARTH 
GENDER ANARKY C/O THE FUTURE PO BOX 3133 BLOOMINGTON, IN 47402 [AND | ANIMAL | LIBERATION 


GENDENANARKYCOLLECTIVE.NOBLOGS.ONG ieee PUBLICATIONS | FOR | FREE | 
VIEWING | AND | DOWNLOAD 


WWW. THETALONCONSPIBACY.COM 
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GOVERING THE FADITLIES OF 


LEARN. SUPPORT. SHARE. 


WE'RE BACK - ORDER #17 TODAY. 
DirectAction.info/magazine.htm 


Food Not Bombs groups recover 
and share free vegan and 
vegetarian food with the public 
to protest war, poverty and the 
destruction of the environment. 


There are over 500 autonomous 
Food Not Bombs chapters 
worldwide. To find a group 
in your area, or for tips and 

resources to help you start your 

own, visit FOODNOTBOMBS.NET 
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Lemon making a protest 
sign for the march. 


When my four-year-old asked me if she could make “a 
a oO sign for not cutting trees down and yell at people and 


put it on a stick,” I was a little worried and confused. 


That day in preschool she and her classmates had 


‘& t 
colored in pictures of moose and taped them to sticks 
to make masks, so the putting something on a stick part 


immediately made sense. After discussing the matter over 


a snack, it was revealed that she remembered when a 37- 
rees acre forest had been clearcut as a means of building a 


Costco. From her memory, “The woods on the way to 


church got cut down and it made me sad.” She also spoke 

D own of a more recent memory: my partner and I taking her to 

a march on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. I was nervous | 

that I had talked about my own perspectives in front her 

MW h and impaired her growing ability to analyze the world | 

ch rc around her. Talking about her memories and how she felt : 

about them not only helped ease my discomfort, but also ) 
reaffirmed her desire to take action. Knowing that this 
was her own idea, based on her developed perspective and 


by Lemon’ Dad 


memories, we went forward with it. 
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She thought we could make the sign during dinner 
and get people to join us that night. We made the sign 
during dinner, and came to a hard-pressed compromise 
of picking a day on the calendar. 

During the sign making, I suggested she invite some 
people. Her immediate thought was to call Chalk, an 
activist she had seen on a car ride to school staging a 
one-week hunger strike in front of a bank invested in 
Enbridge. After dessert, she and Chalk talked on speaker 
phone for five or ten minutes, Chalk taking her with 
a stride of sincerity, as he would with more seasoned 
activists. Chalk explained that he couldn't make it due to 
geographical issues. 

She then remembered how my partner had invited 
people to our house a month prior by “clicking on 
pictures.” After helping her put on pajamas, we made a 
Facebook event, and clicked on the pictures of people 
she knew. It was frustrating for her that I didn’t have her 
friends from preschool on the computer... 

The Facebook event page, dictated by Lemon, read: 


Dont do it, please don't do it at all. The trees 
are special, they can grow food. The animals live 
in there, 

I know you can do it, it's a special march! Don't 
say potty talk words 

for more information* call Lemon's dad and 
ask for Lemon. the password is angelcake. 

“note from [Lemon's dad]-----if you, or any- 
one else, has a small child that would be into 
walking through downtown with a sign about 
trees---> bring em! 


She thought that meeting people at the big park in the 
middle of Kalamazoo, Michigan, would be a good idea, 
so we could march to the big yellow turtle sculpture. It 
was only a few blocks, which was good because she didn’t 
want people's legs to get tired. She encouraged everyone 
to bring their cats and dogs when they called for more 
information, and to not use potty talk. 

The march took place in early February. The day wasn't 
too cold, but cold enough not to want to be outside with 
a four-year-old for a long time. A little more than a dozen 
people, and a couple dogs, showed up. Lemon thought 
that chanting “No cutting trees down!” would be good, 
and we were off. This thing turned into an impromptu 
office demo when we got to the big yellow turtle and 
Lemon felt cold. Across the street was the building that 
houses congressman Fred Upton’s office. Someone told 
her that he can help decide if trees get cut down—so we 
went in. She told the receptionist to stop cutting trees 


Marchers converged outside congressman Fred 
Upton's office to spread the word that no trees 
should be cut down. 


down, and the receptionist told her that the congressman 
was not in the office. “Tell me where he lives!” Lemon 
demanded. (I stepped in to prevent a potential home 
demo.) 

Epilogue: A few months after the big march, we went 
down to camp at an environmental conference for a 
weekend with my partner. We were explaining that the 
organization that puts on the conference helps stop trees 
and forests from being cut down. Lemon interrupted 
with great haste to exclaim, “BUT I ALREADY HAD 
THAT MARCH!” | 

When the Earth First! Journal asked for an article or | 
interview about the march, Lemon initially did not give | 
consent. My partner explained that Earth First! doesn’t 
like lots of trees to be cut down and that people who are 
part of Earth First! were all in Vermont at the summer 
Rendezvous. After this, she gave consent to me (Dad) to 
write this. She hopes that her friends who like camping in 
Vermont will read this.% 


Lemon (chosen name) lives on a small homestead in the area 
known as southwest Michigan. She enjoys picking flowers, 
camping, doing gymnastics and ballet, and Frozen. She will 
soon be celebrating her fifth birthday. Along with trees being 
cut.down, Lemon has become staunchly opposed to people 
hurting fish, but has been known to enjoy the taste of blue gill. | 
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ECO-ACTION GROUP DIRECTORY 


United States 


Civil Liberties Defense Center 
CLDC.ORG 


Rising Tide North America 
RISINGTIDENORTHAMERICA.ORG 
TWAC (Trans and/or Wom- 
en’s Action Camp) 
TWAC.WORDPRESS.COM 

FANG (Fighting Against 
Natural Gas) 


FANGTOGETHER.ORG 


ARIZONA 
Black Mesa Indigenous Sup- 


port 

SUPPORTBLACKMESA.ORG 

No Mas Muertes/No More 
Deaths 


NOMOREDEATHS.ORG 


CALIFORNIA 
Earth First! Humboldt 


EFHUMBOLDT.ORG 


Santa Barbara Earth First! 
FREEAWARENESS@GMAIL.COM 
(805) 708-7871 


Save Our Little Lake Valley 
SAVELITTLELAKEVALLEY.ORG 
Sierra Nevada Earth First! 
MIKEBE64@GMAIL.COM 


COLORADO 


Southwest Earth First! 
SOUTHWESTEARTHFIRST. WORD- 
PRESS.COM 


DISTRICT OF 


COLUMBIA 

Chesapeake Earth First! 
CHESAPEAKEEARTHFIRST@RISEUP. 
NET 


FLORIDA 
Everglades Earth First! 


EVERGLADESEARTHPFIRST.NET 


Longleaf Earth First! 


LONGLEAFEF,.COM 


GEORGIA 
Chattahoochee Earth First! 


DIRTYSOUTH_EF@RISEUP.NET 


ILLINOIS 
Chicago Earth First! 


ARCANE@RIPCO.COM 


INDIANA 
Glacier’s Edge Earth First! 


GLACIERSEDGE@RISEUP.NET 


MAINE 
Stop the East-West Corridor 


STOPTHECORRIDOR.ORG 


MARYLAND 


Savage Mountain Earth First! 
SAVAGEMOUNTAINEF@RISEUP. NET 


MICHIGAN 


Detroit Coalition Against Tar 
Sands 


D-CATS.ORG 


Fen Valley Earth First! 


PENVALLEYEARTHFIRST. WORDPRESS. 


COM 
Michigan Coalition Against 
Tar Sands 


MICHIGANCATS.ORG 


MONTANA/IDAHO 
Buffalo Field Campaign 
BUFFALOFIELDCAMPAIGN.ORG 
Seeds of Peace 
SEEDSOFPEACECOLLECTIVE.ORG 
Wild Idaho Rising Tide 


WILDIDAHORISINGTIDE.ORG 


NEBRASKA 
Earth First! Nebraska 


BUFFALOBRUCEI @GMAIL.COM 


NEW YORK/PENNSYL- 


Hudson Valley Earth First! 
HUDSONVALLEYEARTHEIRST.WORD- 
PRESS.COM 

Rising Tide NYC 
RISINGTIDENYC@RISEUP.NET 
Marcellus Shale Earth First! 


MARCELLUSSHALEEARTHFIRST.ORG 


Wetlands Activism Collective 
WETLANDS-PRESERVE.ORG 


NORTH CAROLINA 
High Country Earth First! 


HIGHCOUNTRYEPF. WORDPRESS.COM 


Katuah Earth First! 


KATUAH@RISEUP.NET 


Piedmont Earth First! 
PIEDMONTEF@RISEUP.NET 


Appalachia Resist! 
APPALACHIARESIST. WORDPRESS. 
COM 


OKLAHOMA 
Great Plains Tar Sands Resis- 


tance 
GPTARSANDSRESISTANCE.ORG 
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OKLAHOMA/TEXAS 


Cross Timbers Earth First! 
CROSSTIMBERSEF.COM 


Blue Mountains Biodiversity 
Project 

27803 WiLLiAMs LANE 

Fossit, OR 97830 
BLUEMTNSBIODIVERSITY. WORD- 
PRESS.COM 


Coast Range Forest Watch 
COASTRANGEFORESTWATCH.ORG 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
FORESTDEFENSENOW.COM 
Northwest Ecosystem Survey 
Team 

NESTCASCADIA. WORDPRESS.COM 


Portland Rising Tide 


PORTLANDRISINGTIDE.ORG 


TEXAS 
Tar Sands Blockade 


TARSAN DSBLOCKADE.ORG 


Canyon Country Rising Tide 
CANYONCOUNTRYRISINGTIDE.ORG 


Utah Tar Sands Resistance 
TARSAN DSRESIST.ORG 


VERMONT 


Green Mountain Earth First! 
GMEF@RISEUP.NET 


Rising Tide Vermont 
RISINGTIDEVERMONT.ORG 


WASHINGTON 
Seattle Rising Tide 


RISINGTIDESEATTLE@RISEUP.NET 


WISCONSIN 
Madison Earth First!/Infoshop 


MADISONINFOSHOP@GMAIL.COM 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Radical Action for Mountains’ 
and People’s Survival 
RAMPSCAMPAIGN.ORG 


International 
AUSTRALIA 


Front Line Action on Coal 
FRONTLINEACTION.ORG 


Still Wild, Still Threatened 
STILLWILDSTILLTHREATENED@ 
GMAIL.COM 


Rising Tide Australia 
RISINGTIDE.ORG.AU 


CANADA 
Klabona Keepers 


THEKLABONAKEEPERS.COM 
Unist’or'en Camp 
UNISTOTENCAMP.COM 
Wild Coast Action Team 
WILDCOAST.CA 


Wildlife Defence League 


WILDLIFEDEFENCELEAGUE.ORG 


ECUADOR 

Rising Tide Ecuador 
MAREACRECIENTECUADOR. WORD- 
PRESS.COM 


ENGLAND 
Earth First! UK 
EARTHFIRST.ORG.UK 
Rising Tide UK 


RISINGTIDE.ORG.UK 


FINLAND 
Finland Rising Tide 


HYOKYAALTO.NET 


GERMANY 


Hambach Forest Occupation 
HAMBACHFOREST.BLOGSPORT.DE 


ICELAND 
Saving Iceland 
SAVINGICELAND.ORG 


IRELAND 
Earth First Eire 
EARTHFIRSTEIRE@RISEUP.NET 


Rossport Solidarity Camp 
ROSSPORTSOLIDARITYCAMP.ORG 


Earth First! Italia 
EARTHFIRSTITALIA. BLOGSPOT.COM 


MEXICO 


Green Revolt Collective 
REVUELTAVERDE.ORG 


Mexico Rising Tide 


MAREA-CRECIENTE.ORG 


NETHERLANDS 
Earth First! Netherlands 


GROENFRONT.NL/ENGLISH 


PHILIPPINES 
Earth First! Philippines 


EARTHFIRSTPHILIPPINES.BLOGSPOT. 


COM 


SCOTLAND 


Coal Action Scotland 
COALACTIONSCOTLAND.ORG.UK 


Yellowstone starts in the spring, and Buffalo 
Field Campaign is looking for volunteers. 
BUFFALOFIELDCAMPAIGN.ORG 
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